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1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today?
- My biggest concern regarding this course is forgetting or missing an assignment that is due. With classes that are online I’m always afraid of missing something that is due. When I hear research I actually think of a previous job I had. During my first undergraduate degree at Purdue University, I worked for one of my professors as a research assistant. I worked with her and actually helped publish many articles and worked on an application for the iphone that is supposed to be revealed to the public sometime next year that helps count calories by taking pictures of the food. I actually loved this job, although I did not like the many long hours of configuring the data after collecting it. I think this could be a barrier working as a nurse researcher. Since I have done this before I think I would have a better idea of what I am getting myself into before hand.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Please compare and contrast the two by providing examples. You do not need to go into explicit detail; keep it simple.
- Research can fall into two categories, qualitative or quantitative. Qualitative data describes characteristics or feelings that are non-numerical. For example, the patient felt sad after a certain situation where another felt confused. Sad and confused are both qualitative. Qualitative data focuses on the subjective information and does not predict or control. Quantitative describes phenomenon based on numbers. For example, 10 people did not follow up their medication regimen correctly while 22 people followed it correctly. Ten and 22 are both quantitative data. Quantitative data focuses on objective information and can be used to make predictions and control the phenomenon.
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing
research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rded.). Philadelphia: Lippincott,
Williams & Wilkins.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and confrences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
- To tell if an source is a research article, the way the information is gathered and if a question is trying to be answered needs to be known. All research articles must describe gathering information to answer a question. Wikipedia is not considered a scholarly article because anyone can go on and edit the information. Anyone can make a website claiming information to be true when it is not. Scholarly articles usually indicate what type at the top of the article. For example, it may say peer-reviewed or meta-analysis. A peer-reviewed article is one that is reviewed by others that are professionals in the area of the topic of the paper. Once it has been reviewed by other professionals and deemed accurate it is published as a peer-reviewed article. The easiest way to find out if an article is peer reviewed is by looking at the top of the article below the title. It will say peer-reviewed if it has been but it cannot be known just be reading it.
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing
research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rded.). Philadelphia: Lippincott,
Williams & Wilkins.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
- Nursing Research Database – Pubmed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/)
- Peer-reviewed nursing journals – Online journal of Issues in Nursing (Nursingworld.org/ojin) and Biomedical Central Nursing (biomedcentral.com/bmcnurs/
05/17/2012 5:10 pm 
Kara,
The research you did sounds very interesting! I did research myself at Purdue a few years ago. We too had to be careful about the interactions with the participants. We were developing a program where you take a picture of your meal before and after you eat it and it will calculate the nutrition of the amount you ate. We did a lot of experiments on how potential consumers would use the product and if they could understand how it worked. When working with them we had to be very careful not to lead them in any direction and make them figure it out on their own. I think research experience is something everyone should have even if its only helping out another professor. 
Kourtney
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Kara,
This was a fun and interesting job. I worked on it for 3 years while I was a student there. I did not come up with the research project but did help do a lot of it. It is actually still ongoing. My professor who was a dietitian came up with the idea and worked with engineers at our school to make the program. As assistants we had to "teach" the program what foods were by taking many, many pictures of foods. A feducial marker has to be placed in each picture, it looks like a picnic tablecloth but it helps the program determine the dimensions of the food on the plate. By knowing the dimensions of the food and what type it is, it is able to calculate the nutritional value. I helped with the research and with writing some of the articles about the project that were published. I was really when I graduated because I wouldn’t be able to help finish with the project. I think having this job has helped me understand research as a whole much better than any classes I had taken in the past. 
Kourtney
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Kelsey,
I agree, I find it difficult to understand research articles at times because of the vocabulary they use that I am not familiar with. I also used EBSCOhost all the time to find creditable sources. I did have problems accessing it through Lakeview's website my first semester. I had to email our librarian and she was able to reset my password and it has worked since! I know a few other students in my class that had this problem and she was able to fix theirs too. Try emailing the librarian! 
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Liji,
I completely agree with you about it being hard to keep up with APA formatting. I feel like it is changing so often. Once i get t down something changes that I missed and I loose points on stuff because of it. To me it also seems that every teacher has their own little changes to APA formatting that they like to see, which becomes confusing when writing a paper for another class. I hope this class will help us learn the correct way and we will not have to look every reference formatting every time.

Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Kourtney Steinkamp
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: I am glad to hear that you were able to complete research at another College/University. Did you get you name published with the publication of the research. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5



Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	Name:
	Date Graded:
5/21/12
	Week #:   1
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments: Proof read post, content was missing in one sentence.  Good advice about the EBSCOhost and the librarian. 
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	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 2
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	2

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	1




