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1. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The sample population is clearly described in the research article. The population that the survey was performed on was a randomly selected group of 990 registered nurses that were employed on an inpatient floor. The subjects of the survey needed to meet a certain criteria. The criteria consisted of the individual being a RN, employed as a staff nurse on an inpatient floor, and the RN had to work 20% of a full time position (Ofstead, Tucker, Beebe, & Poland, 2008). A computer randomly selected 1,000 registered nurses which made up 25% of all RNs on the inpatient units of the Mayo Clinic. The group that was selected definitely represents the population of interest. The sampling method was appropriate and worked efficiently. The chosen registered nurses were sent an e-mail with a link to the survey in a secure manor. The RNs indicated consent to the research study by completing and submitting the survey. This method worked well for researchers because the registered nurses were able to complete the survey in a time span of 30 days and in their own homes. Once the survey was completed, the information was automatically sorted and entered into a database. According to Rebar, Macnee, McCabe, & Gersch, (2011) "Because the data collection methods in qualitative research yield much data from each participant, the sample sizes in this type of research are usually smaller than in quantitative research" (Macnee, McCabe, & Gersch, 2011, pg. 111). The sample size for this study is adequate because the participants have experience with the topic of interest. All participants provided information along the same lines. Missing data was rare and majority of the participants received the influenza vaccine before so they were able to respond to all 90 questions presented. The results of the study cannot be generalized due to the fact that only a small number of registered nurses were surveyed. Also, only inpatient staff nurses from one institution were questioned which narrows the population. According to Ofstead, Tucker, Beebe, & Poland, (2008) "The survey relied on self-reported data, and it is possible that respondents gave socially desirable responses or did not accurately recall information" (Ofstead, Tucker, Beebe, & Poland, 2008). Protection of the participants was addressed during the study. The selected registered nurses were emailed the survey and were told that completing the survey and submitting is indicated as consent. They were also told that the survey was being conducted via a secure internal web site that only the researchers had access to. 	Comment by Charlotte:  (2011), 	Comment by Charlotte: What about Rebar. Can quote as Rebar et al. 	Comment by Charlotte: Can quote as Ofstead et al. 
2. What steps should researchers take to ensure they produce an ethical study? Sometimes research is conducted on members of vulnerable populations. Provide some examples of vulnerable populations. What additional considerations must be undertaken to protect these subjects from discomfort and harm?
According to Macnee, McCabe, & Gersch, (2011) "Research actions require full patient consent and institutional review board (IRB) authorization" (Macnee, McCabe, & Gersch, 2011, pg. 131). Ethical principles are required to protect the subjects that are participating in the research study. Next the researchers need to get a signed consent form from every participant in the study. The participants need to understand every aspect of the research study and what is exactly going to happen. Also, participants must volunteer for the study, they should not feel pressured into doing anything they do not want to do. Examples of vulnerable populations would be prisoners, the homeless, and the mentally ill. Considerations should be given for these participants because prisoners may feel that they need to be on their best behavior, homeless participants may feel the need to participate for income, and the mentally ill may not understand fully and feel as if they are being forced to participate. Every individual should be treated equal in a research study and should feel protected while participating. It is very important for the researchers to follow an ethical study step by step. The IRB should be aware of the population that is being surveyed and how they were recruited to ensure that the research is ethical and appropriate. 	Comment by Charlotte: What about Rebar. Can quote as Rebar et al. 
	Comment by Charlotte: What about Rebar. Can quote as Rebar et al. 
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06/02/2012 7:48 pm 
-Kallie
I think it is very interesting that the article you researched was postponed at one point in time. I think it is great to see that someone was able to pick up where one researcher left off. That goes to show that there are many people out there willing to gain as much information as possible to understand medicine. Do you know if the information gained from the first researcher in 1997 was still used in the later research? I also wonder why there was such a low amount of participants for this study. 
06/02/2012 7:53 pm 
-Lindsay
The article you chose to critique seems to be very interesting. After experiencing clinical on the Medical/Surgical floor I feel as if I came across many elderly patients with pneumonia. At one point in time I feel like that was the only patients I saw! From my experience with these patients, they seemed to be very sick and totally lacked energy. I believe if an elderly patient in a nursing home presents with pneumonia that they should be treated at a hospital since it is a very contagious sickness.
06/03/2012 7:29 pm 
-Kelsey
I think this study was very helpful and interesting. When I experienced my first two clinicals during my first semester of nursing school, I felt lost during report. I remember thinking to myself that I would never understand these abbreviations, procedures, and medications the nurses were talking about. During my second semester, I had great nurses that would take us students aside and teach us how to do a thorough report. I now feel confident to report and think that nurses that are willing to teach and be a mentor should take students under their wing at clinical. 
06/03/2012 7:18 pm 
-Kristina
I found your article to be very interesting. It was cool to see that cancer patients with a difficult prognosis were able to talk about their experiences. I bet they want researchers to understand what they need to make their life easier. I feel like this topic could be researched for many years to come because of all the advancements in medicine. As we improve on technology, I would think that patients have many different experiences with cancer. Hopefully they got some great results and are applying them to cancer patients today! 
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