05/16/2012 10:13 pm 
	1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
There are a couple of things that I fear about this course. One of which is that this class is taught online. I do prefer to do most learning in a classroom setting rather than an online course. I feel this way because I like to have my questions answered right away and I like how class expectations about assignments are clarified. I also tend to learn more when other students ask questions in the classroom and we can go into a discussion. I also fear that I will not really understand the whole “nursing research” thing. I feel like I am going to have trouble understanding how to go about this class. When I think of the word research I think about long uninteresting readings and topics. I picture a discussion on very complicated topics that are hard for people to understand and relate too. After some of the research days that have been held I do believe research is something I can do. At this point and time I think it may be a bit difficult for me since I am not really an abstract thinker. One of the main things that prevents me from doing research is the fact that I may not find a topic to be interesting enough to stick with it. I think that I would eventually like to do research when I find a topic that I find appealing. I do believe that there are nurses out there today that feel the same way and are apprehensive when it comes to nursing research. However, I believe that if the nurses are doing the research and have an interesting topic and are very interested in finding some answers they will not mind putting in the work.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
There are two major components that exist for researchers to develop evidenced based research for practice and they are quantitative and qualitative. Quantitative research and qualitative research are alike and serve to complement each other in only a few ways. However in most other aspects they are quite different. They are similar because it takes more than just a little bit of judgment and exactness to facilitate the research. A research must also have the ability to complete the stated goal at hand which is to create new scientific data or knowledge. Quantitative research and qualitative research are different in a variety of ways. Quantitative research focuses on the understanding and breaking down the information into parts to see how they do or do not connect.Quantitative research method is used in collecting information that is specific and also limited to the events being studied. Qualitative research than focuses on the understanding the complexity of humans within the context of their lives. When use the qualitative method the information collected is done by using subjective information and never trying to predict or control the intrests. (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011).
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
When deciding if a source is scholarly or not it is important to make sure that there is a clear definition of the term. A scholarly source would be a document that is written by someone who is knowledgeable, educated, and whose opinion would be trusted and reliable. There should be a combination of criteria that have been achieved for a source to be considered scholarly. Some of these criteria may include if the article was truly written by an author who is an expert in their field that they are writing about. Most often these others can be indicated by someone with credentials or degrees or titles they hold after their names. On most sites if the article has no publisher than there is no official backing that the information on that page is creditable. Also when considering if the site is a creditable one or not looking at the citations is key. We want to know that the article was written with evidence provided by other sources. Wikipedia is not considered scholarly for many reasons. The main reason is that the information provided on this website is not reliable. Anyone is allowed to post or edit the information on this site. Therefore there is no proper way to know if the facts listed are correct. There is nothing on the site that verifies or validates if what you are reading is true. This information on this site may be a good starting point with links that can lead you to more credible information down the line. A peer-reviewed article is one that has been inspected by your peers. Typically a person would write the article that they want to be published on a certain topic. This article is then sent out to a variety of experts on the topic. The experts will then investigate and scrutinize the article to make sure that all of the information is correct. A reader may tell that an article is peer-reviewed by looking at the first few pages of the journal. The information sometimes is placed here. Also some readers may contact the publisher of the journal to find out if the article had been peer-reviewed previously. When looking at some of these articles I was able to detect that the article was peer-reviewed by looking for the information around the title or the author’s name that stated this.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.


Scholarly website:
JAMA: The Journal of the American Medical Association
http://jama.ama-assn.org/
1: Peer-reviewed nursing journal
OJIN: The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing
http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/ANAPeriodicals/OJIN.aspx
2: Peer-reviewed nursing journal
BMC Nursing
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcnurs
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05/19/2012 7:37 pm 
Kelsey, 
I totally agree with your concern about the group projects. I totally forgot our group work when initially doing my post. Since this is an online course it makes it much more difficult to communicate with other students since our schedules are so different. It is also hard to break up the work since you are not really sure what to expect from the assignment and don't have other students to help gather ideas with. I also stated that I think my schedule prevents me from doing research. I have not heard of the sources you posted for the last question so hopefully I can look into them sometime over the course !
Great Post!
05/18/2012 7:47 pm 
Maddie 
I complete agree when u said that you have a fear of being able to keep up with this course. I am only taking this one class but I am so busy with other things that its hard to find the time to sit down and do the required assignments. I liked how you noted that sometimes due to the difficutly of the research and the topic that it is harder for one to understand. When I think of the research assignments that I have previously done it took me quite a while to finally understand what the author was trying to say. 
Great job!
05/18/2012 7:52 pm 
Lindsay,
I am the exact same way.. I totally fear this course. It takes me forever to find articles because I am always debating if they are scholarly sources or if i may potentially find something better if I looked a bit harder. With that I think having some assignments throughout our first year of classes has helped me weed out the poor articles. I liked how you included using EBSCO as one of your sites. I have heard about this throughout my schooling but I personally have never actually taken the time to search using this site. I have heard that this would be a lot easier than simply using google. 
Great Job!
05/19/2012 7:29 pm 
Kate,
I also said that I feared not having time to complete the assignments since I am super busy in the summer. I agree with you when you said before now research has been always assigned and that made it that much harder to actually want to do the assignments. Since we have attended research day I never really thought about how research actually does impact the nursing world. I also included how I do not do research because I do not want to spend time doing research when I have any free time. I have used some of the EIU online library sources before they are very helpful!
Great post!
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	Name: Madej, Kalyn
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
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	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	4
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	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
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2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
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