05/31/2012 2:17 pm 
1. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The study was focused on the prevention of UTI's. Since UTI's are a common occurance in the elderly population the study was conducted in 44 Norweign nursing homes in 19 different counties across the country. Overall they interviewed 1473 nursing home residents using two surveys. One included their age, gender, and living situations, while other focused on what preventitive measures they were taking to UTI's. I think the results of this study are appropriate for the elderly population of Norway, but not for the United States, because in Norway because they take different measures to prevention than we do. The nursing homes were in enrolled in this study by the National Network of Consultant Pharmacists and were approved for the study by the ethical committee and the Norweign Social Science Service, so it was IRB approved. 	Comment by Charlotte: occurence	Comment by Charlotte: preventative 	Comment by Charlotte:  Norwegian 
. What steps should researchers take to ensure they produce an ethical study? Sometimes research is conducted on members of vulnerable populations. Provide some examples of vulnerable populations. What additional considerations must be undertaken to protect these subjects from discomfort and harm?
When performing an ethical study, researchers should ask themselves two questions, "Was there enough information given for me to understand how rights of human subjects were pretected?" and "Would my patient population have been placed at risk if they had participated in this study?". Some example of vulnerable populations would include prisoners, the homeless, and the mentally ill. Protect these groups from being taken advantage of the research must proviede an equal opportunity for the entire population to take part in the study. 	Comment by Charlotte: protected 	Comment by Charlotte: provide
Bergman, J., Schgott, J., & Blix, H. (2011). Prevention of urinary tract infections in nursing homes: lack of evidence-based prescription? BMC Geriatrics. 11(69). boi: 10.1186/1471-2318-11-69.	Comment by Charlotte: Lack

06/02/2012 9:35 pm 
Lindsey, 
Great post! Vulnerable populations can really sway a study if it is conducted unethically. Some example of vulerable populations not only include the mentally ill, but also prisoners, the homeless, and women (mostly women of the childbearing age). I had actually not even thought of language barriers as a way of interrupting a study, but now that you bring it up, I know a lot people just answer yes to questions when they have no idea what you are talking about. The care giver could also effect the credibility of the study, you must make sure that the caregiver gives adequate information about the patient or one again you study could be flawed. 	Comment by Charlotte: Some examples of vulnerable	Comment by Charlotte: affect
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Kourtney,
I know! It's amazing to me how so there can be so many different reactions to the same type of drug. For example, I recently an interneship at a hospital near my home town, and I have seen some pretty crazy things. There was one gentleman who came in completely normal prior to surgery and when he came out, he was so confused. He had no idea where he was at and he didn't understand why he was there, we actually had to get an order for restraints because he was causing harm to himself. However, I have seen many people have the same surgery, using the same drugs and they have been completely fine. That is why research is so important, it helps prepare for what might happen in the future, which can help prevent accidents. 	Comment by Charlotte: important; 
05/31/2012 2:24 pm 
Katie, 
Great post! I was reading out of our nursing research book that you must also be aware of researching women, especially during reproductive years. For example if you were conducting a study on on how some drug effects the body, you might want to know if that woman is pregnant or not. In the past they used to just avoid using women, but as we both know in order to form an accurate study of an entire population you must both include males and females. In most recent studies, they must include woman, men, adolescents of different ethnic and economic backgrounds for it to be considered useable research. 	Comment by Charlotte: delete	Comment by Charlotte: women, men, and adolescents 
Great Job, 
Kate
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Kara, 
Great Job!
I had never thought about prisoners or the homeless as vulnerable groups before. As I was reading the research book, it said that prisoners were more likely to participate to show good behavior, therefore your study would be flawed because the majority of your research group could be prisoners. The same goes for the homeless, they might be more willing to participate in a study if they are going to get something in return. Both of these groups could greatly effect the outcome of the study because they have no real desire to partake which gives them no incentive not to lie, so they may just tell you what you want to hear or what simply may be the easiest answer to give. 	Comment by Charlotte: behavior; 	Comment by Charlotte: homeless; 	Comment by Charlotte: affect 
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