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1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
The biggest concern I feel about research in general is that vast amount of information will overwhelm me. As with any other course in college I worry that my grades won’t be up to par and I will be at risk of failing. When the word research comes to mind an image of old scientists with glasses and white coats working with tests tubes in a laboratory pops into my head. Obviously this vision is a stereotype but it does demonstrate how difficult I believe research to be. Individuals learn at an early age what research is and how to perform it, simply step into grade schools and dozens of children are forming hypotheses and making experiments. This being said I do feel that research is something I could do, something that almost anyone could do for that matter. My current lack of research reading is honestly due to lack of interest. Unless assigned to read an article or referred to research by a friend I would never choose to read research for fun. Barriers I feel related to research can absolutely be applied to nurses practicing healthcare today. If one person isn’t interesting in something it is likely that someone else feels similarly. Nurses practicing healthcare could also be disinterested in research because it doesn’t apply to their specialty. For example if an article about geriatric practices passes the desk of a pediatric nurse they wouldn’t feel compelled to pursue it. 
2.Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
The two different types of research, quantitative and qualitative, differ by what is being researched. Qualitative research is a collection of subjective information, whereas quantitative research is using objective information for studies. Both types can be useful in studying the practice of nursing, however whenever possible using both collections of information can help to prove a conclusion. For example if practicing nurses wanted to know which method of pain management is most effective for a post-surgical adult a researcher would use a mixture of data to form conclusions. Perhaps they would collect a record of patients feelings/emotions related to their pain treatment, this would be considered qualitative research. In addition to the subjective data collected, one would most likely gather information about how many different types of pain management and their effectiveness to formulate a more numerical evidenced conclusion. The possibilities of research data are endless but whatever is being studied can always be classified as either quantitative or qualitative. 
3.Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and conferences. How can you tell if a source is “scholarly?” For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn’t the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
With all the information available these days it can be hard to pick out which information can be used for scholarly purposes. With the advances in technology it is now possible for anyone to create a website saying whatever they’d like. It is for this reason that Wikipedia isn’t considered academic by most institutions. Anyone could create a “Wiki account” and edit the information about a topic of their choosing. While some individuals provide very helpful information, there are others who could choose to include data completely unrelated on a Wikipedia page. One of the best ways to determine to validity of a source is to check the author. An article that is peer-reviewed means that after an author finishes some work two or more of his or her peers, who are familiar with the topic, critique the work. A peer-reviewed article is one of the most accurate sources to use when researching. While it may be possible to spot a peer-reviewed article to some, it usually takes a little investigation to find the information indicating that the piece was in fact peer-reviewed. Usually there is a claim mark at the beginning or end of a piece.
4.Let’s start a Nursing research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
To access a scholarly website the best and most useful option for me is to use the google scholar option. While browsing I also found doaj.org which appears to be useful. After creating a free account anyone could access peer-reviewed nursing journals from Lippincott’s Nursing center (Nursingcenter.com) as well as accessing the American Journal of Nursing from journals.lww.com/ajnonline/pages/default.aspx
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Laura,
I find your interest in research inspiring. I honestly feel like I wouldn't be reading half of the stuff we do if we weren't assigned. The fact that you talked so highly about actual barriers you have a problem with made me wish I had a bigger interest in research. I'm curious though are you passionate about research simply because you have an interest in it, or do you have some influence in your life that inspired you to persue research? I wish I could be motivated to learn as you appear. I look forward to reading all your posts this semester, I have a feeling they'll be enlightening. 
05/18/2012 12:58 pm 
Kimberly,
After reading about your concerns for this course I'm glad to see others have similar fears as I do. Writing a paper is hard enough, let alone having to do it in a group over the Internet! I remember when nursing school started all the people in the classes above me advice was to take everything day by day. I think if we can have the same attitude for this class we'll do great. I liked how you mentioned that you would consider doing research after a few years in the field. I have the idea in my mind that research is hard and I wouldn't do it unless I had to, but after hearing your plan I would consider doing some research after I've had some time to practice nursing. Look forward to reading your posts this semester!
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