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1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
A mixed method design can be described as a kind of research in which a researcher combines quantitative and qualitative research techniques, methods, approaches, concepts, or language into a single study. A mixed method approach presents a logical focus and provides a platform for bridging the divide between qualitative and quantitative hypotheses. Some research studies are not definite in terms of prescribing whether a quantitative or a qualitative approach is required-since the study might require desirable features from both approaches. This could provide a reason for using a mixed method approach in order to connect the influence of both methods. In a sense this might be more work for the researcher but if it is going to contribute greater to the researcher study at hand then it is definitely worth the extra time and effort.
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
The research process has following steps in order for it to work effectively. The first step is to understand the research problem by identifying and defining variables, stating a hypothesis, and choosing a research design. Once a design is chosen, planning for data collection is implemented and a sample is targeted. The data is collected from the target sample and then analyzed by the research team. The results are interpreted and the research report is written and critiqued. Once published, the data can be used via evidence-based nursing practice and is applied to all appropriate areas in the field.
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
Some reasons for the time lag that exists between new knowledge and application of that knowledge are the fact that people are used to doing things a certain way and are afraid of change. The new research may not be cost effective as technology is advancing so is the cost of new equipment needed. Society may take several months to years to adapt to a new way of doing things. As Americans we are skeptical of new ideas and need reassurance that it is going to work so time is of the essence.
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
I found research interesting when I read about the mixed method designs. In the past I had only realized that research was based solely off one type of design. I think the use of mixed method designs gives researchers an added bonus of both qualitative and quantitative data that can be used for their study.
Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Melcarek, Krystal 
	Date Graded: 7/24/12
	Week #: 10  
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   387

   YES        NO
	Comments:

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	5




Krystal Melcarek 
07/17/2012 1:20 pm 
Kara
I agree with you that when dealing with the application of research to society it is all about the "change" factor. Society doesn't deal well with change and it seems that once we are all in a routine we don't want to break from what we are comfortable with. Also, nursing research application into practice is not that easy. It takes a long time for a study to be completed well and with accuracy. Some studies need revision or things just don't go right. For some researchers this can take years. It is important to develop a good, strong base for the research before anything is done so you can be sure to eliminate obvious errors in the testing phase. Nursing research is important because it allows us to understand and evaluate the use of different regimens for different diseases.
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Kelsey
I like that you brought up the fact of participants in the study need to be able to be generalized to entire population. If you think about it, this is a hard thing to do. Understanding how many people to use and which age and gender can definitely be confusing. As with any study, there will be some sort of limitation which need to be discussed among researchers as this can have a negative impact on the study results. You are completely right that time lag can be influenced by the fact that some research can take years to publish. For instance, if a study was performed in 2010 and isn't published until 2012, the technology that has developed since 2010 definitely can impact the results of the study and the implementation of it to society. With the numerous types of studies, designs, and research topics out there, research is extremely important to our society today. It gives us a focus on what we need to learn and where we can improve depending on the topic being studied.	Comment by cconnerton: needs
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