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Synopsis
This Simulated Clinical Experience (SCE) can take place in several locations, depending on the
background of the learner or healthcare provider. It can take place in the patient's home or an ambulance, or the patient can be presented as a new arrival to the Emergency Department.
The patient is a 21-year-old male who is complaining of dyspnea, shortness of breath and sharp chest pain on the left side. He says he had been playing basketball all afternoon when he felt a pop in his chest, then began having chest pain and dyspnea. He stopped playing basketball about an hour ago.

Patient History
Past Medical History: None
Allergies: None
Medications: None
Code Status: Full Code
Social/Family History: The patient is a single college student
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Learning Objectives
Assesses, identifies abnormal findings, prioritizes care and intervenes appropriately
Demonstrates proficiency in management of spontaneous pneumothorax
Administers medications, oxygen and IV Fluids
Manages the airway
Manages a simple pneumothorax
Manages a tension pneumothorax
Reassesses condition and response to treatment
Identifies changes in condition
Considers the potential causes and intervenes as appropriate

Preparation Questions
What are modifiable and non-modifiable risk factors for spontaneous pneumothorax?
What assessments should be performed for a patient with a pneumothorax?
Describe the differences between diminished lung sounds and normal lung sounds.
How could the learner determine if a patient's oxygen saturation is adequate if there is no pulse oximeter available?
What assessment information would indicate the patient's condition is worsening?
Identify three priority teaching points related to health promotion for the patient with a pneumothorax.
