Kaley Smith 
05/16/2012 2:27 pm 
1. Nursing research is a subject that I can definitely see myself being interested in. As of now, I cannot say that I have any major fears about this course. My only concerns are staying on top of the many assignments and getting the hang of the research process. When I hear the word research, I think of long hours spent searching for, studying, and testing information in the hopes of finding an answer to a specific question or problem. While I do find nursing research to be interesting and read research articles when needed for an assignment, I do not find myself reading research in my spare time. Doing so is very time consuming and the research itself is not always clear to me. However, I can see myself becoming more interested in reading research when I am a new practicing nurse with many questions on how to best care for my patients. It is likely that the barriers that prevent me from reading research are similar to those of practicing nurses. Nurses are very busy individuals and research could take up a lot of their time. These nurses may find it easier to simply ask a more experienced nurse for answers to their clinical questions. 
2. Qualitative and quantitative methods are both important parts of research. I keep the two terms straight in the same way I have since I first heard these terms in elementary school. Qualitative refers to the “quality” while quantitative refers to the “quantity” and is often expressed numerically. I also really like the way that the booked described the difference between these two terms by comparing them to puzzle pieces. In qualitative research, pieces of the puzzle are put together to form a bigger picture while in quantitative research, the puzzle is broken down into its smaller parts to be studied (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011, p. 30). 
3. One can determine that a source is scholarly by confirming that it has been peer reviewed and published by an accredited source, such as a scholarly journal. Wikipedia definitely does not meet the criteria to be considered a scholarly source. This is because the information is not peer reviewed and can be written and edited by anyone who wishes to do so. It is likely that the information on Wikipedia is accurate but because of the source of the information, it cannot be considered scholarly. The term peer-reviewed simply means that the source has been read and evaluated by the writers peers, or professionals that are at the same level as the writer. Whether or not a source is peer reviewed cannot be determined by reading it. It is typically stated somewhere within the source that it has been peer reviewed. 
4. I most often use EBSCOhost that is found on Lakeview’s and EIU’s library page to find scholarly journals. 
http://proxy.library.eiu.edu:2053/ehost/search/advanced?sid=3260b27f-35fe-42bf-9e19-09035227f724%40sessionmgr111&vid=2&hid=113
Nursing journals:
The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing found at http://www.nursingworld.org/ojin
Journal of Professional Nursing found at http://www.professionalnursing.org/
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins.

05/19/2012 4:35 pm 
Kara,
I really liked the way you described what comes to mind when you hear the word research. It was a simple but creative way to sum up the ideas of research that you are familiar with. Also, we share the same issue with reading research, as it seems many of us do. I always read the abstract to determine if the article is relevant and then skip straight to the conclusion in an attempt to quickly learn the overall outcome and point of the study. When I do read the body, I find it hard to work through and often confusing. Hopefully by the end of this course, we will be able to make better use of the research we do read! Your past experience with research also sounds very interesting. You are lucky to come into this course with some background in research. 
Kaley Smith 
05/19/2012 7:47 pm 
Kimberly,
Like you mentioned, we have heard a lot about the importance of EBP since the start of nursing school. Before that time, I don’t think I had ever heard that term before. I agree that learning more about research throughout this course could be very interesting. It is easy to see the importance of research and EBP, but it is often the formality of the process and how much time research consumes that worries me. Like you, I can also see myself potentially pursuing research after gaining some years of experience on the floor. I also thought you did a great job explaining the difference between the two kinds of data. It could not have been stated more clearly. 
Kelsey,
I can understand why you are concerned with the online group assignments. Online classes definitely have some barriers that classes in the traditional setting do not. Everyone prefers to work at a different pace, which could potentially cause some frustration among the group. I have always been a last minute kind of person. This has always worked very well for me, but I know I may be put in a group with people who have to be extremely organized and have projects completed long before the due date. I also have similar thoughts when I hear the word research. It seems like so much work for the answer to one question! 
Katie,
Like you, I am also a visual-auditory learner and have only read a book for fun a handful of times. It is nearly impossible for me to keep my attention focused on reading for a long period of time. I always find my mind wondering. This has definitely influenced my opinion of research in the past. However, you brought up a good point about how nurses could incorporate research into their everyday practice without losing too much of their time. A few extra minutes could greatly improve the patient care that they provide. 
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