05/30/2012 3:29 pm 
1. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The purpose of the article was to find out why children were not receiving their immunizations according to the recommended schedule. Focus groups were held on four different islands of Hawaii. Thirteen focus groups were held, each with 12-20 parents. This sample did not represent the population discussed. It did represent the population of Hawaii. The study did use parents who currently had a child between 2 and 4 and were not fully immunized. Parents were recruited by WIC and other health care facilities, as well as posters placed in common areas. The sample size of this study was 64. (Niederhauser & Markowitz, 2007) According to Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice says in general, sample sizes tend to be fewer than 50 participants (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). The results of this study can be generalized to the population of Hawaii. The study was approved by the IRB of the University of Hawaii (Niederhauser & Markowitz, 2007).	Comment by Charlotte: According to Rebar, Gersch, Macnee & McCabe (2011), 
2. What steps should researchers take to ensure they produce an ethical study? Sometimes research is conducted on members of vulnerable populations. Provide some examples of vulnerable populations. What additional considerations must be undertaken to protect these subjects from discomfort and harm?
To make sure the research being performed, the researchers need to get IRB approval before beginning any contact with participants. They must also get informed consent from the participants to make sure they understand everything that they are volunteering for in the study. Examples of a vulnerable group are prisoners. They may feel obligated to participate to display good behavior. Informed consent must be obtained from the participant and it should be made clear that they do not have to participate in the study. (Rebar et al., 2011)
Niederhauser, V. P., & Markowitz, M. (2007). Barriers to
immunizations:Multiethnic parents of under- and unimmunized children speak. Journal ofthe American Academy of Nurse Practitioners, 19, 15-23. doi:10.1111/j.1745-7599.2006.00185.x	Comment by Charlotte: Insert space	Comment by Charlotte: Insert a space 
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011).
Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice. (3rd ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincot Williams & Wilkins.	Comment by Charlotte: Lippincott 
Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Steinkamp, Kourtney 
	Date Graded:6/4/12 
	Week #:   3
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   305

   YES        NO
	Comments:

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	4

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	3






05/31/2012 9:49 pm 
Lindsay,
I am very interested in working in pediatrics some day as well! I think that would be very interesting to do a study in Illinois. It would be more relevant to us as nurses in the area. I wonder if weather would have any affect on whether or not a child is vaccinated on schedule. In Illinois the weather can get very cold with snow and ice which could possible keep parents from taking their children to the doctor if they are not sick. This may be true especially if the family does not have their own vehicle and rely on public transportation. It would be interesting to see the results!	Comment by Charlotte: someday	Comment by Charlotte: effect	Comment by Charlotte: its
06/01/2012 9:23 pm 
Kristina,
I think it is great that these cancer patients would take the time to interview and talk about their experiences. They have been given a limited amount of time left and are still willing to help the study. Personally I think I would want to be doing other things such as spending as much time with my family as I could. It is people like these that really improve health care for future patients. Hopefully the information gained from this study will help future cancer patients. 
06/01/2012 9:16 pm 
Kelly,
This is a very neat way to do a survey. I think it is a good that the participants can take the survey on their own time. The part that I think is most interesting is that the data is automatically sorted and entered in the database. I used to work as a research assistant and one of the things I hated most was entering data into the computer. It was not only boring but also was very time consuming because it all had to be double checked by another research assistant. I just thought that was an interesting approach to the survey method.
05/31/2012 9:54 pm 
Kathleen, 
You make a great point! I remember reading that medications only used to be tested on males and not females. I think it is very important to be testing these drugs on men and woman of all ages and races. If we do not know what a drug does to a female or a child then why are they being prescribed. Sounds kind of silly if you ask me! It is good to know that recent studies have been including all types of people instead of just men. 
Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
	Week #:   3
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	4
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: 5/31 115, 6/1 90, 6/1 108, 5/31 92 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	1



