Kallie Tracy 
07/16/2012 3:41 pm 
1. What do you think are the advantages of using a mixed-method design in nursing research? Isn't it just more work for the researcher?
a. I feel like it is more work for the researcher with a mixed-method design of research just because there are more pieces to put together. However, it makes the studies more efficient when there is a mixed method design because there are more pieces observed. Also with the mixed method design the results are shown in various ways.
2. Taking what you have learned throughout the semester, briefly summarize the process of conducting research and then translating the research into evidence-based practice.
a. The process of conducting research begins with a research question that the researchers wish to answer. Then they must find a sample and determine a sample size. The research question needs to have a means to determine the end result such as diary records, survey, questionnaire, observation, etc. The sample size will help determine this. A period of time for the study to be conducted needs to be determined too. After the study method is done they put the gathered information into statistics or a way to read the results such as a bar graph. The criteria can also be laid out with a concept map to better understand. There are several techniques that are used in a process of conducting research.
3. What do you think are some reasons for the time lag that exists between discovery of new knowledge and the use of that knowledge by society?
a. Many people in today’s society are not aware of the resources that are available. I think lack of knowledge of technology and resources is a main issue for the lack of discovery about all of this new information. I would not have been aware of any of these resources if I had not had the assignments throughout my college career that I did. These types of courses have helped me tremendously.
4. Last question for the semester, what is one thing you found interesting about research?
a. I found it very interesting how there were so many parts to critiquing research articles and studies. Yes I have done research projects in the past, but nothing to the extent that I did in this class. There are so many more ways I learned throughout the summer semester of how to read through the studies and also how it can relate more to our future.
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Kallie Tracy 
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Kara -
You make a very good point that translating research into evidence based practice is more difficult than it seems. The topics that I have chosen throughout the semester I wanted to make sure I had a background knowledge on it before continuing otherwise it would have made it that much more difficult. I think that it is better to expand our knowledge base on topics we can relate to and therefore translate into evidence based practice. As you stated in the end of the third question we must then be able to explain it thoroughly. You made several very well developed points in your post.
Kallie
Kallie Tracy 
07/17/2012 6:16 pm 
Kaley -
Tradition does play a huge role in the health care field and sometimes it can be difficult for more experienced nurses to get accustomed to new ways. I think a big factor in whether the more experienced nurses can adjust is the way they were raised and their personal beliefs on "what works". Personally, if something is working well for me in a patient care facility I think it would be more difficult for me to change to a new way. This is one obstacle I will have to face in the future since research is bringing about new ideas.
Kallie
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