Kallie Tracy 
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1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
a. Research has always been challenging for me I will be the first to admit. I have had several research papers through college to this point and each one has required extensive organization. I think this course will be challenging for me, but do-able. My biggest fear is that I will not have enough time to complete the required work since it is so time consuming. Time is the only obstacle I have had keep me from reading research. As I complete schooling however and get more into the work field I feel like research would be something I would read up on.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
a. No matter what subject you are viewing the most common way I know the difference between qualitative and quantitative has been that qualitative is referring to the quality whereas quantitative refers to the amount of something. Qualitative keeps the subjective information such as the patient has a rude demeanor. Quantitative describes something that is concrete such as there are 75 students in our research class this summer.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and conferences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
a.To determine the best source of information that is most reliable there are factors one must look at. These factors include how the information was collected, the method used and what the source used was (). Wikipedia is a webpage that anyone can edit information in. This would not be a reliable source due to that reasoning. Peer review is simply the process of evaluation. Peer reviewed journals and articles can be found on databases online.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
a. Google has a “Google Scholar” that anyone can access for scholarly journals and peer reviewed information. http://scholar.google.com/. Other databases such as EBSCOhost can only be obtained by certain people with accessibilities. Two nursing journals include The American Journal for Nursing and Medline.
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Kara -
I am very curious as to what you did as a research assistant. What exactly did this entail since we have similar view points when it comes to research and having some difficulty reading it.
I completely agree with you on having enough time to complete the research papers though because the time frame is so short, but yet a research paper is extensive. I feel that it is do-able, but I am still worried about having it all together.
Kallie
05/17/2012 1:11 pm 
Kathleen -
You mentioned that qualitative data has two types of variables including dependent and independent. Dependent variables always stay the same and are considered the constant throughout an experiment. The dependent variable depends on the independent variable. An independent variable is one that is changed throughout an experiment to test the effects (Helmenstine, 2012).
I also agree with you about Wikipedia. As much as everyone hates it, I also find it easy to start there and get a wide variety of ideas running through my head and then continue on to other credible sources. However, just because I do look at Wikipedia would not mean I would ever cite it as a source.
Good Post!
Helmenstine, T. (2012). What is the difference between dependent 
and independent variables. Retrieved from http://chemistry.
about.com/od/chemistryterminology/a/What-Is-The-Difference
-Between-Independent-And-Dependent-Variables.htm 
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Krystal -
Research is very helpful especially in the medical fields. Without such up to date research we would not have the care that we do today. I feel that researching though is a very lengthy task to take on when out in the real world and must take a lot of patience. When I think of research I think of multiple experiments and everything that goes along with them. It takes alot of people to make up such studies and experiments to get the information we have today.
I enjoyed reading what you had to say!
Kallie
05/16/2012 12:25 pm 
Kara -
I really enjoyed reading your post. I learned a few things by reading this. For example, you stated that JSTOR is a scholarly website that can be accessed by anyone. I have never heard of this and it intrigued me enough to test it out. It does have several scholarly journals accessable to us. Thank you for sharing that.
I also share a similar fear with you about finding the right sources to use that are peer reviewed and scholarly. I sometimes find it difficult to search a database and find an exact article or journal that discusses the information I want it to. I do believe there are tricks of the trade to "search" and get exactly what you ask for, but that again takes time to figure it out.
Kallie
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