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1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
Using a mixed-method design allows the researcher to a produce a more defined, in-depth, conclusive study. Each method uses a different approach to measure the phenomenon being studied; therefore, delivering a more well rounded study. Qualitative methods involve the collection of information as it is expressed by people within the normal context of their lives (Rebar et al., 2011). A qualitative method focuses on subjective information and does not try to predict or control the phenomenon being studied (Rebar et. al, 2011). Quantitative methods focus on breaking down the phenomenon being studied (Rebar et. al, 2011). Quantitative methods focus on objective information and collecting data that is specific and limited to particular parts of the phenomenon being studied (Rebar at. al, 2011).	Comment by cconnerton: well-rounded
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
Research usually begins with the identification of a problem. After the problem is identified the researcher will develop a detailed plan about how to gather the needed information to address the problem. Informed consent must be obtained from participants after a description of the study listing potential risks and benefits have been given along with the subjects rights (Rebar et al., 2011). The informed consent along with a detailed description is then submitted to the IRB (Institutional review board) which will then review the study and give their approval or denial (Rebar et al., 2011). Once the research study is approved the researcher will implement the study and analyze and interpret the results obtained from the study. The final step in conducting research is to disseminate the results of the study. The researcher will either share the results of the study through publications, presentations, posters, or teaching (Rebar et al., 2011).
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
Research in general takes time to develop. If new knowledge was rapidly discovered and used there would be an over abundance of research floating around discrediting the validity of previous research. People by nature can be skeptical and before new knowledge is tried out they want to know that the new knowledge was practiced for a certain amount of time. This helps to strengthen their belief and validity in the new knowledge.	Comment by cconnerton: This should be one word. 
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
Research taught me how to better understand a research study and breakdown the results of a study. Prior to this class I would have probably just read a research article without truly understanding the results of the study. I have a better understanding of both quantitative and qualitative methods and I believe this basic knowledge will play an intricate part as a further my education.
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Rubric for Discussion Question Responses
	Name: Lindsay, Kimberly 
	Date Graded: 7/24/12
	Week #:   10 
	Deadline for Substantive Post met?         
                   YES         NO

	Substantive Post meets minimum 150 word requirement:   441

   YES        NO
	Comments:

	
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Good 
3 Points
	Excellent
5 Points
	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
	4




Kimberly Lindsay 
07/22/2012 12:34 pm 
Kallie,
I agree that using both quantitative and qualitative methods in a research study help to deliver comprehensive results; although it is more work for the researcher. The idea of breaking down each type of method every week helped me to get a better understanding of how to read research articles. I agree that this course will assist us in our future endeavors.
Kimberly Lindsay 
07/22/2012 11:14 am 
Kourtney,
I didn’t mention that getting to read so many different articles was one of the interesting things in this class, but I agree with you. I definitely would not have read so many articles on my own within such a short period of time. I gained a lot more insight on the topics I chose. I also agree that people can be skeptical by nature so this can contribute to the lag time between new knowledge gained and accepted.
Rubric for Asynchronous Discussion Participation
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Name: Lindsay, Kimberly 
	Date Graded:
	Week #:   
	
	Deadline for Posting met?         
                   YES         NO

	# of Responses:
	2
	Substantive Post meets minimum 75 word requirement:   

   YES        NO
	Comments:7/22 68 & 85 

	Any post-deadline entries?
	  YES
  NO
	
	

	
	

	# of Days Participating: 1
	



	Criteria
	Unacceptable
0 Points
	Acceptable
1 Point
	Excellent 
2 Points
	Points

	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
	2

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
	2

	Length of Postings
	<50 words on one or more posting
	50-75 words on one or more posting
	75 words or greater on all four postings
	1

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	2
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