05/16/2012 4:48 pm 
1. Please share your thoughts and concerns regarding research and/or this course. What are your biggest fears? What do you think of when you hear the word research? Do you think research is something you could do? What prevents you from reading research? Do you think your barriers are the same as nurses practicing in healthcare today? 
Research in any field is a remarkable way to learn as well as teach. Without research we wouldn’t know most of the things we do today. Regardless of whether one is involved in research, we all use the end product on a daily basis. Fortunately, nursing is a field where results for some of the research can be seen comparatively quickly, unlike pharmaceutical or oncologic research to name a few.
My biggest fear would be losing my patience in the process, especially if the end result was headed towards failure. Research requires constant vigilance, patience, and astute observation. Maintaining an open mind and a positive attitude, regardless of the results, is key.
Perhaps this is slightly juvenile but when I hear research I think of a quest, a journey to find critical yet exciting answers. At the same time, it makes me think of charts, statistics, placebo effects, meta-analysis, case-control vs. cohort studies, clinical trials, prevalence vs. incidence, various biases, and alpha & beta errors.
I, definitely, think I could do nursing research in future when I have some more knowledge and experience. There are different types of research reports. Some are very statistical and others mainly conceptual. Maintaining interest in reading statistical data can be challenging unless it is well interpreted and applied to the clinical outcome. I find that to be something that may prevent me from reading research at times.
I am sure some of my barriers are the same as practicing nurses. For instance, reading statistical reports. The barriers may vary depending on the education of an individual, their strong suits, interests and field of research. However, to give a precise and conclusive answer I would need to get more experience as a practicing nurse myself.
2. Two major types of research exist: quantitative and qualitative. Compare and contrast the two by providing examples.
Quantitative is objective and deductive. As the name suggests, includes any measurable data collection. It gives precise results in the form of statistics and tables (numerical) for creation of models and providing explanations. It mainly uses questionnaires, surveys etc. For example, creating a chart of correlation between high blood pressure, increased salt intake and diabetes via repeated measurements of each.
Qualitative is subjective and inductive. It utilizes data that is not numerical and interprets it in an effort to define and examine what is relevant to the problem. Usually uses repeated observations at the same time intervals. Researcher may use client interviews & narratives, documentary analysis, and observation of participants to collect this data. The results, unlike quantitative, are presented in the form of images, graphs and objects. For example, explaining insomnia & PTSD in people who have been in serious combat during war via interviews and self-narratives.
3. Many sources of research are available today: publications, online sources, and conferences. How can you tell if a source is "scholarly?" For example, why is Wikipedia not considered scholarly by educational institutions? Isn't the information good? What does peer-reviewed mean, and how can you tell if an article has been peer-reviewed? Can you tell by reading it?
Scholarly source has a grave and serious format, contains graphs and charts to illustrate the article but seldom glossy pages or pictures, cites sources with footnotes and bibliographies, are written by and for scholars or researchers in the specialty, use terminology, jargon and the language of the discipline covered, and purpose if to inform, report, or make available original research or experimentation to the rest of the scholarly world, published by professional organizations, contain selective advertising.
Wikipedia (Wiki = users can add, modify or delete information) is not considered scholarly because anyone can put information on that site, which may or may not be correct, and may or may not be based on research. Hence, there is no way to authenticate the accuracy & reliability of the information provided.
Peer-reviewed journals refer only to those scholarly journals that submit articles to several other scholars, experts, or academics in the field for review and comment. These reviewers must agree that the article represents properly conducted original research or writing before it can be published.
4. Let's start a Nursing Research database of scholarly, peer-reviewed sources. Please list one (1) scholarly website where research can be accessed by everyone and two (2) peer-reviewed nursing journals. You do not need to cite any specific articles within the websites or journals. Listing the URL address and journal name is enough.
Scholarly open to be accessed by everyone –
BioMed Central – http://www.biomedcentral.com/
Peer reviewed –
The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing – http://www.nursingworld.org/ojin
Journal of American Medical Association – http://jama.jamanetwork.com/journal.aspx
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05/19/2012 12:40 am 
Kara, excellent post. I, certainly, believe that education has to do with whether we understand and like reading or doing research. If one is not exposed to research or courses needed to understand it, we are not going to create the interest needed. I've experienced that years ago and until I understood what I was reading, it was useless. I might as well have read a foreign language. That said however, one has to have some innate interest in the basic need to find an answer to a problem. Simply knowing statistics and having the ability to extract and analyze is not enough to like or do research. People are overwhelmed when they hear research because they see it a some huge horrible thing but with the right guidance, it is not only doable but also interesting and thought provoking.
05/19/2012 5:14 pm 
Krystal,
It is certainly good to know that I am not the only one who might feel frustrated with something like this. I do like the excitement and the rush you feel in the beginning of such a quest. Picking the right field of research is also very important. If I pick something that I don't like then maintaining interest in it would be rather difficult. I hope, in future, I can be part of research that makes a difference in the health care field.
05/19/2012 5:05 pm 
Kimberly, well said. What caught my attention in your post was "...an opportunity to make a change or a difference." I think that would be key to maintaining interest in any field of research. I, myself, tend to lose interest in research when I see things not working out so well. Research is a trial and error process and seldom does one get lucky with results being exactly what we want them to be. Your statement would be a great way to stay positive and continuing through this trial and error process regardless of the results.
05/20/2012 8:24 pm 
Kathleen,
I agree with your point about Wikipedia being a good place to get ideas. I, myself, have found some interesting things on that site. Often, one can go to the reference section in the post and can find some great valuable information. However, one must know the difference between good and bad references in order to eliminate the unreliable resource.
Well put Kathleen.
Katherine,
I liked your point about reading, very honest. I think most people have that fear. The volume of reading involved is enormous and it isn't simple reading since you need to keep your eyes and mind open to catch things. However, I feel that the level of interest in research reading depends on how your research is going. For instance, if steps are going in the right direction, one is more motivated and happy to read whatever is involved.

Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Chaudhary, Madhavi
	Date Graded: 5/20/12
	Week #:   1
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   645

   YES        NO
	Comments: Good examples and resources. Watch the wording of the sentence to make sure it is a complete sentence. 

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
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