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Why Informatics?
Nursing informatics mean following the guidelines of nursing past and present and utilizing the resources of today to improve the future of tomorrow.  Nursing is about achieving the best outcome for the patient, and establishing a trusting relationship.  Informatics can help us to accomplish this in ways better than ever before.  My goal for this class is to better understand what informatics entails and have a better appreciation for it.
I am very grateful to have the technology of today.  When shadowing for Geriatrics in the nursing home there were no computers, anywhere.  It was all hand charting, looking for lab printouts in charts, no copies of past studies.  If you wanted to look up anything about before they were switched to Medicaid verse Medicare you couldn’t because their chart changes and was filed in the archives.  The accessibility of charts and files on computers is amazing.  While paper charts have their place, it seems much more accessible for the busy nurse.
Another aspect of technology in nursing is Internet and Email.  A person can have a study done and the results to their specialist before ever leaving their primary.  It saves time and money in the health care world.  This is valuable because there isn’t much money laying around for healthcare.  While technology can be confusing and inaccurate, it can be amazing.
I chose this class because I don’t know a lot about informatics.  I grew up in a poor house, went to a poor school, and self taught everything I know.  I would like to become savvier with computers and learn more than I have been able to figure out.  I only got internet in my home in the last year, and do not use my computer for more than assignments and occasional shopping.  I live on a farm and that is where my heart is, outdoors.  A class like this will force me to use more of technology and be better prepared for my future in nursing.
Out of this class I hope to achieve an A, an appreciation for informatics, new knowledge, and a better understanding of the elective.  Though I may not become a computer genius I may be more competent and able to share my knowledge with others who were not as fortunate to take a class like this.  While I enjoy the simple life, I enjoy the advantages technology can provide us.
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