05/17/2012 12:42 am 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
Since the beginning of nursing school I’ve heard a lot about EBP. EBP is backed by research and so taking a class that begins to give some insight into what research is all about should be interesting. I haven’t completely read all of what is required to be done in this course but if I had a fear it would be doing a group paper and writing papers in general. The word research makes me think of qualitative and quantitative data, surveys, documentation, writing papers, experiments, trials, hypothesis, expertise in a specific area, an idea that should be explored, and an opportunity to make a change or a difference. I believe research is something that I could do but it is not something that I would do right away out of nursing school. I think I would be more interested in research after working a specific floor for a few years. This would allow me to move from novice to expert and hopefully try to make changes based off what clinical knowledge has taught me. Most people don’t like to read research because they think it’s boring, it takes time to read, it doesn’t pertain to them, or it might just be easier to ask a question and wait for an answer. I feel like nurses on the floor are so busy sometimes with their work that reading research is not on their list of things to do and also updates are usually sent out when a new policy is being inducted or a change is needed so the nurses just wait for the updates.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
Quantitative- focuses on the amount or measurable information. An example could be that 50% of the teenagers interviewed liked to eat chips at midnight. This is using a measurable amount (stats). Quantitative also measures objective data. This could be something that is noticed on a regular basis by a practioner and then researched.
Qualitative- measures quality and focuses on subjective data (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). This method looks at things as a whole. An example of this could be that the hospital floor is way to noisy and bright and so dimming the lights and cutting back on the noise might increase the patients chance of recovery.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and conferences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
A scholarly source of research provides a description of the systematic gathering of information to gain, expand, or validate knowledge (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). In other words most scholarly sources will provide information directly from the author who gathered information based off of a topic that needed to be explored and provide data so that a complete evaluation can be made. Wikipedia does provide quick information and sometimes good information but it is a summary of someone else’s view and does not always provide a thorough view of the information that was researched. Therefore the information can be perceived as bias and incomplete. Websites like Wikipedia can be used but should be backed by another source to validate the research. A peer-reviewed article does not just provide numbers or stats; it provides a question or theory and a systematic process on how the information was gained (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011).
4. Lets start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
Website: www.ana.org
Journals: American Journal of Nursing, Advances in Nursing Science
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Kallie,
I agree with you about being organized when doing research papers. The organization and giving myself enough time to gather the information I need will probably be my challenge. However, it is do-able!
I know Wikipedia is not a scholarly source but I can tell you that I've looked things up on that site to get a generalized idea of what I was searching for and then found other scholarly sites to back up and validate the information found. I also think this is a way to validate scholarly information because 2 peer-reviewed articles may be worded differently but more than likely will contain some of the same factual information.
05/17/2012 1:00 am 
Kelsey,
You made a good point about addressing research. Finding where to begin sometimes can be a challenge and I'm sure this is something a few people struggle with. Knowing how to sequence the information or what to edit can also be a challenge. The other thing I think some people struggle with is whether or not they feel like their contribution to research will make a difference. Research takes a while and requires a lot of dedication.
I also think doing a group project for an online class will be interesting because you never know who your going to work with and communicating online only can also have its challenges. However I look at this like a night at work. There are times when i don't know the nurses that i'm working with or the other health care tech's but as long as a maintain a professional attitude and do what I know is expected of me the night tends to run smoothly. I hope that attitude works for this online class as well.
Good job explaining peer-reviewed journals and articles. I'm sure this information will play a vital part throughout this course.
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Kourtney,
Great post! I'm glad you put your previous experience/work history in this post. Research does take quite a while to come together but I'm sure there is a great sense of accomplishment when you start to see it all finally coming together and then being able to publish it. I can't wait to see the app you helped to do research on, I think that will be pretty interesting. It also sounds like an app I would have on my phone. Research is time consuming and sometimes not fun but it creates an opportunity to make a difference in someone's life and that's what makes it important.
05/17/2012 4:41 pm 
Krystal,
Nice job explaining peer-reviewed articles. I guess to sum it up two heads are better than one. Having an expert in the specified area of research agree and co-sign your work really helps to validate your findings. I'm sure this is one of the reasons research takes so long to be published; no one wants to sign their name or back someting unless the optimal level of effort has been put forth and factual information is present. Gathering the information and testing the information gathered are some of the other things that extend the length of research and that sometimes turns most people off from it. Research plays a big role in nursing, it makes a difference in why we do what we do.
Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Lindsay, Kimberly
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   521

   YES        NO
	Comments: Kimberly, be sure to cite your references at the same time as you post to the discussion. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5



Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
	Week #:   
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	4
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: Kimberly, you need to use proper grammar and spelling. Please do not type as if you are texting. You also need to type out numbers less than 10. 
5/19 114; 5/17 197; 5/19 111; 5/17 128 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	1



