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 The Center of Disease Control estimated that at the end of 2008, 682,668 Americans were living with HIV and 490,696 Americans were living with AIDS. The Center of Disease Control also estimated that on average 42,959 people in the United States are newly diagnosed with HIV every year; about half of that number is made up of American Americans. In 2006, the rate of new HIV infection for black women was nearly 15 times as high as that of white women and nearly 4 times that of Hispanic/Latina women. The rate of African Americans Women contracting HIV/AIDS is alarming, therefore makes that population vulnerable. 
 Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is a sexually transmitted disease. It can also be spread by contact with infected blood, or from mother to child during pregnancy, childbirth or breast-feeding. Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is a chronic, potentially life-threatening condition caused by (HIV) (Mayo Clinic, 2011). Both affect the immune system by interfering with the body’s ability to fight off disease causing organisms. There is currently no cure for either HIV or AIDS, but there are medications designed to prevent new strands of the virus from forming used along with medications to help control symptoms related such as nausea and vomiting.  
Some of the reasons why African American women HIV/AIDS rates are high may include; socioeconomic issues associated with poverty, many go with health insurance and can’t afford to pay out of pocket for a doctor’s visit. Limited accesses to quality health care, a large portion of African American women live in inner cities and are with transportation, making it difficult to see a health care provider on a regular basis. House hold hazards, such as living with 
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a known IV drug user or being an IV drug user. Lack of HIV/AIDS education received, explaining the risk, how it is transmitted, presentation education, how to get tested, and what happens after an HIV/AIDS diagnosis. 
I was raised in the inner City of Baltimore and can remember, firsthand the lack of resources (transportation, local health clinic, HIV/AIDS education) we had. I can also remember the first time I heard term HIV/AIDS; it was on MTV when a young black Basketball Player named Earvin “Magic” Johnson announced that he was HIV positive back in 1991, I was 11. I recall my mother coming to me upset saying, “See, you can’t eat or drink after anyone.”  I didn’t realize just how mis-informed she was until 2 years later in junior high, when a beautiful, well-dressed, young successful, black women came in to talk about how she got infected with HIV and educated the class on prevention tips. That made me realized that it wasn’t just drug users or people who sleep with lots of people contracting this disease, it was also young black women. That day I ran home and taught my mother everything that the guest speaker had told us about the disease. 	
In the recent years, HIV/AIDS education has increase for the African American population with websites such as: cdc.gov; avert.org/usa-race-age.htm; womenshealth.gov; and the African American HIV University. Each of these sites offers statistical information regarding the amount of people affected with HIV/AIDS, how the disease is transmitted, and ways to prevent the spread of the disease.  The sites also list local resources that help with counseling and a list of local health care providers. The Black Entertainment Television (BET) set up the “rap it 
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up” campaign designed to give young African American teens and young adult information about how to get tested for HIV, and ways to help reduce the viewer’s risk factors.  STD prevent is also being taught in schools, added as a part of the curriculum. HIV/AIDS education is targeted at the primary prevention in all ages; the goal is to decrease the number of people being affected by this illness. The HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) is an international collaboration of scientist and educators searching for an effective and safe HIV vaccine. 
Support for the HVTN comes from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) of the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  The NVTN states that maybe in the next 10 years the vaccination will be available for the public. 
CBS news reported that people with HIV can get 24 extra years of life from modern treatments at a total cost of about $618,900 and cost billions of tax payers’ dollars. In 2006, AIDS was the 3rd leading cause of death of African American adults 35-44 years of age. (CDC, 2011) Currently the number of cases has been stable with all the local and National primary, secondary, and tertiary efforts. The main focus to prevent new cases of the disease and maintain the health of individuals already infected with the disease. 
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