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1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
Quantitative research – deductive approach, testing of existing theory, objective and measurable. Qualitative approach – inductive, generation of theory by interpretation of evidence, interpretative, subjective/people interpret the meaning, absence or presence of phenomenon. Each research method has limitations so the use of mixed method can offset some of the shortcomings of each. For example, quantitative method doesn’t not offer a detailed insight into the reasoning for various phenomenon, however, qualitative does. Therefore, using a mixed model helps cover more area for any research topic resulting in better understanding of the issues being studied (Spratt, Walker, & Robinson, 2004, p. 9 – 12).	Comment by cconnerton: This is a sentence fragment. 
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
The process of conducting research has many parts. It involves determining a problem that can be applied to real world issues (question, hypothesis, & theory), using best available evidence to answer those questions, using and describing various methods (samples, data measures, & procedures), analyzing the data collected (analysis, significance, variables), and conclusion (limitations and implications) (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). As nurses, we need to be able to access and understand the research before we can apply it to patient care. Seeking research for evidenced based practice (EBP) for every unique patient would be ideal but not realistic. Therefore, nurses should have the ability to figure out which situations dictate the use of EBP and the researchers need to define the information in ways applicable to EBP.
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
Society is often skeptical to use new information until they see long-term proof of the sought results. There is, perhaps, some fear, some caution, and some lack of knowledge associated with this lag. Also, no research is prefect. Each discovery comes with its limitations and society is usually more focused on the limitations, which they use as a reason to not use the discovered knowledge.
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
I found that research is intimidating until one tries it out. Once you get a hang of it, it is actually, very interesting and helps you learn more than you initially thought; a bit like seeking treasure. One might be looking only for one answer but you end up finding so many other things in the process. Also, application of statistical data is not as difficult as I initially thought it would be. This has, definitely, been a positive experience.
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Madhavi Chaudhary 
07/21/2012 10:56 pm 
Kaley,
Excellent point made for question 4. One doesn't think about it but it is so true. I compare it to putty since research can be molded in any form needed. One can start with any question that they need to address and create the research from ground up. I also like that research can be done anywhere in the world by people who will never have any contact and yet all of their research connects because it is about the same topic. I wonder if researcher ever think about that connection on a worldwide scale.	Comment by cconnerton: I wonder if the researcher ever thinks about that connection on a worldwide scale. 
Well done Kaley.
Madhavi Chaudhary 
07/21/2012 10:38 pm 
Kara,
I like your point about people not wanting to try things first. I, too, see that people are hesitant to be the first ones to try something new because there is a sense of fear or caution. They don't want to take chances in case there is any negative impact of doing so. I probably wouldn't either unless I knew that numerous people had tried it and there was no significant risk associated with it. Another reason may be the lack of interest. Nurses have to want to seek latest research and find weaknesses that need intervention. Only then can there be any use and implementation of research.
Good post Kara.
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