06/13/2012 4:42 pm 
1. What was the problem and the purpose of the study? Were the problem and purpose clearly stated? In your opinion, is the topic important to nursing? How?
The purpose of the study was to explore Chinese parents' experiences of care-giving to a child with ADHD at home. The purpose of this study was clearly stated, additionally the study focused on four themes which included: the concept of the illness, barriers to child care in ADHD, psychological effects in care-giving, and positive aspects of care-giving. In my personal opinion, this topic is important to nursing. As a nurse, you will be exposed to many illnesses, and ADHD is definitely something you will see in both children and adults.
2. What are the objectives and/or research questions in the study? Did the author(s) clearly state them or do you have to infer them? Are the objectives/questions appropriate for the purpose of the study, or do the objectives/questions seem to address another issue?
According to the article, the aim of the study are clearly stated.The aim of the study was to describe Chinese parents’ perceptions towards care-giving to a child with ADHD at home. The objectives of the study were: (1) To identify parents’ understanding of ADHD and its treatment for their recently diagnosed child; (2) To explore these parents’ experiences and feelings of caring for their child with ADHD; (3) To identify their perceptions of parenting their child and its impacts on the whole family; and (4) To understand parents’ expectations and health service needs in care-giving. The objectives of the study are laid out in the text and correspond to the purpose of the study.	Comment by Charlotte: is	Comment by Charlotte: Add a space between stated and the. 
3. Was the study based on a framework? If so, what framework was used? Does the framework fit the problem? Are the framework concepts and relationships identified and clearly related to the problem?
This study is based on a framework and is a conceptual framework. The conceptual framework works for this study because it is focusing on the perceptions of the parents care-giving for children with ADHD. Since studies have already been proposed on perceptions of ADHD, this is a follow-up study focusing on parents from another country versus parents from the U.S. The framework concepts are not clearly identified in this study but can be inferred due to previous research done. A theoretical study would focus on the gathering of information about ADHD. A study such as this focuses on the perceptions of parents when care-giving for a child with ADHD.	Comment by Charlotte: parents’
4. The literature review is a section within research articles. Your analysis of the literature review is NOT your thoughts on how well-written and organized the journal article was. The literature review analysis should consist of your thoughts of how well the researchers looked at past literature to identify what was and was not known about the research topic prior to the current study. Please use the following questions as a guide.
Was the review of the literature thorough, appropriate and organized? Was current research included in the review? Was the literature well-critiqued? Were gaps in knowledge identified relating to the research problem? In other words, does the literature justify the need for the study?
The review of literature is not thorough for this study. There is not a whole lot of information mentioned on previous research done with ADHD. The authors do mention that there has been limited qualitative research done on the perceptions of parents care-giving for a child with ADHD. There HAS been a lot of research done on ADHD and the impact it can have on families and children in school. The literature that was used was critiqued well. It gave information that specifically related to this study which was very important.
[bookmark: R410519045949074I0]Ho, S. C., Chien, W. T., & Wang, L. Q. (2011, December). Parents’ peceptions of care-giving to a child with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder: An exploratory study. Contemporary Nurse, 40, 41-56. Retrieved from http://www.ebscohost.com	Comment by Charlotte: perceptions 
[bookmark: R410585295370370I0][bookmark: C410585295370370I0T410585318402778]Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Wolters Kluwer Health.(Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011, p. 111)	Comment by Charlotte: Add a space between the two 
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06/13/2012 4:50 pm 
Madeline,
You chose a wonderful article to critique because it is something we are all going to deal with at some point in our nursing careers. Since we are the patient advocates, it is also important for us to advocate for the families, friends, and relatives that are going through the phases of cancer as well. I think it is important that the purpose of the study can be clearly defined, whether it is written out in the text or inferred. When I read over your article, I figured I would find several questions to be researched. I am surprised that there were only two questions to be studied. It is amazing that the researchers were able to get such saturated data from two generalized questions. Additionally, when reading the study, I felt the information was stated well and included plenty of information about cancer in general. This allows nurses to understand the big picture when dealing with cancer which helps when caring for patients and families.
06/16/2012 5:45 pm 
Kate
I like your choice of article because UTIs are really common in the hospital setting, clinics, nursing homes, and among the baby boomer population. Kids, adults, and geriatric patients are susceptible to UTIs so it is very important for nurses to understand how they happen, ways to treat it, and how they can be prevented. It is also very important for nurses to be aware of which medications to use to treat UTIs effectively and the side effects that may occur with each medication. This article focuses on ways to prevent UTIs and clearly as a nurse this will be critical when we are doing patient education. Although some patients may be more susceptible to UTIs than others (the elderly and the young), it is necessary for nurses to understand ways to prevent this is we can. 
06/13/2012 5:02 pm 
Kristina,
I am glad you brought up the fact that it is important to focus on the patients needs when caring for them. I always have believed that pain is what the patient says it is and can be justified with any patient. Just like pain, research can and should be justified and necessary to answer the unknown. I like that you make that point specifically about research. It would be pointless if there wasn't something to be researched. As I previously stated in another post about cancer, care-giving for patients with cancer can be difficult for you, the patient, the family, and anyone else that is involved in the situation. It is the nurses responsibility to advocate for the patient and the family because the patient and family are depending on your input. After reading your study, I think cross-sectional research is important to gain that understanding of individuals dying from advanced cancer. It is unfortunate that the severity cannot be inferred from the research but at least you can get an idea of what these people are going through when dealing with cancer.
06/16/2012 5:58 pm 
Kaley,
Although my choice of work when I finish nursing school will be pediatrics, comfort measures may be used for some patients in unfortunate situations. Comfort measures are something that keep each and every patient feeling as best as they can when approaching death. We all deserve this type of treatment when we reach the end of our lives. As a nurse it is important for us to respect this and do whatever we can to keep each and every patient comfortable. I think the researchers of your article do a great job when choosing questions to ask the interviewees. My favorite question is how will the care change when a patient is dying. When I first started this program, I didn't realize how versatile care can be depending on what type of situation you are dealing with. I agree with you that the literature review would have been helpful to your study because it would provide more vital information about research that has been done on comfort measures.	Comment by Charlotte: the care will
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