Krystal Melcarek 
06/27/2012 4:51 pm 
1. What research design was used? Please describe the research design (examples of quantitative designs include descriptive, correlative, quasi-experimental, experimental, randomized control trials). Is this design appropriate for the research problem?
The research design used for this particular study was descriptive in nature. The researchers, however, described the study used as within-method triangulation. The researchers state, “within‑method triangulation is used when the phenomenon being studied is multidimensional” (Moyo & Robinson, 2009, p. 3). I believe this design is effective for the study. The information was gathered using a questionnaire and through the evaluation of incident reports. Using a two-dimensional approach for this study is a great idea and gives the researchers more accurate information for their study.
2. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The sample is described and representative of the population of interest. The sampling method had two eligibility criteria. In order to participate in the study, the participants must: be a nurse in a psychiatric unit and be eligible to restrain aggressive patients. All 33 nurses who work in the unit were provided with details of the study because they were all eligible to participate. Since the eligible study population was small, any other method of sampling would have resulted in sampling error and selection bias. Potential participants included seven male and twenty‑six female nurses with an age range of 19 to 62 years. The participants were given informed consent waivers to sign prior to the study commencing. The study was also approved by the hospital ethics committee and The Faculty Human Ethics Committee in Austrailia. I think this information can be generalized to the entire population because there are both male and female nurses in the work force today with a greater number of them being female. Although testing a larger number of males would have offered a more diversified study population, the results are still reliable when considering the nursing population.	Comment by Charlotte: Australia
Moyo, N., & Robinson, P. (2009). The safety of nurses during the restraining of aggressive patients in an acute psychiatric unit. Austrailian Journal of Psychiatric Nursing, 29(3), 5-13. Retrieved from http://www.ebscohost.com	Comment by Charlotte: Australian
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Krystal Melcarek 
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Kallie
I can completely relate to this study! With my internship this summer, it has been hard to adjust to the night schedule. Luckily, I worked five nights in a row and was able to get all that nocturnal business figured out. Now I am just a night owl! Anyway, I think the fact that the researchers used a descriptive design makes this study reliable. LIke pain is what the patient says it is, sleep is what it is to you. Everyone is different and we all have our own biological clocks. This can affect our sleep pattern immensely, especially when nursing care is involved. People adjust and thrive on routines. Once you get into a daily routine things go smoothly. Switching that routine to the night shift can be a system shock for most people. This can adversely effect your work habits and lead to fatigue, medication errors, and charting errors. Using a large suburban population is definitely a great idea and can be generalized to the entire population. Diversity for this study was not an issue as many different cultures were targeted in your study of choice. This allows for credibility, reliability, and consequently makes the study valid.	Comment by Charlotte: Like	Comment by Charlotte: It is sleep	Comment by Charlotte: affect
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Lindsay
This study is pretty intriguing to me. I like the fact that the researchers used two different types of research design to gather their information. My study also used a multi-dimensional approach to gather data and I think it was very reliable. Depression is something not to be messed with and it can mask what the patient is really feeling. Depression can make even the happiest person feel horrible. When you are dealing with a condition such as ESRD, you are under a lot of stress so it is definitely more likely to become depressed when you can't see the light at the end of the tunnel. I believe ESRD can also be generalized to the entire population of those dealing with ESRD. It would be hard to say it could be included in those who are not dealing with it. However, the depression portion of the study could definitely be generalized to the entire population since many Americans deal with depression every day. According to the CDC, "depression affects 1 in 10 U.S. adults" (CDC, 2011). If you think about how many Americans live in the U.S., that is a lot of people to consider! Great study choice! 	Comment by Charlotte: U.S. that 
CDC (2009). Data and statistics by date: Depression. Retrieved from: http://www.cdc.gov/Features/dsDepression/
Krystal Melcarek 
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Kara
I agree with you on the fact that your study can be correlational. I honestly think several studies can be correlational in nature because many different topics can be linked by some variable. With your study in particular, recognizing violence is something that can involve many different approaches. Violence can be seen in the media, the home, the workplace, and of course in schools. Lately, violence can be correlated with some explicit video games children are playing. Some children think it is okay to act like the characters on the video games since they are allowed to play those games. It is unfortunate but it is going on today in the U.S. I think your study was great because it involved equal number of males and females and different ages of children. Although it primarily involved African Americans, it can still be generalized to the population. Violence is everywhere so it is an important study. Great pick!
Krystal Melcarek 
06/28/2012 12:32 am 
Kelly
I like your study because it focuses on a topic that is very interesting. I haven't seen a lot of studies broken down that involved ventilator-associated pneumonia. I think the fact that the researchers of your study used a combination method to evaluate their data is a brilliant idea. It gives the researchers more options with the participants of the study and they are able to get different types of data. I definitely believe this is something that can be applied to nursing on all levels because ventilators are being used in hospital settings worldwide. I realize every hospital is different but I doubt that ventilator use could vary that much depending on location. In preventing pneumonia related to ventilator use there should be a strict protocol to follow per hospital policy. Whether individuals follow that policy is contingent upon their commitment to care. I'm not sure if using more hospitals would have been more effective for this study. Although the number of hospitals used doesn't represent a vast majority of the hospitals in the U.S., the results are reliable. As with every study, there will be things that can affect the study. Overall, I think your study was valid and reliable.	Comment by Charlotte: Fragment
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