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Violence in the ER
Article Summary
	In the article A Survey of Workplace Violence Across 65 U.S. Emergency Departments. K Studies were done to determine the level of safety felt by emergency department (ED) staff and the ED characteristics such as security personnel, presence of metal detector, and violence training to name a few. “Between 1993 and 1999, there were 1.7 million episodes of workplace-related violence annually in the United States, and in the 12% of these episodes the victim was a healthcare worker or mental health care worker.”  In the studies that were performed, it was determined that staff that had worked in ED longer than five years felt less safe than those with less experience. It was reported that only one-fourth of staff felt safe only sometimes, rarely, or never. Another main point that was noted was that less than 15% of EDs have metal detectors, and less than half of EDs had some type of violence training. Those with the violence training tended to feel safer than those without the training (Kansagra et al., 2008, p. 1268-1272).
Impression Summary
	This article brought some interesting attention to things that some might not put as a correlation to the contribution of violence in the workplace. It would be in the best interest for a hospital to put into place safety measures to keep staff safe in a stressful environment where patients are dealing with long wait times, given bad news on diseases, death, etc. It is unclear if the metal detectors contribute to the safety of the emergency department or not. Violence training should be implemented in all hospitals, so that staff is trained and aware of how to deal with violent problems as they may arise to assist security guards if one is not readily available.  
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