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1. Please summarize the article. (Do not copy the abstract; I would like to know what you think the article is about in your own words.)
This is an article I found of a very popular topic up for debate worldwide. There were three authors included in this particular study from a Palliative Medicine Journal. Karlsson is a Swedish director of Linkoping University Hospital in Sweden. Mulberg is on a Unit of Advanced Palliative Care in Sweden and Strang is in the Sweden Department of Oncology-Pathology. They believe that “euthanasia increases patient autonomy by enabling decisions that control one’s own life and death” (Karlsson, Milberg and Strang, 2012, p. 37). This was an interview study done of 66 patients with cancer focusing on their outlooks on euthanasia. The study consisted of a wide range of patients including male and female, ages 30-90 with various types of cancer in two different counties across seas. In the conclusion of the study they determined that legislation needs to take into consideration the patient’s viewpoints when determining to legalize it in any area.
2. Briefly describe the results of the study. Were the results clearly written? Are limitations of the study identified? What were the limitations? Are implications for nursing addressed? In other words, how does this study impact nursing? Are recommendations for future studies identified? What are the recommendations?
The results were clearly stated. There were no limitations of this particular study. The results stated that 29% were for euthanasia, 20% were against it and 51% felt indifferent on which way to lean. None of these 66 patients were interested in euthanasia for themselves. Nursing was addressed in this study due to all of the ethical boundaries associated with euthanasia and physicians assisted suicides. This study greatly impacts nursing because nurses always need to keep in mind the wishes of each individual patient as well as their personal belief of euthanasia. Nurses also have to keep their ethical decisions in line because of the intensity of this issue. Only one recommendation was presented in the study which was to include more patients from various places.
Karlsson, M., Milberg, A., & Strang, P. (2012). Dying cancer patients’
own opinions on euthanasia: An expression of autonomy?
A qualitative study. Palliative Medicine, 26(1), 34-42.
doi:10.1177/0269216311404275
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Krystal -
While I was researching this topic I found it interesting that the majority of the studies were conducted overseas - Europe, Sweden, Ireland. I am curious as to why this is? Money? Researchers? Interests? I think it would be beneficial to conduct more of these studies here in the United States so it could relate more to our profession in the homeland. Also, this was an interview study. I do agree with you however that a formal interview is the best way to go for a study like this though because it could get the best results.
It was very interesting to me how the patients would not have chose euthanasia for themselves since they are in such a debilitating state at the time of this study. I am not sure why this is, but this would be another great study!
Kallie
Kallie Tracy 
05/22/2012 12:38 pm 
Kara -
I enjoyed reading your summary of the article you found. I further researched these two types of knowledge to increase my understanding of them. 
I found that examples of tacit knowledge include experiences of others, thinking, perceptions and insights. Examples of explicit knowledge were more concrete examples such as document, records, files and books (Otto, 2003). In a way these reminded me of qualitative and quantitative information with one being a concrete number or example and the other being more subjective.
Otto, R. (2003). Explicit tacit. Retrieved from 
http://www.cognitivedesignsolutions.com/KM/ExplicitTacit.htm 
05/22/2012 12:44 pm 
Liji -
You chose an interesting topic. I strongly believe that nurses need more training on issues of abuse because it is so common in today's society. There are several types of abuse that could be occurring with a patient: sexual, physical, emotional, verbal, neglect and more. As nurses we all need to be aware of any situation that could arise then further know how to deal with it, not just avoid the issue due to nervousness.
It was disturbing to me that 80% of nurses are not aware of how to notify the proper personnel about intimate partner violence and it makes me curious about other forms of abuse/violence too. These are serious issues that need to be addressed.
Kallie
05/23/2012 4:11 pm 
Kelsey -
I found your article very interesting I researched it myself. This topic is so important to giving patients adequate care at all hours of the day. Oral shift reports are crucial for students to get in on, but sometimes they are not that useful. By this I mean a few that I have been involved in were very fast paced, short in duration and choppy with information including lab results. I think that nursing students need an opportunity in all situations to ask questions and speak their pieces of information for this would be more helpful with us giving positive care. To have more beneficial oral shift reports they need to be a little bit longer, easier to understand, more involvement of students and having the ability to ask questions if needed.
I think there should be more studies on this topic performed to get more results.
Good Post Kelsey!
Kallie
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