Katherine Chamberlain 
07/18/2012 10:34 pm 
1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
I think using a mixed-method design provides more accurate results. With quantitative research you are bound to the fact your data has to be numerical based leaving out room for elaboration of how a situation is and with qualitative you have to collect your data from mostly interviews and then compile that data. With mixing both methods, you can analyze the situation from both fronts which is likely to give you more accurate results but for these results more time is likely to be put in. 
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
In nursing research, nurses identify a point of interest. It’s either a problem or something that they would like to explore more. In the instance of a problem the nurse suggests a solution to it and then finds a tool to help evaluate the efficacy of the solution. If it’s proven that this solution is superior to the practice used now then it could be the beginning of a practice that has evidence backing its superiority over the previous method. 
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
For something to become common knowledge it needs to be spread somehow. If this new discovery was just published in a small little journal that hardly anybody reads then no one is going to know about it. If it gets media attention then almost everyone will know. Also the public needs to seek the information. If the public doesn’t watch and read the news or read journal articles then it’s unlikely they would get informed. If they would it would be from someone who had sought the information. 
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
I thought it was interesting how prevalent it was. Research day has always intrigued me but it’s so cool to see just nurses make a large impact on their practice. I hope to do the same later in my nursing career.
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Katherine Chamberlain 
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Kallie,
It’s interesting how there are so many right ways to describe something. Your description of the process of conducting research is different than mine and other’s that I’ve read but it’s not any less right. I definitely agree that many people don’t know all of the resources that are out there. The internet is full of so much good scientific information but sometimes we don’t seek it. Taking classes and using a resource that you’ve had at your fingertips for so long is very eye-opening.
-Katie
Katherine Chamberlain 
07/22/2012 11:43 pm 
Kristina,
I liked the way you quickly summed up the process of research. That’s an interesting point you brought up about nurse’s daily habits. I didn’t even think of that being a factor until I read what you wrote. It made me think of all the times that I’ve heard our instructors talk about what they used to do and how some of them still do the old practice or still have trouble breaking that habit. I’m glad you found enjoyment out of research. I know that I did. Especially with the way the class was structured. I felt like I learned more this way than having an instructor just talk at me about research.
-Katie
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