05/15/2012 9:02 pm 
1. I have a few thoughts and concerns regarding this course and research itself. For the course, I am concerned about the group projects, since I am unsure of what to expect as far as communicating with others via computer only. I am hoping that it does not get too confusing. As far as research goes, when I hear the word, I tend to think of long hours searching for information, looking through haystacks to find the vital information I need for my papers. However, I do in fact believe that research is something that I am capable of doing. Something that prevents me from doing research is not knowing where to start, since there are so many ways to access information, but some are more time consuming than others. My personal schedule can also be a barrier for me, since I am a student while I also have a job. I think my barriers could be barriers that other practicing nurses have, since the profession requires nurses to be constantly up and moving. Practicing nurses could also, like me, find that there so many resources that one does not know where to start in the research process.
2. The two major types of research, qualitative and quantitative have both similarities and differences to address. Qualitative research focuses on understanding the complexity of humans within their loves. This is subjective information, and tries to build a complete picture or idea in the area desired. Quantitative research focuses on understanding and taking down a complete picture or idea, to see how they fit together and how they do not. This is objective information, and can create predictions. These two types of research can be thought of as puzzles, where qualitative is building the puzzle to view it as a whole, and quantitative is taking a complete puzzle and breaking it down to examine its smaller parts.
Rebar, C. R., Macnee, C. L., Gersch, C., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins Health.
3. One can tell if a particular source is scholarly if it has creditable evidence. Scholarly articles contain research-based evidence that contain random clinical trials and multiple research studies. They are also peer-reviewed to make sure the provided information is complete and accurate. One source many people use is Wikipedia, which is not considered a scholarly source. The information within this website can be edited by anyone who desires to make an addition or extraction to the web page. Anyone can create a page that can be searched via Wikipedia, and the articles are not peer-reviewed. When a paper or article is peer-reviewed, at least two people who have the same or more knowledge of the provided information review the work. They inform the editor and the author if any of the information is inaccurate. Once a paper or article is peer-reviewed for accuracy, it is considered scholarly and thus creditable. Once can tell if a piece of work has been peer-reviewed by checking the title page or the first page after the title page, which may have a blurb about who reviewed it. The editor of the paper or article can also provide information of whether it was peer-reviewed. There can also be lists within different websites or databases that include titles of articles that have been peer-reviewed. If using an online database, one can find under the “about” section of the article to find the names of those who have peer-reviewed the article. When using databases, one can search for articles that have been peer-reviewed and thus considered scholarly, by selecting a box in the advanced search section. One cannot tell if a work has been peer reviewed just by reading the article itself.
Rebar, C. R., Macnee, C. L., Gersch, C., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins Health.
4. The following website contains scholarly journals:
http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=home&uiLanguage=en
Peer-reviewed nursing journals:
OJIN: The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing from the American Nurses Association
http://ebn.bmj.com/ Evidence Based Nursing contains online archives of past and present journals
05/16/2012 11:06 pm 
Kara,
Exactly! These group projects are giving me the most stress, because I feel that a conversation that would take five minutes with a group of students in person would take over an hour online because everyone has to check their emails, reply to others, and make sure everyone else received the same information.
We share the same belief over organization and getting things done, and I am still trying to figure out how to be disciplined and organized enough to complete this course on my own!
05/17/2012 1:58 pm 
Kaley,
You are not alone; I think many people choose not to read research in their spare time. I know I certainly do not! The vocabulary and the way most of the articles are written tend to confuse me. Hopefully this issue will change with this course. Plus, I can only really focus on reading something that really interests me.
Also, I love EBSCOhost for finding creditable sources. I do not know if I am the only one with this problem, but I cannot access it at all from Lakeview’s website. I can only use EIU’s.
05/16/2012 11:15 pm 
Kelly,
The thought of research overwhelms me was well. There are so many places to start research and there is so much available information that it can become confusing where to start the research process. You mentioned that lack of time is a barrier of research, and it is the same way for me as well. I think time is a problem for most people, but I also believe that there has to be a personal interest in the material to make one strive to research information on it.
05/17/2012 1:47 pm 
Katherine,
I like how you talk about research when it comes to patients, even when it is just filling out forms. I agree that this way is productive, and it shows that research does not have to be the intimidating stereotype of perusing through information for hours on end. The barriers you have bring up a good point that not everyone has the attention span to read scholarly articles for hours, and that everyone has different learning techniques. Some people are visual-auditory learners, and some have to do hands-on activities in order to learn. I personally learn best through hands-on experience, so taking this class via the internet should be interesting.







Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Draeger, Kelsey 
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   698

   YES        NO
	Comments: Kelsey,
When citing the source after a colon (:) capitalize the first letter of the word. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5






Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	4
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: The easiest way to meet the course requirements of posting on separate days is to set aside two specific days to post. This method will help you establish a routine. Please e-mail Miranda and let her know about the problem you are having with EBSCOhost, you should be able to access it from the Lakeview College of Nursing website under the library tab. 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	




