Kristina Bailey 
06/26/2012 11:18 am 
1. What research design was used? Please describe the research design (examples of quantitative designs include descriptive, correlative, quasi-experimental, experimental, randomized control trials). Is this design appropriate for the research problem?
In the study comparing two different suture types, dissolvable verses non-dissolvable, researchers found it best to use a quasi-experimental design. A quasi-experimental design is one that controls one variable but has no other control over the rest of the study. The independent variables being controlled were the type of sutures being used to close head cuts. Because the participants in this study were patients who visited the emergency department with head lacerations it would have been difficult for researchers to track everyone. The inability to follow the healing process of every patients scar from the time of initial stitching until complete scar formation indicates the researchers’ lack of control. The design method chose for this study was very appropriate for the research problem. Had researchers chosen another method for performing their study the question of which suture closes a wound better wouldn’t have been answered as best as possible.
2. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The samples of participants collected from this study were gathered through purposive sampling. Patients that were asked to take part in the study comparing absorbable and non-absorbable sutures were chosen because they had certain characteristics related to the purpose of this study; in this case participants had head lacerations that could be closed using stitches. Once scalp lacerations were assessed and deemed worthy for the study, patients were then asked to sign consent to participant in the study. The sampling method chosen does a good job of representing the whole population. In addition, the sample size can be considered adequate because it included all individuals who fit the criteria and came to the emergency department over a six month period. The results of the study can very well be applied to the entire population.
Bonham, J. (2011). Comparison of suture types in the closure of scalp wounds. Emergency Nurse, 19(3), 34-39.
Rebar, C.R., Gersch, C.J., Macnee, C.L., & McCabe, S. (2011).Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidenced-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins
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Kristina Bailey 
07/01/2012 12:53 pm 
Liji,
I found it very interesting that the design chosen for your study was both descriptive and correlative; I didn't know that it was possible to combine the study designs. It makes sense to use the correlative design for your study. By using correlative research researchers compare the relationship between healing and being overweight. I think that by adding aspects of the descriptive research design researchers were gathering a more complete set of data. By combining both designs you can more appropriately address the research problem. I'm curious as to whether or not results were given in two different categories? Good post.
Kristina Bailey 
06/29/2012 9:15 am 
Kate,
I enjoyed reading your explanation of correlative study; it made it easier for me to understand the definition. I think the design chosen very appropriately fits your research problem. Had it not been possible to follow the participants of your study through their pregnancy and after, perhaps researchers would have tried the descriptive research design. If they performed their work using the descriptive design they would simply study the depression of women post pregnancy. The results from this study would give some answers but not answer your research study as accurately as a correlative study. Nice Job!
Kristina Bailey 
06/29/2012 9:26 am 
Kara,
While reading over your article I first got the impression that your study couldn't be generalized to the entire population. After hearing your explanation for why the results can be applied to everyone you changed my mind. Violence is everywhere and input as to what influences school violence can be picked up anywhere. I was surprised to see that parental permission slips were sent home. While I understand the importance of getting permission from adults, I'm curious as to whether or not the participants consent was asked for. The high school students who were involved were all old enough to understand what they were being asked so I think it's important for them to agree to the study. Good post!
Kristina Bailey 
07/01/2012 1:01 pm 
Madhavi,
I agree that correlation design is the most appropriate option for answering your research problem. You mentioned that the study couldn't be generalized to the entire population; while I understand that it can't be applied to everyone I think the study can be descriptive about the whole pregnant population. I think it's a good thing that researchers chose to do a longitudinal study of prenatal distress. I feel that longitudinal studies offer more comprehensive answers which results in better patient care. Any study that can improve the quality of care we as nurses will provide is beneficial. Interesting article!
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