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1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
My biggest concern with research is that I will not go about gaining information in a professional manner. There are many steps and guidelines required when researching and I fear I may leave a part out or overlook a certain requirement. I am also concerned that I may think I am using a scholarly resource but in reality, the source is not as credible as I may think. With research, you need multiple articles on the same topic to compare and contrast the information you are researching which can be very time consuming and overwhelming. I always have a difficult time finding proper sources and enough information to conduct a research project at the bachelor degree level. When I hear the word research in a classroom setting, I instantly begin freaking out. I get very overwhelmed when it comes to research projects, presentations, and papers. I believe that research requires top notch work and incredibly intelligent people and I fear I do not live up to that expectation. I am hoping this class allows me to realize that I am capable of producing exceptional research material and that I may end up enjoying this type of work and pursue it in my nursing career. As of right now, my lack of time prevents me from reading research. I find it hard fitting my required academics into my daily life let alone adding something more to my pile of readings. I would definitely read into certain topics if I had the time and am hoping this summer allows me to do so. I strongly believe that my barriers are the same as practicing nurses in healthcare today. Nurses are very busy and work long hours as well as picking up extra shifts if needed. Also, many nurses have families to take care of on their days off so I could imagine reading up on the latest research is difficult for them. 
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
There are many different research methods used to gather information. Two broad categories are quantitative and qualitative methods. Quantitative research is an amount of something. An example would be a monthly number on how many patients visited an emergency room in a 24 hour period. Qualitative research is based on subjective information. An example would be the specific reasoning by the patient as to why they had to visit the emergency room. Although these two methods of research are different, they are both needed to bring together the topic that is being researched. 
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
One can tell a source is scholarly by looking where it has been published. Often times a credible source will be published by a university, a scholarly association, or a known academic publisher. Wikipedia is not considered to be scholarly because anybody could sign on and write about a subject and claim their information is correct and scholarly. It cannot be considered peer-reviewed information because one does not know who read the information and what they have changed. Peer-reviewed information means that the research provided has been read by other scholars and the information has been approved as credible and has been accepted for publication. One can tell that an article has been peer-reviewed by looking to see if the information has been cited with in text citations, there is a proper works cited page, and if the information is focused on a specific topics. You can tell if an article is peer-reviewed by reading the information and looking for specifics in the article. You should be looking for an author, citations, resources, acknowledgments, etc. 
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
One scholarly website that provides research that could be accessed by everyone is the Google Scholar website. This pulls up great information that is credible and very helpful.
http://scholar.google.com/schhp?hl=en
Peer-reviewed nursing journals: Wiley Online Library has a great selection of nursing journals that allow you to view the full article in a pdf file.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1046/j.1365-2648.2001.01748.x/abstract?userIsAuthenticated=false&deniedAccessCustomisedMessage=
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins also offers nursing research journals with an abundance of information.
http://journals.lww.com/nursingresearchonline/Abstract/1998/09000/The_Practical_Effects_of_Errors_in_Reference_Lists.10.aspx
Rebar, C. R., Macnee, C. L., McCabe, S., & Gersch, C. J. (2011). Understanding nursing research, using research in evidence-based practice. (3 ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippinocott Williams & Wilkins.

05/18/2012 10:12 pm 
-Krystal
I also believe that research is an amazing thing. Without research, medicine would be nowhere near as successful as it is today. I have much respect for those who take the time out of their daily lives to participate in research and further medicine. I bet researches spend an astronomical amount of time finding appropriate resources and valid authors. To me, that is the most stressful part of research. I struggle so much with that when I am writing research papers and advancing my knowledge on certain topics. Often times I believe I am coming across great research articles and then I scroll through them and discover that they are not peer-reviewed articles. If a student is not taught to look for valid articles, they may end up using incorrect information and resources. I believe that every teacher should go over these issues with their students before they are expected to do an assignment regardless of their education level because research is so important in society and it needs to be done correctly.
05/18/2012 10:26 pm 
-Liji
I never really read into quantitative and qualitative research until this week's assignments. I thought you did a great job explaining the topic and gave great examples. I bet hospitals use this type of research nonstop. Quantitative research has to play a big roll with the number of patients seen in a hospital and how many beds are filled on certain floors. Without this kind of information, hospitals would have a hard time providing to their patients as well as the hospital's employees. I feel like overcrowding on hospital floors is a reoccurring problem as well as under staffing. These numbers over a period of time can prevent these issues in the future. 
05/19/2012 11:26 pm
Katherine
I really enjoyed the idea of bringing a simple tool to patients to fill out and collect data immediately. I feel like the research that goes on in hospitals has to do with benefiting patients and how the care is according to the patients. If information is obtained while a patient is admitted, it would be much easier to sort through and manage. Today's society is all about time management and finding the easiest route to accomplish tasks. 
05/19/2012 11:17 pm 
-Kimberly
I have to agree that having the opportunity to take this class will give us much insight on what is involved in evidence based practice. Nursing research has many steps to it and seems to be very complicated. When these steps are broken down into pieces, I am sure it is much easier to conquer. I also agree that nursing research may be something I will be interested in further down the line in my career. Medicine would not be able to advance without people willing to take the time to research! Great post! 
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