Lindsay Bialas 
05/15/2012 10:01 pm 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
Research has always been a fear for me. I always get apprehensive about the articles I choose, if they are scholary enough or if it's the most updated information. Research is the a collection of studies completed regarding a certain topic. Research is what helps advance certain practices and expand the knowledge of information regarding that chosen topic. Some research is presented in a way that makes it difficult to understand it's entirity. This poses challenges to grasp all the important information. This reason alone can cause many barriers for other nurses in the healthcare setting today. 
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
Quantitative and qualitative research are both crucial components in understanding the whole topic that is being presented. Although different, both guide each other in regards to research. Quantitative focuses more on a specific measurement for research, such as the average number of beds occupied on a given day, on a specific floor. Qualitative research focuses more on the facts and underlying information, such as the background information on those patients on that floor. 
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
Wikipedia is not a credited source because any person can add something to the topic that is being reviewed. Although it may be all factual information, there is no way to be certain. Peer-reviewed means that the author's peers read the piece and were able to edit or comment on the whole article. If the article has been peer-reviewed, it will be stated in the article, usually at the top. You can also usually tell if an article is peer-reviewed just by reading it. Scholarly articles are written in a such a way that expresses accredidation. 
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
Using the scholar option on google is the most simplistic way to find scholarly websites for research use. Also EBSCO and Medline are both phenomenal sources to find credited journals. Both of which can be found on the Library page of Lakeview College of Nursing's website. 
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing
research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: 
Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins.

05/17/2012 9:18 pm 
Kallie, 
Research has also been a challenge for me as well. You brought up a very good point that once we become registered nurses, we will be using research on a more frequent basis to keep our scope of practice up to date. Also, qualitative and quantitative research can pose confusion when deciding between the two, but your explanation makes it a little easier to understand the differences. It's important to know the different types of research to make sure the whole concept is understood. Reading reliable sources is important because research can be critical and if you go off an unreliable resource, the protocol may be wrong. I also use EBSCO host and Medline. Both are great sources to find journals.
05/19/2012 10:08 am 
Kelsey, 
I completely agree with the group projects, especially on the computer. However, I took Theories and Issues online last summer and we had to do a group project via communicating through the computer. At first I was a little apprehensive, but as long as everyone checks their email thread daily and the project is broken up for each person to participate, it will run smoothly. Also, I have the same problem of not knowing where to start when it comes to research. There many websites that may seem like they are reliable, but in reality they are created by someone that may not know all the facts. Finding scholarly journals or sources to find those types of journals are important part to finding the best, evidence-based research. I really liked how you compared quantitative and qualitative research to a puzzle, because each part is seperate, but together forms the basis of strong research. 
05/17/2012 9:51 pm 
Maddie, 
I completely agree when u state that sometimes the difficulty of the research can make it harder for me to read or comprehend. Research is something that needs to be completely understood in order to be effective. Scholarly sources can be those reliable, informative sources of evidence-based research. Evidence-based research is what keeps the practices in the healthcare most recent which in return gives the patients the best possible care. Although research can be a challenging experience, the pros outweigh the cons, in regards to the benefit towards the patients. Findng the most credible resources, such as using google scholar, can guide us in the right direction. 
05/19/2012 10:18 am 
Kate, 
I can definitely related to your fears regarding research. I'm nervous about completing the weekly assignments on time as well as efficiently. I knew this class was going to be a challenge for me because I never really understood the whole concept of research and how to go about finding the best articles or evidence-based research to support a certain topic. Research will always be a part of the nursing profession, because it is what keeps developing the scope of practice that we will use daily with our patients. If nurses didn't keep up with research and the newer evidence, the patient care won't be the best it can be. I hope this course helps recognize the best sources to find articles and how to decifer among the different websites
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	Week #:   1
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	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   294

   YES        NO
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	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	4

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
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	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
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