06/09/2012 1:03 pm 
1. What was the problem and the purpose of the study? Were the problem and purpose clearly stated? In your opinion, is the topic important to nursing? How?
a. The main problem that these three researchers wanted to explore further was the increased patient desire to ask about euthanasia as a possible choice in end of life care. It was important for the researchers to gather patient information and personal wishes. “Our goal was to explore dying cancer patients’ own perspectives on euthanasia, especially in relation to autonomy, by means of an in depth interview study” (Karlsson, Milberg and Strang, 2012). The problem was not clearly stated, but the purpose was. This topic is extremely important to nursing because we as nurses are to be advocating for our client’s wishes.
2. What are the objectives and/or research questions in the study? Did the author(s) clearly state them or do you have to infer them? Are the objectives/questions appropriate for the purpose of the study, or do the objectives/questions seem to address another issue?
a. There were clear cut objectives for these interviews being conducted. The topics they included were the patient’s perspectives on euthanasia and their opinions on legalizing it in Sweden (Karlsson, Milberg and Strang, 2012). The researchers also wanted their opinions on dignity and a dignified death. The authors clearly stated these objectives, but not specific questions. The information they provided us with was very appropriate for the purpose of the study and they were able to gather adequate information based off of it.
3. Was the study based on a framework? If so, what framework was used? Does the framework fit the problem? Are the framework concepts and relationships identified and clearly related to the problem?
a. Framework is used in some studies to outline ideas or present several thoughts from one main idea. Framework reminds me of a web we learned to write papers off of. For my study there was no framework used, but there is a table that lays out information about the patient variations (age, gender, status, religion, diagnosis, time until death).
4. The literature review is a section within research articles. Your analysis of the literature review is NOT your thoughts on how well-written and organized the journal article was. The literature review analysis should consist of your thoughts of how well the researchers looked at past literature to identify what was and was not known about the research topic prior to the current study. Please use the following questions as a guide. Was the review of the literature thorough, appropriate and organized? Was current research included in the review? Was the literature well-critiqued? Were gaps in knowledge identified relating to the research problem? In other words, does the literature justify the need for the study?
a. The literature is interesting in my study because it started several years ago and then continued on in the 2000s. ¾ of the patients were interviewed ten years ago and the rest of the participants were just recently added to finish up the study and gather results. Each individual interview was tape recorded so the information could be gone back through and reviewed/analyzed. There was current information included in the research as well as past information. With both of these instances together the literature justifies the need for the study.	Comment by Charlotte: This is not a review of the literature. The literature was reviewed throughout the paper. Some of the sources were within the last five years. The gaps were not identified. 
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06/12/2012 4:34 pm 
Liji -
I really agree with you about how much this impacts nursing as a whole. Abuse is ignored in a lot of ways and one reason is due to lack of knowledge about a topic, but of course there are several other reasons. I had training today for my current job on abuse and neglect of developmentally delayed clients and I found it really relating to your post so I wanted to add some things I learned today (relating to delayed patients). Most of our clients do not realize something may be considered abuse, which we don't really stop to think about that in most cases. An incident may happen in a secluded area and they may find it to be "ok" due to circumstances such as a family history. Another key point I took from my training today was screening. Screening is a way for employees to not turn in any sort of incident they may have witnessed. They may just decide personally that "oh they are ok now so I guess I won't report it". I knew this was being done around the country, but I did not realize it had a specific term of screening.
Kallie
06/12/2012 4:38 pm 
Lindsay -
I can relate to the study you have chosen, as well as many others I am sure. There are several nursing homes around this particular area that only have one nurse (or better yet one LPN) with two CNAs per unit. I understand that these are regular patients that live there, but that does not mean they should be lacking of proper care individually. I think there needs to be a certain number of clients per nurse and CNA for these types of facilities to make it more efficient. This could also take into play with the purpose of your study to care for patients with pneumonia who would need more one on one.
Good Post!
Kallie
06/13/2012 4:03 pm 
Madeline -
Cancer in general has such an impact on patients as well as their family, friend and loved ones. We as nurses do need to be informative in all aspects of this issue that seems to be becoming more of a problem as the years go by. I like how you were able to imply the exact purpose of your study, like mine the purpose was not clear cut. When I was reading over your research questions included in your study it took me by surprise there were only two questions. It makes me wonder how researchers are able to get such good information from only a few generalized questions. I would hope their open ended questions were to turn into a discussion so they are able to gather more information for the purpose of the study.
Kallie
06/13/2012 4:10 pm 
Kathleen - 
There is definitely an increase in UTIs in hospitals as well as long term care facilities. This study is important to nursing because we need to research ways to prevent this from happening. There are several personal prophylactic methods that can be done by the patient, but what I was thinking about was more along the lines of antibiotics. Should there be antibiotics given to the high risk population in hospital settings or should nursing staff just be helpful in preventing them such as proper Foley catheter care, etc. This is an interesting study you chose!!	Comment by Charlotte: Fragment
Kallie
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