
Lakeview College of Nursing
N302 – Nursing Research
Spring, 2011


Course Level:			Level III


Course Number/Name:	 	N302 – Nursing Research


Credits:				This course provides three [3] semester credit hours; 48 online classroom hours, 					using Edvance 360 platform; there are no clinical hours.

Prerequisites:

Enrolling in this course requires satisfactory completion of all Level I and Level II nursing courses, statistics, or with permission of the instructor.


Course Description:

This course is based on the American Association of Colleges of Nursing’s (AACN), The Essentials of Baccalaureate Education for Professional Nursing Practice (2008). AACN has delineated the expected outcomes to be achieved by graduates of baccalaureate nursing colleges which provide the framework for Lakeview College of Nursing’s (2008, “Nursing course) curriculum. One of AACN’s expected outcomes is that every graduate will be able to translate evidence-based nursing research into practice. (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2008)

This online course introduces students to the techniques, methods, and tools of nursing research. The course focuses on how nurse researchers define a problem of interest to nursing, determine the purpose of a study, choose a data collection instrument, and plan for data analysis. The course will address the importance of protecting human rights in nursing research, and will require students to read and critique research reports for applicability to nursing practice. The course will culminate in each student addressing an issue related to professional nursing and writing a research proposal addressing the problem.


Academic Integrity Statement:

Lakeview College of Nursing is designed to provide a liberal and professional educational foundation, which is essential for practicing with ethical judgment. Integrity is one of the core values. Therefore, academic integrity is a critical aspect of the educational process and any violation is considered unprofessional behavior.  All students are held responsible for their own academic honesty, as well as for maintaining the integrity of a sound academic environment. Should there be a violation in the integrity of the academic environment; students will be disciplined as described in the Lakeview College of Nursing Student Handbook with the appropriate sanction.

Although there is no Assessment Technologies Institute (ATI) testing in this course, it should be noted that it is a legal violation of ATI and a violation of the Lakeview College Nursing Student Code of Conduct to give or receive information, study guides or other aid, to anyone prior to or following any test given by Lakeview College of Nursing. This information also pertains to the non-group assignments in this course.

Disability Statement:

Any student who has a documented disability is urged to contact his or her instructor of this course for assistance and direction in obtaining services to accommodate their needs. For further clarification of LCN’s policy, see the section entitled Americans With Disabilities (ADA) Policy in the Student Handbook

Course Instructor-
Cynthia Line, RN, MSN, OCN			Office hours: Online M-TR 1900-2200; Su 1900-2200 cline@lakeviewcol.edu				Charleston: by appointment				
						Danville: by appointment

Purpose of Course: 

 At the completion of this course students will be able to identify and integrate evidence-based nursing research into their clinical nursing practice.


Goals of Course:

At the completion of this course students will have obtained the knowledge and skills to: produce APA-formatted research papers; read and interpret scholarly nursing research studies; produce a research article critique and literature review; identify ethical issues that impact the nursing profession; develop a research proposal related to a current and relevant nursing issue; and, identify evidence-based protocols and procedures used by actual health care facilities and the process by which research becomes an evidence-based practice guideline.


Level III Objectives and Corresponding Operationalized Objectives:

Nursing education facilitates the correlation and integration of knowledge from the general education and basic nursing courses through a focus on the adaptive responses of individuals, families, groups and communities to the actual or potential threats to the internal and external dimensions of well-being in personal and interpersonal spheres. Nursing focus is based on critical analysis and decision-making in the utilization of the nursing process and coordination of health care through collaborative relationships. Roles expand to include case finder, client advocate, collaborator, facilitator, and change agent. Caring is displayed through behaviors reflecting commitment to well-being that is displayed through investment of self towards the concept of well-being of individuals, families, and groups.

Objective #1-Critical Thinking: Correlation of theoretical knowledge from nursing, scientific, and humanistic disciplines to the adaptive responses of individuals, families and groups. 

1. Analyze a variety of research approaches for their applicability to nursing problems.
2. Determine the utility of the nursing process as part of the research process.
3. Correlate personal experience with research skills to improve the quality of care to clients and families.

Objective #2-Quality Care: Test a leadership role in the provision and coordination of health care through collaborative relationships with other health care professionals. 

1. Discuss the effect of current changes in the health care system on nursing research.
2. Examine the nurse researcher’s responsibility to protect the rights of human subjects.

Objective #3- Research: Critique nursing research findings for appropriate application in nursing practice. 

1. Examine the importance of research to nursing practice.
2. Distinguish between the effects of nursing research and research in other health care professions on nursing practice.
3. Analyze an identified clinical nursing problem based on pre-determined problem selection criteria.
4. Design a research proposal to provide and coordinate health care through collaborative relationships with other health care professionals.


Objective #4-Therapeutic Nursing Interventions: Utilize the nursing process to assess the quality of outcomes for individuals, families, and groups with actual or potential threats to well-being. 

1. Distinguish the role of the nurse in relationship to other health care professionals in clinical research studies.
2. Examine the impact of cooperative research ventures with peers and other health care team members.
3. Examine the organizational structure of selected agencies as they pertain to gaining entrance into clinical studies.
4. Demonstrate how to initiate the research process by determining need and setting appropriate time tables.


Objective #5-Safety: Select and provide safe and appropriate nursing interventions to individuals, families, and groups that reflect adaptive responses to actual or potential threats to well-being. 

1. Demonstrate personal and professional integrity by maintaining security and confidentiality of research data.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of practitioners’ legal responsibility in research.


Objective #6-Values: Develop professional moral, ethical and legal values into nursing practice. 

1. Examine ethical questions that the professional nurse might encounter.
2. Demonstrate the practice of protecting the rights of research subjects as they pertain to confidentiality and the “freedom from no harm” maxim.


Objective #7-Caring: Create an environment where caring is displayed through the investment of self behaviors towards the optimal quality of health for individuals, families, and groups. 

1. Utilize nursing research to improve professional practice.


Objective #8-Communication: Demonstrate communication skills to enable collaboration in finding solutions to problems and meeting the needs of individuals, families and groups, utilizing the role of advocate, collaborator and facilitator. 

1. Relate research conclusions to patients in an appropriate manner.


Objective #9-Adaptability: Use nursing knowledge to make decisions which modify nursing actions based on the adaptive responses of individuals’, families’, and groups’ response to actual or potential threat to well-being. 

1. Examine evidence-based nursing research studies to determine best nursing practice.


Objective #10-Technology: Use patient care technology and information management resources to provide optimal and safe nursing care in a variety of settings. 

1. Examine various data collection systems available in nursing research.
2. Distinguish various statistical programs used in qualitative and quantitative nursing analysis. 


Objective #11-Professionalism: Demonstrate the development of specific behaviors related to professional roles and standards of care in the delivery of safe and comprehensive nursing care. 

1. Describe the role of the baccalaureate-prepared nurse in nursing research.



Required Textbooks:	American Psychological Association [APA]. (2010). Publication manual of the
American Psychological Association  (6th ed.). Washington, DC: APA

			Burns, N., & Grove, S. (2010). The practice of nursing research: Appraisal,
				synthesis, and generation of evidence (6th Ed.). St. Louis, MO: Elsevier 						Saunders.    



Methods of Instruction:

The course may use a variety of teaching methods including online lecture, analysis of research studies, assigned readings, online discussion questions, group projects and individual written assignments. Students will be required to locate online peer-reviewed nursing research articles in order to complete assignments.


 Additional Resources:	
	
Libraries on both Danville and Charleston campuses.


Grading Procedures: **Students must achieve a minimum grade of 77% to pass this course.

A = 93%-100%
B = 85%-92%
C = 77%-84%
D = 70%-76%
F = <70%


Distribution of Assignment Grades: 

Topic Assignments-Four (4): 50 points each = 200 pts. 			
Group Assignments-Two (2) PowerPoint© Presentations:  200 points each = 400 pts.
Individual Paper Assignments- Four (4):  2 @ 150 pts.;  2 @ 200 pts. = 700 pts.

Total possible points: 1300      
		

Examinations:	There will be no mid-term or final examination during the course.


Course Requirements:

1. In order to maintain a healthy and effective learning environment, students are expected to show respect for fellow students and instructors and to utilize online rules of etiquette.

2. Students are expected to access the Edvance 360 online course forum and the LCN email forum on a daily basis to keep apprised of class announcements.

3. Students are expected to keep the instructor notified of any barriers which may impact successful completion of assignments or the course in general. Likewise, the instructor will notify students in a timely manner of any changes in the syllabus, assignments or course calendar.



4. Students are expected to have completed all assigned readings and written assignments by the due date. Five percent (5%) will be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor. Any assignment submitted later than two (2) days after the due date will not be accepted and will result in a score of zero (0) for that assignment.

5. All written assignments will conform to APA formatting guidelines as outlined in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed.) and will be written in the objective voice, unless specified otherwise.

6. All assignments, except for the two group assignments, are to be completed individually. Any suspicion of plagiarizing will be addressed accordingly.




ATI  Requirements: 	None


Course Calendar:

Week 1:		Introduction to Nursing Research
Week 2:		Ethics in Research
Week 3:		Quantitative Research
Weeks 4:	Qualitative Research
Weeks 5-8:	Evidence-Based Practice
Week 9-16:	Research Proposal

The complete course calendar is located in this course’s Edvance 360 online classroom.


GROUP ASSIGNMENTS

This course has two major assignments which will be complete within an assigned group. The expectation is that all of the group’s work will be completed via online meetings between group members. The grade for each assignment will be 50% instructor-assigned-grade, and 50% peer evaluation. Group member assignments can be found in the Edvance 360 classroom. 

TOPIC AND INDIVIDUAL PAPER ASSIGNMENTS

All individual assignments must be submitted to the appropriate Edvance 360 dropbox on or before the due dates.  If you are having technical difficulties with Edvance 360 at the time you are submitting an assignment, send your submission via the instructor’s Edvance 360 email account. Remember to take into account regional time zones if you are out-of-state when submitting an assignment. 
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