05/15/2012 9:12 pm 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
My biggest fear regarding this class is that I will not have the time to keep up with this and the other three courses I am taking. When I hear the word research I think about scientific studies that have valuable information that is useful for a specific field. Research is definitely something that interests me. Specifically, evidenced based research. The only thing that prevents me from reading research is the difficulty that some research can be. When it is presented to me in a power point or concise manner I am very intrigued. I believe that I have some similar barriers as nurses practicing in healthcare today. However, I believe that I have been taught well and seem more prepared about what to expect when I am working in the field. 
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
The most simple way to explain the difference between quantitative research and qualitative is one is based on amount and other is based on quality. When research is described with these terms it is very explicit. Qualitative refers to information that seeks out the why about the information. Quantitative research is information that is empirical in nature.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
It is usually listed if it is peer edited on the very top of the article. It is also very easy to use as scholarly database to begin with and this can ensure that all the articles are scholarly. Wikipedia is not considered scholarly because anyone can go on and change or add information to any specific topic. Despite the fact that most of the information is accurate it has not been peer edited. Peer edited means that other people specifically the writer’s peers are given the opportunity to read and comment on each other’s work. Sometimes the reader can tell if the article is scholarly and peer edited, however it may be hard to identify. It is important to look at the top of the article and identify if it has been peer edited.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
The simplest way for research to be accessed by everyone is by using googles “scholar” option. This only chooses articles and journals that are scholarly and then you can find out from there if the articles/ journals are peer edited. One peer edited nursing journal is The American Journal of Nursing, which can be found at:
http://journals.lww. /ajnonline/pages/default.aspx
The second peer edited nursing journal is Journal of Professional Nursing, which can be found at:
http://www.professionalnursing.org/
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins. 

05/16/2012 11:59 am 
Kallie, 
Your answers were extremely well thought out. I found the information you shared informative and easy to understand. I had the same fear as you did because I am already feeling overwhelmed by my classes. I try to take nursing school week by week without looking to far ahead. I find that this helps me manage my time better.
You explained the two types of research qualitative and quantitative concisely. It can be a complex way to think about research, but when simplified is helpful to understanding research. Again I felt that you explained the sources in which research can be obtained very well. The biggest thing to consider during research is the credibility of the source. Understanding what peer editing and scholarly are important concepts for a nursing research course. I also used google because that is the simplest way I know how to find information that is credible. 
05/16/2012 12:12 pm 
Lindsay,
I found it interesting in your post that your research has always feared you. I understand where you are coming from, but I also feel that nursing school in general has helped me decide what is scholarly and what is not. Hopefully by the end of this course you will be able to completely recognize scholarly research.
Your definition for qualitative and quantitative was much like mine. It is imperative that as students we understand the difference when reading research. It helps explain what the researcher was trying to accomplish through their research.
I also explained Wikipedia very similarly and used google scholar as my easiest form to find journals. However, you are the second person to have used EBSCO and I have never heard of this as a place to find articles/ journals. I will have to look that up. 
05/17/2012 3:18 pm 
Kourtney,
That is also a large fear of mine. With any online classes I worry that I am going to forget to do an assignment because there is no reminder. It is imperative that we continuously check the syllabus and keep a close track of all assignments. The job that you had at Purdue is very intriguing and seems very beneficial in regards to research. Also that iphone application seems awesome!
Your explanation of qualitative and quantitative took a different approach than most peoples. Looking at qualitative in terms of emotions is a simplistic way to explain the difference from a numerical based research article. I also found that looking at the top of an article to check if it says peer reviewed is the most accurate way to decide if the article is scholarly and useful for our purposes in this class. 
05/17/2012 3:19 pm 
Kate,
I agree with your statement about research needing long hours at the library. It seems that usually research is on topics that I am not very interested in. I am looking forward to the fourth semester because if I choose to do a research project I will be able to pick something that interests me. I also think that if I am going to do research while working in the field it will be about topics that interest me. Also I hope to develop research studies that will interest students and impact the future of nursing. Also many people keep referring to the EIU online library. Can we just use our EIU account information that we use to pay our bills? I did not attend Eastern before Lakeview and Michigan State University had a place to do the same but I am not able to access it anymore. 

Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Petcoff, Madeline
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   404

   YES        NO
	Comments: Good job! I hope you will be able to understand research in its entirety when this course is complete. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5






Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: Maddie be sure to check spelling and grammar. I like how you are going to try a different way to look up articles. The Panther card should give you access to the library online resources. 
5/16 154; 5/16 145; 5/17 146; 5/17 152 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	2




