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The purpose of this paper is to inform the reader on the importance of having a BSN degree as a registered nurse. Nursing is an important career in the health care field where the life of a person is constantly at risk. Because our decisions put other people’s lives at risk, there is no margin for error. With more knowledge and a better understanding of the field of nursing there is a decreased chance of making a mistake or an accident. With a bachelor of science in nursing degree, or BSN, a nurse will have more knowledge about the nursing field, will have more clinical experience, and will be more prepared to handle an unexpected situation.

Having a baccalaureate degree as opposed to an associate degree indicates more schooling and a higher education. According to a study performed by researchers for the University of Pennsylvania, “They wondered whether the proportion of a hospital’s staff of baccalaureate or higher degree-prepared RNs contributed to improved patient outcomes” (Chitty & Black, 2010, p.8). They studied this concept and then proceeded to research this theory. Using a qualification method to consider things such as surgery, medical history, sex, and age, the researchers produced some relevant statistics. The group, led by Dr. Linda Aiken, found that there was a higher survival rate of patients in the Pennsylvania hospitals when the staff consisted of RNs with their BSN or a higher degree through direct care to the patient, rather than a staff with limited RNs with their baccalaureate degree or higher. 

If all nurses had a required BSN, it could potentially improve the quality of care given to the patients admitted to hospitals everywhere. Being employed by a hospital shows that that nurse has the ability to handle emergency situations. With less training, experience, and practice, a nurse with a degree less than a BSN may not have been given the opportunity to practice a certain skill due to limited clinical time. A nurse with his/her BSN will have the luxury of more 
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in depth exposure to a skill, giving that nurse the upper hand when it comes to being able to provide quality care for a patient. 


With a requirement of a baccalaureate degree to become an RN, a nurse will receive more training, a higher and more in depth nursing education, and greater exposure to clinical practicum. An RN with a baccalaureate degree will have been tested more thoroughly, and will have been in school for almost twice as long as an RN with an associate degree. Finally, a hospital patient can feel at ease to know that they are being cared for by a nurse with extensive training and education. 
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