Kalyn Madej 
06/27/2012 5:51 pm 
1. What research design was used? Please describe the research design (examples of quantitative designs include descriptive, correlative, quasi-experimental, experimental, randomized control trials). Is this design appropriate for the research problem?
This article used a descriptive design. A descriptive design is used to portray some phenomenon of interest as accurately as possible. This type of design is used to answer research questions that seek to describe. (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). During this study there were missing items that occurred so in to make up for this missing data they used complete case data to predict some of the missing values. The researchers then used the prediction equations to general the actual item specific values for the individuals that were missing. Therefore descriptive estimates were generated for all of the participants in this particular study. I believe this design was that appropriate for this study because this gave the researchers the missing information they needed to complete this study.(Hanrahan, Aiken, McClaine, & Hanlon, 2010)	Comment by Charlotte: Insert a space after the period. 
2. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
This study was performed using two samples. The first sample was the sample of psychiatric nurses which was 353 participants. This sample contained all of the psychiatric register nurses who stated they provide direct patient care on a psychiatric inpatient unit. The second sample was the hospital sample which was 67 hospitals. This sample was obtained by the nurses providing the name of the hospitals they work at for the survey. This information provided the researchers with hospital names to link to the American Hospital Association survey to gather hospital characteristics. In order for a hospital to be considered they must meet a specific criterion. The hospitals must be a general hospital with a minimum of six licensed psychiatric beds and there must be at least three psychiatric nurses that worked in that hospital. This sample does represent the population of interest because they included the psychiatric nurses and these were the nurses they were evaluating to see if they were burnt out. The sampling method is appropriate because by using the American Hospital Associations annual survey they were able to describe bed size, teaching status and technology status. I believe the sample size is adequate for this study. The average of psychiatric registered nurses per hospital in this study was 5.3. So this meant there was a range from 3 to 16 of these nurses per hospital. This study examined the generalization of the sample. They compared the psychiatric nurse sample with the 2000 National Sample Survey of Registered Nurses. When doing this there were no significant differences in demographic characteristics. Before taking the survey the human subjects had their approval obtained from the University Institutional Review Board. (Hanrahan et al., 2010).
Hanrahan, N., Aiken, L., McClaine, L., & Hanlon, A. (2010). Relationship between Psychiatric Nurse Work Enviornment and Nurse Burnout in Acute Care General Hospitals. Issues in Mental Health Nursing 31:198-207. doi: 10.3109/01612840903200068	Comment by Charlotte: Environment 	Comment by Charlotte: Should be italics. 
Rebar, C.R., Gersch, C.J., Macnee, C.L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice. (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
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Kalyn Madej 
06/29/2012 8:39 am 
Maddie,
I think you did a good job describing the descriptive design. My study seemed to use this technique as well. Since the researchers used surveys to find out information about the hours nurses worked over time they were trying to ask questions that would describe what they were looking to find, which is part of the descriptive design definition. I was glad you included the criteria that needed to be met to participate in this study. The turnout for this study of those who were able to participate seemed to be a good size. I would have liked to see how different the results would have been if all the nurses who were mailed the survey were able to participate.	Comment by Charlotte: The descriptive design used surveys to find out information about the hours nurses worked over time. 
Kalyn Madej 
06/30/2012 6:53 am 
Kristina,
I thought you did a good job explaining the quasi- experimental design and relating it to your study. I had not really looked into this design much since I believed it was not what my study was based on I was able to understand and see how this design can be used. It would have been very difficutly to follow all of the patients who initially came in and were sutured during their visit. I found it very interesting how they chose their participants by assessing their laceration to see if they would be good for this study. I think it would have been interesting if they were able to track the healing progress since some patients choose to take care of their wounds differently. I think this sample does a good job for this study and would agree that it does represent the whole population.	Comment by Charlotte: difficulty
Kalyn Madej 
06/29/2012 8:50 am 
Kate,
You did a good job defining the correlative study. My study did not use this design but I thought this was one of easier ones to understand. The correlative design seems very appropriate for this study for the fact that they keep track of the participants for quite a length of time before and after the delivery to see if there were any changes. I think by following them for quite a length of time helps the researchers note if there were any significant changes and if postpartum depression developed. I was quite shocked that they gained consent from the 239 women and only used 60 of those women for the study. I would have thought they would used more participants, unless the number didnt split evenly like it did for this study with 30 with high scores and 30 with lower scores on their depression.	Comment by Charlotte: didn’t
Kalyn Madej 
06/30/2012 6:52 am 
Kara,
I agree with you when you said that your study is a correlation study. I can see how the researchers were able to link the schooling enviornment with the students and violence . By asking a variety of questions involving all of the linked pieces above it can actually show how violence actually occurs. I thought you explained your sample well because like Kristina said I was not sure at first if this study could be genearlized but after reading it I understand where you were coming from. I liked how this study was broken down into groups but covered all the grades for high school students. This is important because students can be involved with school violence at any age. I was shocked that the permission for students to participate in this study was a parental permission slip. I think this age group was appropriate for this study as well since they are able to apply appropriate feedback and answer the questions to help the researchers.	Comment by Charlotte: environment	Comment by Charlotte: generalized
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