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1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
When assigned, I have always been one to look more into a topic, subject, disease, problem, etc. Researching has always interested me; however I am not entirely sure I have gone about it professionally or correctly at all times. One of my concerns about this course is finding scholarly nursing research to use for discussions, papers, or projects. When I think of research, I think of reading, studying, and gaining information on multiple peer reviewed journals or scholarly websites in order to understand a certain topic more accurately. I also think of surveys that can be used to gather research information. Once I feel comfortable with researching properly and professionally, I definitely think this would be something I would enjoy doing for a health care setting in the future. I am always up for learning about new things, especially when it comes to the medical field. I believe it would be a good learning experience for me as a nurse, and it would also allow me to keep my nursing skills, techniques, information, etc. up to date and accurate. Currently, I believe that lack of time prevents me from reading research. I don’t necessarily believe my barriers are the same as nurses practicing in health care today. However, many people have busy lives and lack of time could very well be a factor of this. I believe that my time is spent elsewhere since I am currently doing school work and working forty hours a week. 
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
According to the Xavier University Library, the purpose of quantitative research is to test hypotheses, examine cause and effect, and make predictions (para. 1). The groups are known to be larger and randomly selected and numbers and statistics are known to be collected (Xavier University Library, 2011). Qualitative research is known to understand and interpret social interactions (Xavier University Library). The groups studied are smaller, not randomly chosen, and are known to collect words, objects, or images (Xavier University Library).
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and conferences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it? 
I believe there are multiple ways to tell if a source is scholarly. For example, who wrote and reviewed the article or journal? Are there accurate sources to support the study? According to Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, and McCabe (2011), the literature review should provide focused information on specific variables (p. 209, para. 4). Wikipedia allows anyone to edit and place information on the site, which makes it unreliable. Peer-reviewed means that an article, journal, or website has been reviewed and critiqued by experts in the specific area of research (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). I believe that depending on the readers’ experience in reading sources depends on if he or she could tell whether or not it is scholarly. 
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
JSTOR is a scholarly website where research can be accessed by anyone. The American Nurses Association and EBSCOhost are peer-reviewed nursing research sites with multiple journals.
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Kelsey,
I agree about the confusion and lack of communication for the group projects. I am all about organization and I like to get things done in a timely manner and that could be affected when working in groups, especially only online. I also have trouble figuring out where to start when researching a topic. This is often hard because there are so many websites, books, journals, articles, etc. out there, and if a person is not used to recognizing a scholarly site, this could propose a problem in beginning the research. 
I believe that Wikipedia is a site to go to when wanting to look up a definition or a small amount of information quickly without having to type a paper about the topic. This site has some accurate information, however, you're right, it's not reliable because anyone can add and edit information. 
05/16/2012 10:58 pm 
Kourtney,
I find it really interesting that you worked for your professor as a research assistant. The topic you researched is very neat and I'm sure it was interesting as well! How did you go about starting this research topic? What did you have to do to help her publish the articles for this specific topic? It's crazy how advanced technology is currently. An iPhone that counts calories? Who would have known? I'm sure you did put a lot of hours in on helping with this. How long did it actually take you to finish? I find this very interesting; I'd like to hear more!
05/15/2012 11:33 pm 
Krystal,
I also believe that research is such an amazing and helpful tool in the world of nursing. Researching has allowed multiple health care providers to discover so much information to better care for patients and so much more. I do agree that nursing research, and any kind of professional research, would be very stressful and time consuming. It would be such an interesting way to further ones education on multiple topics in the nursing and medical world. When I think of research I think of studying, reading, surveys, testing, case studies, etc. 
You made a very good point that I did not think of right away when I was typing up my personal post about peer-reviewed journals. You're right, in most cases all peer-reviewed journals have an abstract, literature review, etc. That's a really good sign when trying to figure out if a journal is peer-reviewed or not. 
05/16/2012 10:50 pm 
Kalyn,
You made a very good point when it comes to online courses. I am one to ask a lot of questions if I need more clarification on something and I would rather ask the teacher face to face instead of waiting for an email reply. I also feel that getting a one on one answer provides more feedback to the actual question. I believe I also learn more and better while listening to other students' questions as well. I'm nervous about this course because I am afraid I won't totally get exactly how to properly research items because we are not given much instruction as to how to go about it. Hopefully we will learn as we go along!


Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Hartman, Kara
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   464

   YES        NO
	Comments: Kara,
I did not see the two journals listed. Please let me know if I missed it. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	4

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5






Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
	Week #:   
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	4
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: Kara, you are off to a good start. Give yourself credit for what you already know. 
5/15 147; 5/16 108; 5/15 152; 5/16 123 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	




