06/10/2012 10:32 pm 
What was the problem and the purpose of the study? Were the problem and purpose clearly stated? In your opinion, is the topic important to nursing? How?
The purpose of this study was to find out the specific strains that influence women during the early stages of breast cancer. The problem was not specifically stated but implied. The purpose of the study was clearly written in the article. I believe that this is an important topic to study in nursing. I have known numerous people who have been affected by breast cancer. Unfortunately, breast cancer affects many women, and cancer in any form elicits numerous emotions. Anything that a nurse can do to make this experience less emotional and overwhelming is pertinent and should be addressed. 
2. What are the objectives and/or research questions in the study? Did the author(s) clearly state them or do you have to infer them? Are the objectives/questions appropriate for the purpose of the study, or do the objectives/questions seem to address another issue?
The research questions are clearly stated in this study. “Which expectations and requirements do breast cancer patients have of nursing support staff during their hospital stay? What concerns breast cancer patients during their hospital stay” (Holtgrawe, Pinkert & Remmers, 2009, p. 3). The questions are relevant and appropriate to the study. The research questions are open-ended, which allows the patients the ability to address emotional, physical, and mental feelings they may be having.
3. Was the study based on a framework? If so, what framework was used? Does the framework fit the problem? Are the framework concepts and relationships identified and clearly related to the problem?
The study asked the patients’ specific questions, which served as a framework for this study. The framework fit the problem, but it was difficult to have a very specific framework because the questions asked elicited numerous responses. The framework concepts and relationships were not identified because the responses were so diverse and specific to the patient. 
4. The literature review is a section within research articles. Your analysis of the literature review is NOT your thoughts on how well-written and organized the journal article was. The literature review analysis should consist of your thoughts of how well the researchers looked at past literature to identify what was and was not known about the research topic prior to the current study. Please use the following questions as a guide.
Was the review of the literature thorough, appropriate and organized? Was current research included in the review? Was the literature well-critiqued? Were gaps in knowledge identified relating to the research problem? In other words, does the literature justify the need for the study?
The review of the literature was thorough, the researchers explained that breast cancer has been increasing consistently in all countries of Western civilization (Holtgrawe, Pinkert & Remmers, 2009, p. 1). This made the research appropriate because of the increase in breast cancer the need for adequate nursing care is necessary. The current research on the specific topic was included in the review. The literature was explained and well critiqued. The researchers reviewed the emotional and physical needs of breast cancer patients in current literature. There were some gaps identified relating to the research problem. Specifically, addressing the patients’ needs of the nursing staff. Current research lacked knowledge about what the patient’s expect from nurses during the first phase of breast cancer. 	Comment by Charlotte: Through; 	Comment by Charlotte: Fragment
Holtgrawe, M., Pinkert, C., & Remmers, H. (2009). Stress and nursing care needs of women
with breast cancer during primary treatment: A qualitative study. European Journal of 
Oncology Nursing, 14(1), 11-16. 
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06/11/2012 2:14 pm 
Kallie,
The article you analyzed seemed to be very organized and informational. It is important that as nurses we know our patient’s wishes and act on them. I also think it is important for nurses to put their biases aside and serve the patient’s wishes to the best of our ability. Euthanasia is a very intense, debated topic. It is important to continue to do research on these types of topics to gather the most appropriate and beneficial data. This type of information will continue to help nurses in their own individual practice. 
06/11/2012 2:14 pm 
Liji,
I think you bring up some very important points about special training. Nurses need to be consciously aware of the patient’s they are caring for. It could be very beneficial for nurses to get special training on how to deal with patients who have been sexually assaulted. As you stated, nurses who are in position to be working with children such as in pediatrics or the ER would benefit greatly from this. It is important that we are in the best possible position to care for our patients. Special training on how to deal with patients who have fallen victim of sexual abuse could make or break the relationship and care given to a specific patient. 
06/10/2012 10:43 pm 
Kara,
I found it interesting that your article did not have a literature review section. When analyzing my article it was helpful to have a literature review section to read through. By having a literature review section the reader can easily identify why the study was done and what relevant data was already out there. It was also convenient to see what gaps there were in previous research that led the researchers to create a new study.
The article you analyzed did explain the gaps very well throughout the study. I am just curious as to why they did not specifically identify a literature review section to clarify more simply why further research is being done on the topic.
06/10/2012 10:48 pm 
Lindsay,
I agree that this article is very relevant to nursing. It identified both nurses in a nursing home and in a hospital setting. As nurses one of our biggest duties is serving as the patient’s advocate. It is important for nurses to be knowledgeable on the most relevant research. Nurses in the nursing home need to know what the best option for the patient with pneumonia would be. As you stated it would put more of a demand on the nurses in the nursing home if the patient’s were to be treated there. This is important for nursing homes to be aware of and potentially increase their nursing staff or train their nurses on how to properly care for these patients. 
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