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1. Please summarize the article. (Do not copy the abstract; I would like to know what you think the article is about in your own words.)
The article I chose to critique involves the influenza vaccination among registered nurses. The researchers wanted to evaluate the knowledge of nurses in relation to this particular vaccine and reasons behind declining it. According to Ofstead, Tucker, Beebe, & Poland, (2008) "Influenza is a serious infectious disease contracted by 5%-20% of the population annually, causing approximately 226,000 hospitalizations and 36,000 deaths in the United States" (Ofstead, Tucker, Beebe, & Poland, 2008). Since this disease could be contracted so easily especially among health care professionals, researchers wanted to understand how many registered nurses received information in relation to the flu and the vaccine. The conductors polled a randomly selected group of 990 RNs at the Mayo Clinic to find their answers. Researchers discovered that majority of the nurses received education on the vaccine such as bulletins, handouts, and verbal education. The nurses claimed they received information on the severity, transmission, and prevention of the disease. However, when asked questions on a survey about the vaccine only 10% of nurses gave correct answers. Also, those that declined the vaccine felt as if there was not a great need for it and that the disease is not that serious. Researchers concluded that strategies besides educational interventions are needed to increase the numbers of influenza vaccinations. 	Comment by cconnerton: This is a fragment. 
2. Briefly describe the results of the study. Were the results clearly written? Are limitations of the study identified? What were the limitations? Are implications for nursing addressed? In other words, how does this study impact nursing? Are recommendations for future studies identified? What are the recommendations?
The results showed that the survey was only completed by 513 out of 990 RNs. The survey showed that 86.7% of nurses had the influenza vaccine in the past but only 64.5% intended on having it for the next flu season. The results were clearly written and well explained. The researchers did a great job explaining their study step by step and explaining how they got the numbers that they did. Limitations of the study were not directly identified within the article. From reading the article I identified potential limitations. These limitations are sample size, measure used to collect the data since it was electronic, and time limit since flu season is not year round. Implications for nursing were addressed in the article. The nurses surveyed worked on an inpatient floor in the hospital that deals with many flu patients. Since the disease is passed via droplet and or contact, it is very easy to contract. This impacts the nursing community because one nurse can pass this disease to many patients, staff members, and visitors in one day. Recommendations for future studies were identified since the Center for Disease Control changes their standards for vaccination. They address the low number of vaccines received by health care providers and believe that hospitals should make influenza vaccine mandatory. More studies should be conducted to see future hospital policies and if these regulations change the minds of RNs who believe the flu is not that serious of a disease. 
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05/27/2012 9:30 pm 
-Kara
I believe that the article you chose is very important. There are many patients that are bedridden and need a great amount of care. Preventing pressure ulcers on a patient is a hospital's main concern when dealing with incontinent bedridden patients. If studies can prove that indwelling bowel catheters help the patient, staff, and saves the hospital money I believe that they should be used more often. I also believe that indwelling bowel catheters can help from spreading infections on bedridden patients. If a patient is in critical care and cannot fend for themselves, this technique can really help prevent further complications. 
05/27/2012 9:43 pm 
-Krystal
I found the topic you chose to be very interesting. Even though your study was conducted in Hong Kong, I believe the results are very similar to those that you would see in the United States. Many of my family friends have children that are diagnosed with ADHD and they often feel like they do not know how to handle the disease. They believe it is going to be hard for the kids to keep up in school as well as activities. I think that parents should be given as much information as possible on ways to help deal with this diagnosis so that they can avoid as many barriers as possible. Often times when I come across kids with behavioral disabilities I would not even know they were facing a problem because the disease was well maintained. I believe that the great amount of information on ADHD that is given to these families helps with the success of the child. 
05/25/2012 3:52 pm 
-Kourtney
I think the article you chose to critique is very interesting and has many debates behind it. I believe that immunizations are very important because if you can prevent a disease why wouldn't you take advantage of that! Many diseases that these immunizations protect us from are not common in the United States today but you never know when they may reemerge. I enjoy reading articles on this topic because of the studies that have been done so far. I find it interesting to read both sides of this debate and to understand researchers reasons behind supporting vaccinations as well as not. 
05/25/2012 3:36 pm 
-Kristina
I think the article you chose to critique is fantastic. Cancer is a very common and serious disease that nurses will see a lot of. While I was in clinical I had the privilege to work with many patients that had cancer. Many of times, this disease affected these patients in numerous ways. They went through endless surgeries, grieving with their families, and giving up many activities that they used to enjoy. I believe that these studies can really enlighten nurses on how to care for these patients that are going through the hardest time of their lives. Having nurses care for cancer patients in the best way possible could make a huge difference to the patient as well as their family. 
Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Sheppard, Kelly
	Date Graded: 5/30/12
	Week #:   2
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   492

   YES        NO
	Comments: Interesting topic. I personally have refused to get the flu vaccine even though I had adequate education. I also know other nurses who have done the same. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	4



Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
	Week #:   2
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	4
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: 5/27 106, 5/27 165, 5/25 106, 5/25 126 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]2




