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Using Informatics
Everyday technology finds its way into a person’s life.  Information is searched for on the internet, bills are paid electronically, a debit or credit card is used at the filling station, emails are sent regarding family and work; everywhere you turn there is technology.  Technology is a blessing and a curse, identity theft was never heard of before the last two decades.  Though having the world at your finger tips was never heard of either.
Data, information, and knowledge go hand in hand in today’s society.  Data is raw facts lacking meaning, knowledge is the use and understanding of data, and information is what is used to build that knowledge and the ability to apply it ((McGonigle & Mastrian, 2012).  If data or information is lacking in adequacy it makes the knowledge false.  This is very serious and often done.  If the data that the filling station send to the debit care company is not accurate then the balance is not accurate, therefore a person could be charged overdraft fees or fraud could take place.  The person does not have the knowledge of the wrong charge and continues on, which can worsen the situation.  This is in real life application, in the working application things can become a little more deadly.  Such as the same principle only with a PTT level on a heparin drip, if this level is not accurate the heparin dose is continued, and the patient could easily die of an internal hemorrhage.  Any misinformation can be detrimental to a person’s everyday life.
Another electronic device that many people do not think of because the computer is not apparent is an automobile.  Most people use their vehicles on an everyday basis.  If everything is not perfectly calibrated in that vehicle they could be late to work, in a car accident, in an explosion, or found on the side of the road broken down.  It is easy to forget about all of the technology in use today because people of today’s generations haven’t always lived without it.  It is probably much easier for a baby boomer or someone older to appreciate technology, because they have not always had it and had to live without technological advances for part of their life.
When referencing specifically to nursing technology is something that many nurses would not know how to live without.  When speaking about pharmacology, many students get upset about memorization of drugs, saying they will always have a computer nearby (DW, personal communication, 2011).  This could be untrue, technology is not an oak tree, it does not always survive storms, people, and war; even a mighty oak may not.  Even if the technology would still be there it may not always be credible.  Many people will reference Wikipedia, this is not a reliable source, people must understand that not all sites are credible, therefore basic memorization may be essential.  
Many hospitals institute policies that are evidence based research, shown to be credible in their research, but does the staff understand this?  When instituting a new policy, many people may say it is evidence based, but do they offer proof?  When implementing a new procedure, a facility may benefit from offering the peer reviewed articles of the research they are now putting into practice.  Many people are more apt to change if they have a good understanding as to why.  Research articles are easily accessible on the internet, if a person knows how to measure the credibility of the article.  This includes peer review, publication, and specific research criteria all being completed.  Nursing journals may also offer this to nurses, but many do have a yearly fee for subscription.  
While many practices may be evidence based, they may not be following the same evidence.  For instance in 2009 in Denver, Colorado cooling blankets were used when patients met a specific criteria and had a high grade fever, this was protocol in that hospital from evidence based research (SS, personal communication, 2009).  When the same patient put on a cooling blanket in Dever was transferred to a St. Louis, Missouri hospital the family inquired about the cooling blanket (SS, personal communication 2009).  The hospital in St. Louis, said they did not accept cooling blankets as proper cooling technique because of evidence based research on cooling blankets and hypothermia (SS, personal communication, 2009).  It is very easy to find research that contradicts another research finding, making many different practices come into play.
Another example of practices that are not evidence based is isopropyl alcohol being placed on a newborns umbilical cord clamp site, which is still practiced in the clinical sites attended by Lakeview College of Nursing students (SS, personal communication, 2012).  Alcohol has actually been shown to prolong cord attachment and kill bacteria that is important in the separation of the umbilical cord from the newborn (McConnell, Lee, Couillard, Sherrill, 2004).  Though it is hospital procedure, and therefore still followed, there is not much evidence supporting the practice (McConnell, Lee, Couillard, Sherrill, 2004).  The evidence actually supports the opposite (McConnell, Lee, Couillard, Sherrill, 2004).  
There are many cases where evidence may be recognized by one organization and not by the others.  As time goes by more and more institutions lead toward using evidence based practices that they had not in the past.  This could be the facility waiting on more research to come out, and then if the research remained constant in the finding they would then vote on implementation.  It is only acceptable that facilities take their time to evaluate research finding so that they feel the research is credible and not a threat to the safety of their facility.  There is a logic behind letting some facilities pilot new ideas, before everyone else does them, a lot is at stake when it comes to changing practices.
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