05/28/2012 9:42 am 
1. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The sample of the people that were involved in the study was clearly desribed and they did represent the population of interest. This study was conducted in regards to the elderly living in nursing homes and whether or not to send them to a hospital if they get pneumonia or if they should be treated where they reside. "Participants included six residents and eight family members. All of the residents were female between the ages of 76 and 93 years (mean age=84 years)" (Carusone, Loeb, & Lohfeld, 2006). Before being selected for the study, the participants needed to qualify within a certain criteria. One important aspect was that they had to remember and restate things from a previous meeting. They all also had to be capable of speaking and answering questions without assistance. Each participant was asked the same series of questions in one interview. The residents were interviewed in their nursing home, four total homes were chosen from. The families were interviewed wherever it was convenient for them. The research team received adequate results to make a determination, but it might have been more broad if they involved more participants. They may use it to generalize the entire population, but I would think their would have to be more interviews in order to do that. Protection of the subjects were addressed, they all had to give verbal consent in order to release their names to be contacted, then once chosen they all had to sign an informed consent in order to participate. 	Comment by Charlotte: descibed	Comment by Charlotte: broader	Comment by Charlotte: there
2. What steps should researchers take to ensure they produce an ethical study? Sometimes research is conducted on members of vulnerable populations. Provide some examples of vulnerable populations. What additional considerations must be undertaken to protect these subjects from discomfort and harm?
It's important to make sure that an ethical study was performed. Vulnerable populations could include people that really can't express their feelings so they may have a caregiver speak for their behalf. If that's the case, then there could be communication barriers that could diminish the credibility of the information. The conductors of the research study made sure that the participants knew that their care would not be affected in any way from participating in the study. "This study was approved by the research ethics board at St. Joseph's Hospital in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada (Carusone, Loeb,& Lohfeld, 2006). 
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05/28/2012 9:57 pm 
Kallie, 
I'm surprised that they still took the original research and used it years later, I just would think it wouldn't be considered valid anymore. I also agree that the results could have varied if they chose more participants to interview after they reopened the study, a lot could change within 10 years, including peoples opinions. I would be intrigued to know what the research would show if this study was conducted in the United States. In order to get the best results, it's important for the participants to know that regardless of their answers, their care will not be affected. They are greatly helping the science field with different attitudes toward important decisions. 	Comment by Charlotte: later;	Comment by Charlotte: people’s 
05/30/2012 9:46 pm 
Kelsey, 
The article that you chose definitely affects all of us. I would love to participate in a study that could greatly benefit nursing students around the country. Oral shift report is important because something could have just happened and you might not get that information from just reading a chart. Up to date information is crucial in exceptional care, which is the main priority of nurses. I agree with different semesters of school might want more, but it's just because the newer ones might not have been exposed to a lot of different situations yet. During clinical, it's very important to receive all the information regarding your patient in order to ensure the patient's safety as well as their type of care. 
05/31/2012 9:35 pm 
Kourtney, 
You're article is very intriguing to me because I hope to be a pediatric nurse some day, and immunizations are a big part of child health care. Although the study you chose was taken in Hawaii, I wonder how other states would compare. I also wonder what the reasonings are for why parents don't follow the recommended schedule. I wonder if it's relgious purposes or natural purposes, such as only using natural remedies such as herbs. I would be interested to know what Illinois' research would show. Also, you brought up a great point about how prisoners might feel obligated to participate or they could be punished. No matter who participants in a study, a informed consent must be signed and the people chosen must completely understand. 	Comment by Charlotte: Your	Comment by Charlotte: religious	Comment by Charlotte: whom

05/31/2012 9:40 pm 
Kalyn, 
After reading your post, I started wondering if the study results would have differed if there were more males that were involved. Sometimes when men are interviewing or in a certain situation, it may be intimidating and some of the questions might have been answered differently, not saying by any means that all women are easy to talk to, I just think it's the approach that makes all the difference, especially with people who have extreme anxiety. You also brought up valid points regarding different barriers that may disrupt the communication barrier. One other one could be a language barrier. The participant could misinterpret what the question was that was being asked and answer it in a different way then what he or she wanted. 
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