Kourtney Steinkamp 
07/16/2012 5:22 pm 
1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
Using a mixed-method design is more work for the researcher, but it helps to better understand the problem being analyzed. Combining qualitative and quantitative research can give a more thorough result. Quantitative data gives more information in the form of numbers about the problem being analyzed. Qualitative data give information on the opinions of the subjects. This is more work for the researcher and may be confusing to the reader if it is not displayed well in the article.
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
The researcher must first come up with the purpose of the study based on an existing problem. Participants must then be gathered for the study and must sign an IRB approved, informed consent. Before data can be collected the researcher must come up with a design and framework for the study. Research is then collected carefully so there is not any bias present. The data collected must be analyzed and results drawn. To make this research into evidence-based practice, the researcher must relate it to past research and present it in an article to be published in a peer-reviewed journal.
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
Part of the reason there is a time lag is because it takes time for the researcher to put the new knowledge into an article and get it published. It then takes time for society to see these journal articles. I think many people are hesitant to believe this new information based on one single study. I think some people wait for more studies to come out before they use this information. Some people probably wait until someone they know and respect uses this information before they do. There are a lot of reasons why there is a time lag; the biggest reason is because it is change and people are resistant to it.
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
One thing that I found interesting about research is getting to read all these articles. I would not have read these on my own. It was also interesting to get to see what everyone’s interests are. There are topics that I did not think I would be interested in until I read their posts. I think I have learned a lot through this class just by reading about the articles everyone chose. 
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Madeline,
I agree with your reasons for why there is a time lag. Many people do get in the habit of practicing in a certain way. For example, when it was found that we do not need to aspirate following an IM injection. Many nurses still practice this technique. My cousin who began her nursing career a few years ago, had to help the nurse manager teach everyone not to aspirate. This just shows the time lag between the discovery of new knowledge and its use. These nurses were accustomed to the way they have been doing things all along. 	Comment by cconnerton: This is a sentence fragment. 	Comment by cconnerton: cousin, 
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Krystal,
I agree with you that the mixed method design is an interesting concept. When I was reading articles at the beginning of the summer, I thought to myself, why didn’t they do it both ways to better understand the problem? I have noticed that there are many studies that used a quantitative approach and then later did a qualitative approach in another study. I think it would be worth the extra time and effort to do these at the same time and have them in the same article. 
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