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I really didn’t know what the true meaning of informatics was before I took this course. Actually I am still trying to learn and understand what it means and what it has to really do with nursing. I’m sure by the end of the course I will have a much greater understanding of what informatics is and what impact it has with nursing. However I think I do have a sense of what informatics is on a global scale. I believe it is how technology but more specifically computers impacts nursing and the healthcare field as a whole. I think informatics is only made possible with the advent of technology. I feel that 50 years ago informatics in nursing would not be a viable option. The advancement of technology creates new industry all the time. Informatics is just one example of this. 	Comment by Mary: Indent your paragraghs
In my opinion informatics will be crucial as healthcare moves further into the 21 century. With President Obama’s health care mandate to which some on the right call “Obama-Care” there will need to be a greater melding of technology and healthcare. If all Americans will be required to have some sort of health care coverage then informatics will be part and parcel with providing quality health care to the masses. Hospital administrators will make informatics a staple of their hospital’s tools to care for the public. Informatics will not be looked on as some fringe department but a major resource that will be taken seriously. Decision makers will realize that technology might have a great upfront expenditure in equipment and personnel. However, they will understand that in the long run these costs will more than pay for themselves in hospital efficacy and patient satisfaction which will reduce cost. Technology namely informatics will more than pay for itself.
I feel that another benefit in informatics is in the security of patient records. Technology has benefited society in a multitude of ways. Most of us couldn’t live without some of the advances we have gained in the last 20 years. However like most everything else technology does have it draw backs. Having secure patient records goes without saying. Hospitals would lose the public trust if people didn’t have absolute faith that the hospital would keep their personal health information private. Hospitals are moving their records from handwritten documentation to bytes of information housed on computer servers somewhere. Now more than ever security of these files is paramount. Informatics will help secure and organize classified patient records. Informatics should help alleviate the public doubt that their private health information will not be floating somewhere on the internet for unscrupulous people with bad intentions to see.
I took this class because I have used computer basically my entire life. I also love technology and helping people. Therefore it seemed to me that taking informatics would be a so called perfect storm for my interest. Before I came to nursing school I worked in the information technology department of an investment bank and other companies. I worked on and with computers on a daily bases. I have a vast knowledge of computers and how they work. More than that I like technology and have always had an interest to learn new things. I had a general idea of what informatics was however I want to learn in detail what informatics is. I want to know how informatics can affect health care. I don’t know what type of nurse I would like to become therefore I want to expose myself to all avenues and doorways of nursing that are presented to me. Therefore with my experience in technology and computers and my affinity for helping others I feel taking this course in informatics is right up my alley.
