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1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
A mixed method design is a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, analysis and data collection (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011). It does at first seem like a lot of work, but it also has many advantages. Utilizing both designs can strengthen or build for a stronger study. Mixed methods can better fully answer the research questions. It can also be beneficial in trying to understand different aspects of complex results, allowing for a much broader or clearer picture than a single method might have produced. Quantitative data collection methods mainly allow the researchers to gather information about what he or she is studying, whereas qualitative data collection methods can broaden the view that might not be otherwise considered. It might take a longer time, but if it yields a good research then perhaps it is worth it.
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
Research is definitely time-consuming that involves multiple steps. Each step, from gathering a participant population to data collection must be done in a systematic way that is careful not to make any room for bias. Conducting research is stressful at times. If participants were to drop out or data were to get lost, then the research might need to be postponed to gather new participants or whatever else that needs to be done. Translating research into evidence-based practice starts from the beginning with trying to identify significant concerns that occur today and trying to gather information that would come up with a reliable and valid result or solution.
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
When new knowledge is made known, it takes a while for it to become plugged into society. We live in a world with a “see it to believe it” type attitude. The lag time consists of a slow adaptation of the new knowledge being perceived and actually used. Until we see it practiced or used a couple of times then we may start to adopt that knowledge as well.
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
Research was very intimidating to me at first. As I got the hang of it, it became more understandable. When we break it down week by week, it is less intimidating and more eye opening to the work and time that is put into a study. I liked the concept of validity and reliability and what all is looked at in a study for it to be considered evidence based.
Rebar, C. R., Gersch, C. J., Macnee, C. L., & McCabe, S. (2011). Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidence-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott, Williams, & Wilkins.
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	Unacceptable
0 Points
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	Points

	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.

	5

	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
	Posts information that is factually correct; lacks full development of concept or thought.
	Posts factually correct, reflective and substantive contribution.
	5

	References & Support
	Includes no references or supporting experience.
	Uses personal experience, but no references to readings or research.
	Incorporates one reference from literature.  May lack relevance.  May lack proper APA format in citing.
	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
	5

	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with minor clarity or mechanics errors.
	Contributes to discussion with clear, concise comments formatted in an easy to read style that is free of grammatical or spelling errors.
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Kourtney,
There is definitely more work that is put into a mixed-method design. It does provide for a more thorough result because it targets both the qualitative and the quantitative aspects. We have the opinions and the numerical data that yield valuable results. It can be from observations, questionnaires, numerical data collection or all of them combined. I do agree with you on one more thing, and that is being able to read so many different articles. Some were so interesting and I actually learned new things that if it were not for this class, I might not have even heard of. 
Liji Valiaveettil 
07/17/2012 11:12 pm 
Kalyn,
You are so right when you state that critical steps are being taken even before the research is started. Researchers have to make sure that they are doing a study on something that is a concern to society. To be able to recognize a problem is imperative to a successful study. Now that we know all about reliability and validity and what else to look for in a study that would make it accountable, we realize that analyzing results is a lot of work. 
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	Frequency (excluding Initial Post)
	Participates not at all.
	Participates only one (1) day
	Participates on two (2) different days
	2

	Follow-Up Postings
	Posts no follow-up responses to others.
	Posts shallow contribution to discussion (e.g., agrees or disagrees); does not enrich discussion.  Responds to 1 or 2 other students.
	Elaborates on an existing posting with further comment or observation.  Responds to 2 other students’ posts.
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	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
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	Posts information that is factually correct; contains full development of concept or thought.
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	75 words or greater on all four postings
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	Clarity & Mechanics
	Posts long, unorganized or rude content that may contain multiple errors or may be inappropriate.
	Communicates in friendly, courteous and helpful manner with some errors in clarity or mechanics.
	Contributes valuable information to discussion with clarity and without mechanics errors.
	




