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1. Please summarize the article. (Do not copy the abstract; I would like to know what you think the article is about in your own words.)
The article I found is rightfully titled Longitudinal Study of Patients with Advanced Cancer. The men and women who worked together on this project wanted to conduct a study that provided an understanding of the experience of dying from the time of diagnosis to death. The article begins by highlighting previous research done over this topic. It then goes on to explain in detail the steps this team took to gather information to complete their study. Because cancer is a commonly known cause of death in the United States data was collected from 26 men and women diagnosed with lung and GI cancer. A series of interviews and questions were asked of these individuals to form a cluster of hermeneutic data; when a researcher acts as the interpreter of the collected data. Data was collected over a period of time based off the clients' condition. The long span of time that this study was performed allows for a greater understanding of the whole process. The article goes on to explain the results of the study. The goal of understanding the prolonged experience on dying was met. 

2. Briefly describe the results of the study. Were the results clearly written? Are limitations of the study identified? What were the limitations? Are implications for nursing addressed? In other words, how does this study impact nursing? Are recommendations for future studies identified? What are the recommendations?
The goal of the study was to collect data from individuals diagnosed with advanced cancer to develop a better understanding of what one goes through from the time of diagnosis until death. The amount of information available to readers on this study is impeccable. The method used was clearly outlined in this article offering everything from gathering of the participants to preparing others for future research. The results entail the views of the participates and their need to life out their lives to the best of their ability. The limitations in this study were easily identified. Limits included only people with advanced cancer who weren't of poor health prior to their diagnosis. Other limitations of the study include being able to collect all necessary data. First of all a patient hours before death can't necessarily articulate their emotions. In addition, a patient who may have been willing to participate in the study might not always feel up to the task of interviewing with a researcher during their advancing illness. Towards the end of the article a discussion session offers insight for nurses when caring for a dying individual. Overall a nurse should keep in mind the wishes of their patient and do whatever they can to meet his or her wishes. Future research suggest expanding the data pool to not just cancer patients but any group of people with a terminal illness. 	Comment by cconnerton: This should say live not life out their lives. 	Comment by cconnerton: This is a fragment not a sentence. 
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Kallie,
The article you found was very enlightening. I have heard from others about how controversial euthanasia can be, but I have never read about surveys being performed. It was pretty cool to learn that after a study of individuals, most of which may have euthanasia as an option if it were legal, were torn between yes and no. I'm curious though why the study was performed with such an odd number. Sixty-six people seems like such a random number, I wonder if the researchers had a reason for choosing that many people? Nurses need to keep in mind the wishes of each patient in their care, after all nurses act as advocates for patients wishes. While this article brought up some good information I like the recommendation to continue the study. 
05/26/2012 10:13 am 
Kelsey,
I have to admit that your article is my favorite one to read thus far. I know that I've felt some uneasiness with end of shift reports and I wish there were a guidelines for everything that needs to be reported off. I like that you included the importance of communication for nurses, because after all it is the basis for good health care. Getting on a floor to begin a shift, or beginning clinical in a students case, there sometimes isn't always enough time to fully review a patients chart before beginning care. Therefore getting a summary from the previous nurse could be vital to providing the best care for clients. In your response you mentioned that as a result students wished to be more involved, I couldn't agree more. I often get the impression that nurses are just trying to pass on their information quickly so they can clock out. Quickly giving report can result in leaving out important information and not allowing students or colleges an opportunity to speak up. I think you chose a great subject, hopefully there will be better guidelines someday. 	Comment by Charlotte: Delete the a 	Comment by Charlotte: student’s 	Comment by Charlotte: patient’s 	Comment by Charlotte: subject; 
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	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
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	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	1

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
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