Krystal Melcarek 
05/15/2012 11:06 pm 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today? 
I think research is an amazing thing. So much has been discovered by means of research and testing it's unbelievable! I think the amount of time and effort a research study would take would be very strenuous, stressful, and exhausting but well worth the outcome most of the time. My biggest fear for this course is doing the assignments correctly and finding information that is reliable and valid. When I hear the word research I think of testing, studies, manipulation of factors, multiple group studies (double blind, placebo, studies based on ethnicities, etc), data collection, statistical analysis, plotting/charting results, and finding answers. As far as prevention goes, I feel reading the research I have read in my past bachelor's degree was overwhelmingly scientific with a lot of statistical analysis. The journals and studies I have read in this program aren't as scientific but are still lengthy and dense which is a lot to take in. I definitely think research is something I could do eventually in my nursing career. I think researching a topic of interest would be a great challenge. I feel my barriers may be similar to other nurses in healthcare today depending on their degree, experience, and desire to read research.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Compare and contrast the two by providing examples.
Quantitative research: uses traditional mathematical and statistical means to measure results conclusively. The aim is to classify features, count them, and construct statistical models in an attempt to explain what is observed. 
Qualitative: the aim of the research is a complete, detailed description. Data is in the form of pictures, objects, or words.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
Although there are a lot of publications available today, not all of them are reliable, valid, or worth your time. While Wikipedia is a quick source for definitions and generalizations about topics it is not something to be used for research because it can be manipulated and edited easily and the information may not be completely factual. Peer-reviewed means articles have been evaluated by researchers and experts in the same field before the article is published. Peer-review ensures that the article and the journal maintain a high standard of quality and accuracy. You can tell if an article has been peer-reviewed by looking at the content. Usually a peer-reviewed article will include an abstract, literature review, methodology, etc. A lot of NON peer-reviewed articles are authors opinions or beliefs about a topic with little or no scientific back-up.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
One scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone is PubMed Central: http://www.pubmedcentral.com/
Peer reviewed nursing journals: Journal of Nursing Education, Journal of Holistic Nursing
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05/15/2012 8:48 pm 
Kara,
When I hear the word research I also think of double blind, placebo, validity, and I also associate the word hypothesis with research. When performing a study you are hypothesizing about the study in a way by doing tests such as placebos, double blinds, group, and random on the participant fields. I think you also make a great point at the end of your statement when you talk about the fact that MSNs are advanced in that they are consumers of research and doctorate nurses are the researchers themselves. Before even thinking about nursing school I don't think I would have made that connection. I would have just assumed anyone could do research if they wanted to but obviously that's not the case. It's a lot harder than it seems and I'm sure time consuming as well!
05/16/2012 9:51 am 
Kourtney,
Your job as a research assistant sounds like it was awesome! I think it is good that you have that first-hand experience with being a part of a research team and can understand how much work is involved, especially with the field you were working in. That sounds crazy but informative if you need to watch what you eat. I also share your same fear of forgetting to do something on time with the online classes. I am an organized person and like to know exactly when things are due so online classes throw me off a little bit! I feel you brought up a great point about how to recognize a peer-reviewed article by looking just under the title. It is a simple, fast, effective way to see if what you're reading is peer-reviewed
05/17/2012 8:59 pm 
Madhavi,
I am with you with the fact that I get frustrated if the research was not going my way. I consider myself an extremely patient person but it would be hard when you are working towards something and it is headed for failure. I also agree with you that research is a journey, (juvenile or not I'm in your boat) and as with every journey there is a beginning and an ending. However, with research you can look at the ending of your journey as just a new beginning. I am glad I have someone else on board with me who would be interested in doing research eventually. No matter how challenging it is, I think the hard work and dedication would pay off when the work is done. I also like that you included the fact that qualitative research is subjective and inductive and quantitative is objective; those are very important points to include in the discussion, good job!
05/17/2012 9:05 pm 
Kalyn,
As with you and Kara, I too am one to ask a lot of questions about the course. With online courses it can be a lot more challenging if the teacher is hard to reach or the resources for the course are poor. I would also rather communicate with someone face to face because 1) I feel it is more professional and 2) It is more personable than speaking via email, phone, or text. I also agree that some research can be long, uninviting, and scary depending on what you are looking at. It also can be hard to comprehend, especially with graphs, tables, and explanations about specific participants. It hard to keep it all straight!




Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Melcarek, Krystal
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   387

   YES        NO 
	Comments: I am glad that you are interested in doing nursing research. Good job with your original post. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5






Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments:  Krystal be sure to consistently add substantive information to the discussion. This will contribute to the discussion and expand the discussion. Your opinion is valued. I want you to give more content when responding to your classmates. 5/15 141; 5/16 139; 5/16 164; & 5/17 120 


	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 3
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	1

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	2










