05/15/2012 10:35 pm 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
I as mostly worried about having time to complete each assignment each week. I am sure everyone is just as busy as I am this summer so I am mostly concerned with getting things turned in on time. When I hear the word research, I think of papers and long hours in the library because up until now, I have only researched about topics that I have been assigned, not topics that will apply in my everyday life. Things that prevent me from reading research would probably be the lack of time, followed by effort. Whenever I have free time, I do not like to spend it researching. I think this is a common barrier in any profession, however. 
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
One major difference between quantitative and qualitative research is that in qualitative research there is two types of variables, dependent and independent.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
Wikipedia is not considered scholarly because information on that site can be added or changed by anybody. The information on there is correct sometimes and iI think it is a good place to find ideas, but not a place to site from. Peer- reviewed is exactly what is sounds like, it is when the article has been viewed by the writer's peers. You can usually find if it has been peer-reviewed at the top or the bottom of the page. Sometimes you can find their comments at the end of the article. 
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
One place where I find a lot of my article is EIU online library, however when you use it be sure to have your panther card next to you so you can log in. 
http://proxy.library.eiu.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&authtype=ip&bQuery=nursing%20journals&db=a9h&db=tfh&db=hlh&db=bsh&db=pdh&db=ufh
Another place where I have had good luck finding peer-reviewed nursing journals is
http://journals.lww.com/ajnonline/pages/default.aspx. 
Rebar, C.R., Gersch, C.J., Macnee, C.L.< & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using in evidence-based practice. (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins. 
05/18/2012 11:09 am 
Lindsay,
I was surprised that you fear reasearch, it always seems to me that you are so prepared for everything, I would have guessed that you thought it was a breeze, I am a little relieved that someone else is dreading/fearful doing research this summer. It's not so much that I dislike it as much as I am worried about doing it right. 
You did a great job of describing the difference between qualitative and quantiative, I was struggliing to come up with examples but you did a very nice job of putting it into simple terms. 
Great job!
Kate
05/17/2012 4:00 pm 
Madeline, 
Ya you can use EIU online library with your account information, you just need your Enumber and whatever password you were assisgned. I too did not attend EUI before so I had some difficulties at first trying to figure it out but once you do it is totally worth it. I was also unaware when I started at Lakeview that we also had to check our EIU account for billing and other services that EIU offers so you may also want to check that out while you are logged onto their website. If you have trouble with the getting the online library to work or if you forgot your password, just call student services and they will help you out. 
Thanks for responding to my post and I hope summer school is going well in chuck!
Kate
05/17/2012 4:06 pm 
Krystal, 
It's nice to hear that someone is excited about research and plans on doing it in their future. Before I started nursing school I was so anti- research, now however the littlest things make me wonder why/what we could do differently. For example, since school as ended and we have had this little break before summer classes and work started, I had a lot of time to watch Grey's anatomy (a show that I never watched before), and it got me looking up a lot of things just out of curiousity. Now I know this isn't exactly the type of research we will be doing, but what I did find out was if you are interested in a topic you can spend hours reading pages of research and not feel the least bit bored. You hit it right on when you said research is amazing, it has changed so many things and without some of things we would be doing would be just riduculous. 
Great Job!
Kate
05/18/2012 10:53 am 
Kara,
I am glad to hear that you enjoy researching, however, I am in the same boat with you about being super busy. However, you have to realize that in your life there will probably never be a time that you are not busy. Once you graduate you will be busy studying for boards, once you pass those you will be working 40 plus hours. There will always be something that will override researching, and I think this is the issue why most people do not research as much as they should. I know I will always find an excuse not to do research, whether it be working or the fact that I feel like I simply need a break from everything. I am hoping that this class will steer me away from my bad habits of dreading researching topics and will help me start to realize the importance of it, along with hopefully being able to enjoy it. 
Great Job!
Kate
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	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
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	Good 
3 Points
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	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	3

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5
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	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
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