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Week 1 – Lecture & Assignment	(10 pts).			     Due by: 5/23/10 @ 2200
	                                           
 **There are two parts to this assignment.  Submit  both parts as one document.**


Part 1: Introduction to Research Terminology

The purpose of this course is stated in the syllabus. My goals for you are the same, but different:

1. By the end of the semester you will know how to read and analyze a nursing research article and apply it to nursing practice.

2. By the end of the semester you will be able to write a research paper using APA formatting guidelines.

The concept of nursing research is probably intimidating and might be the last the last thing on your long list of priorities for nursing school. I guarantee that by the end of the semester your opinions will change. Hopefully they will change in a positive direction. I am your instructor, guide and facilitator for the next 10 weeks. I take 50% responsibility for making sure the above stated two goals are met. You are responsible for the other 50%. Let’s get started.



What is nursing research? According to our text, nursing research is comprised of two main components (Macnee & McCabe): 

1. To be nursing research it must include a systematic gathering of information to aid in answering a certain question.

2. The information gathered must be specific to answer a question which addresses a nursing knowledge gap.

What is a knowledge gap? Knowledge is when we know something…a knowledge gap is when we don’t know something. It’s just that simple! An example of a nursing knowledge gap is shown in the following scenario:

Several years ago, an emergency room nurse was noticing a trend in the increase of young boys being admitted with severe burns to their upper extremities. She was curious as and decided to do something about it….	

WHAT WAS THE NURSE’S KNOWLEDGE? – There was an increase in the number of adolescent boys coming to the ER with severe burns.

WHAT WAS THE NURSE’S KNOWLEDGE GAP? – Why was there an increase in the number of adolescent boys coming to the ER with severe burns?
  
Her curiosity continued and her knowledge gap was developed into a research question. She underwent the research process and her results helped develop the Consumer Protection Safety Act of 1994 requiring regulating the ignition mechanism of disposable lighters. This nurse’s knowledge gap, which turned into a research question, which then became a research study, determined that these boys were all becoming burned while playing with lighters. That is one example of the impact of nursing research!

Now that I’ve hopefully illustrated how useful and accessible nursing research is, let’s move on. Like anything new, you have to understand the terminology involved. Here are most, but not all of the research terminology which is found in your textbook by Macnee and McCabe (2008). The highlighted terms are those which you will become very familiar with this semester.

 Part 1 of this week’s assignment will be to read about each of the highlighted terms and then to develop a 1-2 sentence statement which uses the term in an example which shows you know what the term means. Do not define the term. You will need to cite where your information came using this format: (Author, date, page #). Your assignment must include an APA-formatted title and references page.

Abstract (the benefits of)					Inference
Bias							Informed Consent
Clinical Trial						Instrument
Comparison Group					Institutional Review Board
Conceptual Framework					Internal Validity
Conclusions						Key Words
Confidentiality						Knowledge & Knowledge Gap
Control Group						Limitations
Convenience Sample					Literature Review
Correlational Studies					Longitudinal Research Design
Credibility						Mean
Cross Sectional						Median
Data							Mode
Data Collection						Meta-analysis
Data Saturation						Meta-synthesis
Deductive Knowledge					Methods
Demographics						Peer Reviewed vs. Scholarly Articles
Dependent Variable					Phenomenology
Descriptive Research Design				Pilot Study
Dissemination						Population & Sample
Error							Primary Sources
Ethnography						Printed Indexes
Evidence-Based Nursing					Probability
Experimental Designs					Procedures
External Validity						Prospective Research Design
Five Human Rights in Research				Qualitative Research (& types of)		
Generalization						Quantitative Research (& types of)
Grounded Theory						Quasi-Experimental Design
Findings vs. Results/Conclusions			Random Sampling
Historical Research Method				Reliability
Hypothesis						Replication
Independent Variable					Research Design
Inductive Knowledge					Retrospective Research Design										Themes
Rigor							Theory
Secondary Sources					Triangulation
Significance						Validity


Part 2: Ethical Principles and Nursing Research

Reading Assignment: Macnee & McCabe (pp. 7-18; 234-238 and 145-157)

Your first paper is due soon. However, you need to have a grasp of some of the concepts related to ethics and nursing research. And, in order to produce a paper discussing the ethical issues surrounding end-of-life care, you need to review some of the ethical principles you learned in N200.

For this part of the assignment you will need to discuss the following items.  Cite any information you obtain from another source. Remember to include a title and references page with your submission.

1. Discuss the following terms and how they relate to nursing practice: autonomy; beneficence; justice; paternalism; and, veracity.

2. Discuss the five human rights in research and how they relate to the ethical principles above.

3. Discuss the three necessary components of informed consent forms.

4. Discuss who might be good candidates to sit on a hospital’s Institutional Review Board and what about their professional or personal background makes them a good candidate.



Reference:

Macnee, C., & McCabe, S. (2008). Understanding nursing research: Reading and using
	research in evidence-based practice. Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 




My Grading Criteria:
1. Was there an APA-formatted title and references page?
2. Were there APA-formatted citations for all paraphrased and directly quoted information?
3. Were all components of the assignment discussed appropriately?
