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It is estimated that an African-American women above 65 makes approximately $9884 annually, far below poverty level (Mauk, 32).  Mrs. Johnson is 87-years-old widowed female who is entitled to Medicare benefits. Upon turning 65 Americans are eligible for Medicare, but this does not cover all medical cost and leaves many elderly paying out of pocket for prescription drug coverage and prescription drugs (Medicare, 2012). All of this makes it probable that Mrs. Johnson has a low income with minimal health insurance and drug coverage, making her ability to afford her drug regime and comply with it unlikely.	Comment by Mary: (Mauk, 2010,p, 32) Is this a quote? Then need “ “	Comment by Mary: Just be careful that you do not sterotype her
Mrs. Johnson has lived alone for an unknown amount of time.  Her neighbors appear to be supportive of her situation and help her to the best of their ability. Her home life is probably lonely and not completely assessable for a person who currently experience shortness of breath.  Bathroom remodels are very costly, while on a fixed income Mrs. Johnson may afford bathroom handles, but not a walk in shower with a large seat.  Even though Mrs. Johnson is in her own home and functioning, it is very possible that she is trapped within her own home.  	
Mrs. Johnson may or may not be compliant with her medical stay.  Many patients who live at home do not like the controlled environment the hospital has.  Though when patients are trapped in their own home they welcome hospital admissions as a way to interact with others, and have access to what they need for proper care.  Mrs. Johnson will most likely be compliant with her medication regime in the hospital, enabling her body to go back to its baseline health state.  Though Mrs. Johnson independence at home may make her non compliant with falls risk procedures, and could set her up for a prolonged stay if she would fall.  
Mrs. Johnson needs to be asked why she did not adhere to her physicians recommended medication regime, the problem can only be fixed if it is first addressed, this would also include her dietary recommendations.  It is also important to know if Mrs. Johnson can afford her medication, utilities, appropriate foods, and living alone, social services may be able to help Mrs. Johnson meet financial needs that she has been unable to.  Mrs. Johnson should be asked if she has ever fallen at home, if her house is equipped for her level of need, and if the area is safe.  These would include hand rails, fire and smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, being well lit, etc.  Goals should be set based upon patient answers.  “Patient will verbalize the importance of monitoring weight, pulse, edema, and respiratory effort. Patient will verbalize medication schedule and importance of compliance. Patient will verbalize importance of diet compliance. Patient will verbalize the importance of notifying the physician.” (McCoy, 2012, para. Core Goal). These questions can be used to prevent future patient stays, and exposure to other illnesses, as well as ensure if Mrs. Johnson is capable of living alone.	Comment by Mary: Be careful how you ask these questions because if she thinks yo are getting into her business she may shut up. She might be afraid you are trying to take her independence away	Comment by Mary: What is this
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