	Lakeview College of Nursing
N302-Summer, 2010
	6



LAKEVIEW COLLEGE of NURSING
N302 NURSING RESEARCH-Charleston Campus
Summer 2010

Syllabus

Course Number
 & Name:		N302-Nursing Research

Course Level:	Level III

Credits:		This course provides three [3] semester credit hours.


Prerequisites:

Enrolling in this course requires satisfactory completion of all Level I and Level II nursing courses, statistics, or with permission of the instructor.


Course Description:

This course is based on the American Association of colleges of Nursing’s (AACN), The Essentials of Baccalaureate Education for Professional Nursing Practice (2008). AACN has delineated the expected outcomes to be achieved by graduates of baccalaureate nursing colleges which provide the framework for Lakeview College of Nursing’s (LCN) curriculum. One of AACN’s expected outcomes is that every graduate will be able to translate evidence-based nursing research into practice. (American Association of Colleges of Nursing, 2008)

This online course introduces students to the techniques, methods, and tools of nursing research. The course focuses on how nurse researchers define a problem of interest to nursing, determine the purpose of a study, choose a data collection instrument, and plan for data analysis. The course will address the importance of protecting human rights in nursing research, and will require students to read and critique research reports for applicability to nursing practice. The course will culminate in each student addressing an issue related to professional nursing and writing a research proposal addressing the problem.


Academic Integrity Statement:

LCN is dedicated to providing a liberal and professional educational foundation that is essential for practicing with ethical judgment. Academic integrity is a critical aspect of the educational process and all students are responsible for maintaining their own academic honesty, as well as for maintaining the integrity of a sound academic environment. If there is an incident of violations in the environment, students will be disciplined under the Student Code of Conduct as described in the LCN Student Handbook.


Disability Statement:

Any student who has a documented disability is urged to contact their instructor of this course for assistance and direction in obtaining services to accommodate their needs. For further clarification of LCN’s policy, see the section entitled Americans With Disabilities (ADA) Policy in the Student Handbook


Course Instructor-Charleston Campus
Cynthia Line, RN, MSN, OCN			Office hours: By appointment only	
cline@lakeviewcol.edu

Purpose and Goal of Course: 

 At the completion of this course students will be able to recognize and integrate evidence-based nursing research into clinical nursing practice.

Level III Objectives and Corresponding Operational ized Objectives:

Nursing education facilitates the correlation and integration of knowledge from the general education and basic nursing courses through a focus on the adaptive responses of individuals, families, groups and communities to the actual or potential threats to the internal and external dimensions of well-being in personal and interpersonal spheres. Nursing focus is based on critical analysis and decision-making in the utilization of the nursing process and coordination of health care through collaborative relationships. Roles expand to include case finder, client advocate, collaborator, facilitator, and change agent. Caring is displayed through behaviors reflecting commitment to well-being that is displayed through investment of self towards the concept of well-being of individuals, families, and groups.

Objective #1-Critical Thinking: Correlate theoretical knowledge from nursing, scientific, and humanistic disciplines to the adaptive responses of individuals, families and groups. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Examine a variety of research approaches for their applicability to nursing problems.
2. Determine the utility of the nursing process as part of the research process.
3. Correlate personal experience with research skills to improve the quality of care to clients and families.

Objective #2-Quality Care: Practice a leadership role in the provision and coordination of health care through collaborative relationships with other health care professionals. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Discuss the effect of current changes in the health care system on nursing research.
2. Examine the nurse researcher’s responsibility to protect the rights of human subjects.

Objective #3- Research: Critique nursing research findings for appropriate application in nursing practice. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Examine the importance of research to nursing practice.
2. Distinguish between the effects of nursing research and research in other health care professions on nursing practice.
3. Appraise an identified clinical nursing problem based on pre-determined problem selection criteria.
4. Develop a research proposal to provide and coordinate health care through collaborative relationships with other health care professionals.

Objective #4-Therapeutic Nursing Interventions: Utilize the nursing process to assess the quality of outcomes for individuals, families, and groups with actual or potential threats to well-being. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Distinguish the role of the nurse in relationship to other health care professionals in clinical research studies.
2. Examine the impact of cooperative research ventures with peers and other health care team members.
3. Examine the organizational structure of selected agencies as they pertain to gaining entrance into clinical studies.
4. Demonstrate how to initiate the research process by determining need and setting appropriate time tables.

Objective #5-Safety: Select and provide safe and appropriate nursing interventions to individuals, families, and groups that reflect adaptive responses to actual or potential threats to well-being. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Demonstrate personal and professional integrity by maintaining security and confidentiality of research data.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of practitioners’ legal responsibility in research.

Objective #6-Values: Develop professional moral, ethical and legal values into nursing practice. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Examine ethical questions that the professional nurse might encounter.
2. Demonstrate the practice of protecting the rights of research subjects as they pertain to confidentiality and the “freedom from no harm” maxim.

Objective #7-Caring: Create an environment where caring is displayed through the investment of self behaviors towards the optimal quality of health for individuals, families, and groups. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Utilize nursing research to improve professional practice.

Objective #8-Communication: Demonstrate communication skills to enable collaboration in finding solutions to problems and meeting the needs of individuals, families and groups, utilizing the role of advocate, collaborator and facilitator. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Relate research conclusions to patients in an appropriate manner.

Objective #9-Adaptability: Use nursing knowledge to make decisions which modify nursing actions based on the adaptive responses of individuals’, families’, and groups’ response to actual or potential threat to well-being. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Examine evidence-based nursing research studies to determine best nursing practice.

Objective #10-Technology: Use patient care technology and information management resources to provide optimal and safe nursing care in a variety of settings. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Examine various data collection systems available in nursing research.
2. Distinguish various statistical programs used in qualitative and quantitative nursing analysis. 

Objective #11-Professionalism: Demonstrate the development of specific behaviors related to professional roles and standards of care in the delivery of safe and comprehensive nursing care. The operationalized objectives are:

1. Describe the role of the baccalaureate-prepared nurse in nursing research.

Required Textbooks:		American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual 
of  the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington,
DC: Author.

Macnee, C., & McCabe, S. (2008). Understanding nursing research: Reading
and using research in practice (2nd ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams &
Wilkins. 2nd ed.

				Peteva, R. (Ed.). (2008). A cross section of nursing research
 		journal articles for discussion and evaluation (4th ed.). Los
Angeles, CA: Pyrczak Publishing.

Methods of Instruction:

The course may use a variety of teaching methods including: online lecture, analysis of case studies, assigned readings, online discussion questions, written assignments, and DVDs and videos.

Additional Resources:	
	
Libraries on both Danville and Charleston Campuses.
Website for textbook – http://connection.LWW.com/go/macnee



Grading Procedure:

Course Grading Scale: Students must achieve a minimum grade of 77% to pass this course. Furthermore, a minimum average of 77% for the three major papers must be achieved in order to pass the class.


A = 93%-100%
B = 85%-92%
C = 77%-84%
D = 70%-76%
F = <70%

Distribution of Assignment Grades – Charleston Campus:

Weekly Assignments		                10 pts. 	X         10		 =        100 pts.	=   18 % of grade
Ethical Issue Paper			              100 pts.  	X          1 		 =        100        	=   18 %
Research Critique Paper                                      150 pts.  	X          1		 =        150        	=   27 %
Research Proposal                                               200 pts. 	X          1		 =        200       	=   36 %
								           550 pts.     				            

Examinations:

There will be no mid-term or final examination during the course.


Course Requirements:

1. In order to maintain a healthy and effective learning environment, students are expected to show respect for fellow students and instructors and to utilize online rules of etiquette.

2. Students are expected to check their college email and Scholar 360 forums daily.

3. Students are expected to have completed all assigned readings and written assignments by the due date. Five percent (5%) may be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor. Any assignment submitted later than two (2) days after the due date will not be accepted and will result in a score of zero (0) for that assignment, unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.

4. All written assignments will conform to APA formatting guidelines as outlined in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed.)


Course Calendar – Charleston Campus:

Weekly assignments are due by 2200 on Sunday of each week.

Paper #1 Due Date and Time: 2200, May 30, 2010
Paper #2 Due Date and Time: 2200, June 27, 2010
Paper #3 Due Date and Time: 2200, July 18, 2010




WEEKLY Assignments (100 POINTS) 

Each week’s assignment MUST BE submitted to the course instructor on or before the due date or five percent (5%) may be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor. Any assignment submitted later than two (2) days after the due date will not be accepted and will result in a score of zero (0) for that assignment, unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.

 You may be required to access other resources in order to complete an assignment. Because this is a research class, not every answer is found in the first resource that you access and this will require investigation on your part. Research is not hard but it is time intensive. If you choose to procrastinate, then you will find it difficult to earn a good grade. If, however, you pace yourself and establish a schedule and follow it, you should be able to earn a passing grade. 

SUBMIT ALL WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS VIA SCHOLAR 360 BY 2200 ON SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK.



RESEARCH PAPERS

There will be three major research papers assigned during the semester. All papers must be submitted via Scholar 360 to the instructor on or before the due dates. Further instructions will be provided.

Paper #1 - Ethical Issue: (100 POINTS) 					              Due Date: 2200 May 30, 2010 

You will be required to write a 5-6 page paper, not including the title and references pages, regarding a moral and ethical issue that is relevant to the nursing profession. The topic will be provided to you. Requirements of the paper include: providing background information regarding the topic; discussing why the topic is considered an ethical issue; defining and discussing beneficence, justice, malfeasance, paternalism, and veracity; and, providing both sides of the ethical issue. You will be expected to provide both sides of the issue without interjecting your own opinion. Further guidelines and the topic will be provided at the time of the assignment. Five percent (5%) may be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor. Any assignment submitted later than two (2) days after the due date will not be accepted and will result in a score of zero (0) for that assignment, unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. 

THIS ASSIGNMENT MUST BE SUBMITED VIA SCHOLAR 360 BY 2200 ON 5/30/2010. Supporting documents must be submitted as an attachment. No paper will be graded without supporting documents. Please attach PAGE 1 ONLY for all your references sources.


Paper #2 - Research Critique:  (150 POINTS)                                                                             Due Date: 2200 June 27, 2010

A critique of a nursing research article is a critical appraisal of the strengths and weaknesses of a research report. Critiquing, or reviewing a research report, involves evaluating each aspect of the research process. This review is represented by the guiding questions for understanding and using research in practice as outlined by Macnee and McCabe (2008):

1. What was the research question?
2. Why was the question asked?
3. What do we already know?
4. Who was in the study?
5. How were the participants studied?
6. Why was the study done that way?
7. What did the researchers find?
8. How did the researchers reach their conclusions?
9. Who might the research conclusions apply to?
10. What did the study conclude?

You will be assigned a research article to review and will be required to write a critique which answers the preceding questions. Additional items to be discussed in the paper include:

1. Type of study (quantitative vs. qualitative)
2. Significance to nursing
3. If and how the findings could be incorporated into your clinical practice
4. Discussion about generalizing the findings
5. The study’s limitations
6. Dependent and independent variables
7. Possible ways to make the study more reliable and valid

The length of this written critique should be 5-6 pages of text, not including the title and references pages. Further guidelines will be provided. Five percent (5%) will be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor. Any assignment submitted later than two (2) days after the due date will not be accepted and will result in a score of zero (0) for that assignment, unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.

THIS ASSIGNMENT MUST BE SUBMITED VIA SCHOLAR 360 BY 2200 ON 6/27/2010. Supporting documents must be submitted as an attachment. No paper will be graded without supporting documents. Please attach PAGE 1 ONLY of your reference sources.


Paper #3 - Research Proposal: (200 POINTS)                                                                               Due Date: 2200 July 18, 2010 

A research proposal is a proposed idea for a study that you, the nurse researcher, will develop based on an assigned topic. The proposal will include a literature review of relevant research studies. This paper will be completed in sections and further guidelines will be given. You can anticipate this paper will be approximately 20 pages in length, but not more than 25 pages. Five percent (5%) may be deducted from the assignment grade for each day the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the course instructor.  Any assignment submitted later than two (2) days after the due date may not be accepted and will result in a score of zero (0) for that assignment, unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.

THIS ASSIGNMENT MUST BE SUBMITED VIA SCHOLAR 360 BY 2200 ON 7/18/2010. Supporting documents must be submitted as an attachment. No paper will be graded without supporting documents. Please attach PAGE 1 ONLY of your reference sources.


Syllabus Disclaimer:

Lakeview College of Nursing and this instructor reserve the right to change the course syllabus as circumstances may dictate from time to time.


References


Lakeview College of Nursing. (2008). Nursing course levels and objective. Retrieved August 5, 2009

from http://www.lakeviewcol.edu/ac_levels.php

Lakeview College of Nursing. (2008). Standards of practice. Retrieved August 5, 2009
from http://www.lakeviewcol.edu/au_standards.php
American Association of Colleges of Nursing. (2008, October 20). The essentials of 
baccalaureate education for professional nursing practice. Retrieved July 15, 2009
from http://www.aacnnche.edu
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American
 Psychological Association. (6th ed.) Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
8

6

