05/16/2012 9:23 pm 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
When I hear the word “research” all I think about is a lot of reading. I’ve never been the reading type. I don’t even read books for fun. I actually was considering going into sociology because the findings of studies intrigue me and the concepts and testing methods are interesting to me but research just heavily emphasizes reading in my eyes. I think Nursing Research is a more enticing thought because, at least from what I gathered during the research days, you do the research while you’re doing your job as a nurse. It might involve just making a tool or additional form to fill out and just compiling that data over time. It just seems more productive then trying to find a sample of people and going through a more traditional experimental process. As a part of my Psych introductory course I was required to participate in one of their studies and the subject matter and method of testing were not appealing to me. For the field of psychology specifically you must now inform all test subjects what exactly they are getting into before you do it so the knowledge of that vastly skews the results. With Nursing Research it’s more crisp data and figuring out patterns of people’s response to evidenced-based care and also finding that evidence to better quality of care of patients in general. What prevents me from reading research is just the amount of text that is used. I would look into a lot more research if it was presented in a video or powerpoint format. I am a visual-auditory learner and that’s generally what keeps my attention the most. Since reading for hours does not keep my attention, it takes me longer to read something so it’s vastly time consuming. I think the barriers that keep nurses from reading research is time.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
The simplest way to remember the difference between quantitative and qualitative data is by looking at the roots of these words. The root of the word “quantitative” is quantity which implies numbers. More specifically this is objective information. An example of data that is quantitative is, “35 patients in this study were male while 42 were female”. It’s information that can be plotted on a graph. The root of the word “qualitative” is quality which refers to the characteristics of something. This is the subjective information. An example of data that is qualitative data is a patient experiencing pain. Pain is subjective. Even if 5 patients reported a pain level of 8 during a procedure, that is subjective. Someone’s pain level of 8 can vary from person to person. Even though by using the 0-10 pain scale you are trying to quantify a subjective feeling. The 0-10 pain scale is most effectively used in determining the effectiveness of an intervention on one patient.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
I can usually tell if a source is credible if they are backed by a known company. The quick version of me testing credibility of sites is looking to see if they have an updated copyright. If they don’t then I move on to another website. If they have an updated copyright then I see what company or organization supports the website. I only use Wikipedia if I can’t totally remember a fact and I want to double check. Wikipedia is a source that summarizes the main parts of a topic and puts them in an outline format for quick reference. When I do this, I know the topic well enough to verify if the information I am reading is true or false. The problem with Wikipedia is that anyone on the web can alter the information on there. That’s why Wikipedia is not considered a scholarly source. However, the references on the bottom of the Wikipedia page could lead to credible sources. A peer-reviewed article means that a peer (an individual that is of equal intellectual standing) reviews the article and verifies the information on it to be fact.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
I’ve always accessed my peer-reviewed sources through Eastern’s database. I typically use the Academic Search Complete on EBSCO (http://proxy.library.eiu.edu:2053/ehost/search/advanced?sid=7759994b-6b7f-4a4e-93f6-eececc531809%40sessionmgr115&vid=2&hid=106) for pretty much everything.
This is an article from an academic journal called, Nursing Standard and this article is called, “Improving care planning in oncology nursing practice” (http://proxy.library.eiu.edu:2052/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=61918556&site=ehost-live ) .
This is an article from an academic journal called, Critical Care Nurse and this article is called, “Critical Care Nurses’ Role in implementing the "ABCDE Bundle" Into Practice” (http://proxy.library.eiu.edu:2052/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=74306339&site=ehost-live) .
Rebar, C., Gersch, C., Macnee, C., & McCabe, S., (2011). Understanding nursing research:
Using research in evidence-based practice. (3 ed.). Philadelphia: PA: Lippincott
Williams & Wilkins.
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Kelsey,
I also think that a course completely online is concerning. I completely prefer face-to-face classes. Not only does it make group work easier, but I know that I am partially an auditory learner so, for me, hearing instructors telling me the information is more helpful.
Not knowing where to start in the research process is definitely difficult but I know after I get started it usually flows fairly naturally after that.
I liked how you described the process of an article getting peer-reviewed. It was very easy-to-follow.
-Katie
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Kristina,
I, too, do not read research for fun. There are some people who do read it for fun-which I will never understand. That’s definitely a valid point that not all nurses would want to read research that’s of no interest.
That’s also a good point. Usually valid sites have articles that the author’s name is very noticible. I know when I look for sources, it’s irritating when I can’t seem to find the author of the article but maybe those articles that I looked at, in the past, weren’t very scholarly sources. Probably even less likely that it’s peer-reviewed.
-Katie






Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Chamberlain, Katherine
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   719

   YES        NO
	Comments: Good job! 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5






Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
	Week #: 1  
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: 5/18 92; 5/19 104

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating:
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	




