06/13/2012 6:03 pm 
1. The problem being addressed and the purpose of the study are both clearly stated. According to Waldrop and Kirkendall (2009), there are no standards for end of life care provided in nursing homes, the procedures are not regulated, and as a result, the care that is provided greatly varies (p.719). Because of this problem, the researcher’s purpose for conducting this study was to learn how staff members at one nursing home recognize that a resident is dying and to obtain a typology of comfort measures that are provided during end of life care (Waldrop & Kirkendall, 2009, p. 720). I view this topic as being extremely important to nursing. Unfortunately, the health of every patient that nurses care for will not improve, especially in the nursing home setting. The end of a person’s life can be an extremely difficult time for both the patient and their loved ones. Having some sort of structure for end of life care could help ensure that patient and family needs are met in the best way possible. 
2. The questions that made up the interview are clearly listed within a table in the study. All of the questions are open-ended and are related to caring for residents who are dying and their families (Waldrop & Kirkendall, 2009). The questions are very appropriate for the study and directly address the topic of interest. The questions address how staff members recognize that a resident is dying, how the care provided changes, the interviewee’s role in caring for dying residents, policies that guide care, talking with the family, and providing care to the family (Waldrop & Kirdendall, 2009, p. 720). 
3. According to Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, and McCabe (2011), frameworks, such as theoretical and conceptual frameworks, describe proposed relationships among abstract concepts (p. 204). Waldrop and Kirkendall’s study does not seem to be based on any framework. No framework concepts or relationships were identified. 
4. The research article I have been reviewing has no literature review section. The researchers use several sources to back up their view that there is a problem with the end of life care provided in nursing homes, but they do not address whether or not prior studies on this topic have been conducted or any sort of previous knowledge on the subject. It would have been very helpful to know the information that a literature review would have provided for this study. It would have shown the foundation of knowledge that the researchers would be building on. 
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06/15/2012 3:36 pm 
Lindsay,
The study you chose sounds like it is very important to nursing. It is always a good idea to get feedback from patients about the care they are receiving. This study could help nurses in multiple settings provide better care to their pneumonia patients, which is especially important because pneumonia can be so dangerous, especially for the elderly. To get the best understanding of the patient’s view, the interviews that were conducted seem like the best method for collecting data. Like you mentioned, the literature review is very important to the study. I didn’t really realize this until I noticed that the study I chose had no literature review. Even though yours wasn’t clearly defined, it still sounds like you got some good information about previous studies. Great job!
06/16/2012 1:48 pm 
Kristina,
I like how you started your post by explaining what “sparks” the research process. Even though this study does not discuss the happiest of subjects, it is a topic that could improve the care that is given to dying patients based on the patients’ own perspectives. This study is definitely very important to nursing. Obviously, nurses cannot personally understand all of the hardships their patients go through, but they can gain a better understanding by learning about how patients view their own difficult experiences. Also, your study sounds like a great example of one that follows a conceptual framework.
06/15/2012 3:11 pm 
Krystal,
Like your study, the one that I read also did not have a thorough literature review. The first time I read the study, I did not really notice that such an important part was missing, probably because I am not used to evaluating research articles. However, it does sound like your article gave some good information about previous research done on the topic. Also, you did a great job explaining the similarities and differences among the types of frameworks that a study can follow. When I first read about frameworks, it was a little confusing and took a while to get a good grasp on the concept. It sounds like the study you reviewed was a great example of a conceptual framework. Great job!
06/16/2012 2:14 pm 
Madhavi,
Like I’ve mentioned before, I found this study to be very interesting. It is also a study that is important to nursing. It is helpful to get an inside view of how patients think and feel about the care and procedures they receive. I also agree that this study sounds like it follows a conceptual framework. This framework is a good fit for the stated problem. It sounds like the researchers in your study did an extremely thorough job at putting together the literature review. It is very helpful to know the background of the subject being studied.
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