05/16/2012 7:25 pm 
Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
Research itself intimidates me because although I am curious to know about a subject, it is the different rules to APA formatting that gets to me. So far I have succeeded in APA formatting when it comes to writings and research, but it is ever changing. When I think of the word research, I think of a long and tedious process. I do believe at one point in my undergrad, I loved the thought of research, but somehow that interest has diminished. In order for me to do research it has to be about something that I am thoroughly interested in and compassionate about. Research statistical and medical terminology sometimes gets to the point where it loses my interest and just becomes jargon. The random numbers and plain text gives room for distraction and confusion. I do believe that some of these reasons is what causes nurses to not partake in reading research. I can say some fellow nursing students agree with me and these are our future nurses.
Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
Qualitative methods focus on the complexity of humans within the context of their lives. Quantitative methods focus mainly on breaking down the phenomenon into parts to see how they connect and create a general picture. Qualitative accumulates specific ideas or data into a general picture while quantitative takes pieces of a general picture and breaks it down into their smaller parts (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). An example of qualitative research is based more on subjective data such as group A in school XYZ was filled with loud or helpful students. An example of quantitative would be there are 500 students in school XYZ, it has a numerical aspect to it.
Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and conferences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
When a source is scholarly it has be written by an expert who has credentials to their name such as a professional or someone who has educational knowledge on the written material. Wikipedia can be written by anyone and the information is not necessarily from an educated person on the topic. It can be altered in any way or form. Scholarly articles have clinical trials and various research and methods attributed to it. Peer reviewed is when an article has been reviewed by two or more persons of equal or efficient knowledge on the matter and meet qualifications. In order to identify if an article is peer-reviewed, it is usually mentioned in the beginning of the research article by the authors and guidelines. Just by reading an article, you cannot tell if it is peer reviewed because many people are good writers but don’t necessarily have the knowledge that is required.
Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
One such website that allows for scholarly research to be accessed by everyone is http://www.nih.gov/science/. Some peer-reviewed nursing journals is http://www.nursingworld.org/OJIN(The online journal of issues in nursing) and another one is http://www.ebscohost.com/.
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05/18/2012 8:26 pm 
I like how you bring up some barriers to nursing research would be if nurses would actually read the research or take interest in it. I feel that in some small way, part of the reason is that some nurses are too burnt out from work to go home or on their days off, pick up an article and see what is happening in the research world. I feel like they may need motivation at times or many of them may feel that they do not necessarily need to because the higher education nurses do all of that. I know of one nurse who actually proved to a doctor of a way of treatment for a patient by showing him an evidence based practice article, and he actually went along with that research and incorporated that process of care for the patient. It is amazing and very motivating to me when I hear how following up on research and being somewhat involved can be beneficial. 
Liji Valiaveettil 
05/19/2012 9:55 pm 
Research has definately helped us gain knowledge on medical practice and other aspects regarding patient care. I had to do a research paper in one of my other classes and it really did help me better understand my topic and how through various studies, we now know what works best in the nursing field for us as employees and for our patients.
05/19/2012 10:01 pm 
Not knowing where or how to start a research gets frustrating and already throws me off my game if you will. I seem to kind of start losing interest at that point. In my undergrad, I had a research methods class but I like it because we had to turn in this huge research paper by hte end of the semester but through out the semester we would work on different parts of the paper. APA itself is challenging especially when rules are changed frequently. It has been a couple of years and I still struggle with APA formatting, mainly because I forgot what I had learned and only remember various bits and pieces, but hopefully this class will guide us through the process.
05/18/2012 8:56 am 
I feel the same way when it comes to finding a research topic that I will not get bored with halfway through my research. Also researching is not really an interest for me because I feel it's a difficult process. Also some of the research in regards to nursing that I have read so far for some of my other classes were boring and I find myself reading the abstract and just skimming through these articles because i feel so bored reading them. I hope there is a way that this class will make research a little more interesting.
Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Valiaveettil, Liji
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:  1 
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   440

   YES        NO
	Comments: Just for clarification, EBSCOhost is a resource that has scholarly journals, it is not a journal. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	4

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5



Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
	Week #:   1
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	4
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: 5/18 168; 5/19 69; 5/19 127; 5/18 102 
Please check grammar, spelling and punctuation before posting. The correct word is definitely not defiantely (this means fighting against). I liked the example of how a nurse impacted a doctor and the care of the patient. 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	1

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	1












