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06/27/2012 3:45 pm 
1. What research design was used? Please describe the research design (examples of quantitative designs include descriptive, correlative, quasi-experimental, experimental, randomized control trials). Is this design appropriate for the research problem?
I believe that the design used for the study that I chose is a correlational study. These studies are known to use a descriptive design to describe the interrelationships among different variables as accurately as possible (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). This design, or study, is used to answer research questions that link and connect different information (Rebar et al., 2011). I believe that by reading this study allows me to see and link multiple issues that can lead to school violence very easily. This design is appropriate because it allows the reader to link the school environment, students, and violence together which answers the questions as to why the violence actually occurs.
2. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
A total of 45 students were selected for this study, and 27 actually participated. The students were divided into two groups. Group A had six males and six females and group B had 15 participants, but more females than males. Group A consisted of upper classmen (10-11 grade) and group B was more underclassmen (9-10 grade). Most all of the participants were African American individuals (100% for group A and 87% for group B) which are representative of the Baltimore City Public School student population. Because of this, the sample described is representative of the population of interest. The sampling method is appropriate because the researchers were able to receive accurate information from specific students of the school who are actually associated with the violence and are around it on a day to day basis. The results can be generalized to the entire population because violence in schools is something that happens all the time around the world. The results and the characteristics that the students came up with that are contributing factors to violence can be linked to different schools around the world to answer questions as to why violence actually occurs. The students were asked to send a parental permission slip home and return it for this study in order to participate. This study was approved by the Johns Hopkins Committee for Human Research and the Family League of Baltimore City. 
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Kara Hartman 
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Kallie,
Descriptive designs may impose varying levels of control through sampling strategies. A few examples may include purposive samples or random sampling. Descriptive designs are used to answer research questions that seek to describe (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). 
I really like how the participants were chosen in both rural and suburban areas and not just one or the other. I also believe that the researchers were smart to choose different homes such as what you listed above. This allows the researchers to view different areas and variations of homes to better distinguish the different sleep habits each person has. I also believe this sample size is appropriate because this is a topic that may need a larger number of participants to get more accurate results.
Rebar, C., Gersch, C., Macnee, C., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice. (3 ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
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Kristina,
I also agree with the quasi-experimental design for this study. It would not make much sense with using other designs or studies. It seems as if this study wasn't just a piece of cake. It seems as if the results were hard to gather, especially if the researchers had to go to various emergency rooms to gather the participants who came in with a head laceration. I find this study interesting because I had the opportunity to recently be apart of a patient and his sutures from a head laceration. He had non-dissolvable sutures so he would have been a great part of this study if he was perhaps involved with this specific case! Good post! 	Comment by Charlotte:  part
Kara Hartman 
06/29/2012 2:54 pm 
Kelsey,
That's interesting and helpful that the study you chose uses two designs. I believe by using the descriptive design and correlational study helps the reader to better understand the information collected and allows the researchers to link and connect the information collected in an easier manner. 
I believe it may have been more accurate if each participant’s gender was available. If the gender of the participants were available to the reader, this may allow the results to be more accurate. In my opinion, I believe that (some) female nurses would be more comfortable with talking to patients who are affected by intimate partner violence. I believe females would feel more comfortable asking questions and providing suggestions and solutions rather than male nurses. 
Kara Hartman 
06/27/2012 3:56 pm 
Kate,
I like this type of design because it allows the reader to easily connect and link the information together. Correlational studies use a descriptive design to describe interrelationships among variables as accurately as possible (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). Descriptive designs and correlational studies focus on exerting control through the quality of the measurement by using valid and reliable measures (Rebar et al., 2011). You chose an interesting study and I also believe the design is appropriate. They used a good sample size to find specific factors on women who may or may not become depressed after their pregnancy. I believe it was a good idea for them to break down the number of women to participate in the study because sometimes having too many individuals participating can alter the analysis in a negative way causing problems with interpreting each result.
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