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1. At this point, are there any risk factors for physical abuse for either Mr. or Mrs. Sable that the nurse should be alert to?

 
a. Alzheimer’s disease can cause Mr. Sable to be aggressive towards his wife.  

   
b. Mrs. Sable may be very stressed out, from the surgery, she depends on her husband to 
drive her everywhere, and she has to taking care of her husband who is losing his memory 
she may take it out on him. 

  
c. They live alone and their neighbors keep to themselves. 

            d. Mrs. Sable fell and broke her hip which could have been from Mr. Sable.  

2. What signs, if any, suggest that the nurse should ask some follow-up questions regarding safety in the home for Mrs. Sable. 

  
a. Mrs. Sable has lost 7 pounds in the last month.

            b. She is quiet, withdrawn, and she is not making eye contact with the nurse.

            c. She is hesitant to put on a gown.

            d. Her pulse is up which indicates that she is experiencing some anxiety.  

3. At this point what questions should the nurse be asking?

             a. How did you come about these bruises?

             b. Is someone hurting to you? 

             c. How long have you had these bruises?

             e. Mr. Sable seemed to get upset about you changing into a gown, is it because he didnt 
want us to see your bruises?

             f. You seem to not want your husband in the examining room with you, for what reasons 
do you not want him in here?

             g. Do you feel unsafe at home or around your husband?

 4. What additional questions should Christine ask?

   
a. How often do you fall?

            b.  Does Mr. Sable hurt you or cause you to fall?

            c. Did Mr. Sable have anything to do with you falling and breaking your hip?

           d. Have you told anyone else about your injuries?

5.  What is the next course of action that Christine should take? Visit www.consultgerirn.com and look under the evidence-based geriatric topic of elder mistreatment and abuse. Explore the assessments tools and review the article. 

        
a. The nurse needs to report the abuse by following the hospitals guidelines. 

            b. She should educate Mrs. Sable about the patterns of abuse such that abuse tends to 
worsen in severity overtime.

c. She should then provide Mrs. Sable with emergency contact numbers and community 
resources.

d. Then the nurse needs to refer Mrs. Sable's case to the appropriate regulatory agencies 
i.e. a social worker (Fulner, 2012).  

6. What is the appropriate action for the staff to take?

    
a. Try to calm Mr. Sable down so the examination can continue and convince him that the examination is almost over. 

            b. If Mr. Sable begins to get violent and make threats the nurse should call security.

7. Since APS laws vary by state, find the guidelines for your particular state and apply them to this situation. What must the physician do to report physical abuse? Can he do so anonymously? Is reporting mandatory for him and/or Christine?   


a. “(a-5) If any mandated reporter has reason to believe that an eligible adult, who because of dysfunction is unable to seek assistance for himself or herself, has, within the previous 12 months, been subjected to abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation, the mandated reporter shall, within 24 hours after developing such belief, report this suspicion to an agency designated to receive such reports under this Act or to the Department. The agency designated to receive such reports under this Act or the Department may establish a manner in which a mandated reporter can make the required report through an Internet reporting tool. Information sent and received through the Internet reporting tool is subject to the same rules in this Act as other types of confidential reporting established by the designated agency or the Department.” (General Assembly, n.d., 320 ILCS 20/4, from Ch. 23, par. 6604, Sec. 4.). 


b. No, the physician and the nurse must provide their information as mandated 
reporters, witnesses, and the document as proof of Mrs. Sable's abuse.

8. What do you think that Mr. Sable's reaction will be to the fact that his wife is not going home with him? Do patients usually arrive at the decision to tell about abuse early in the process or later after the abuse has become more serious? What types of assistance is this family going to need?

         
a. Mr. Sable definitely will not be happy with this news and may become aggressive 
towards the hospital staff for not being able to leave with his wife. 

            b. Patients do not usually decide to tell others about being abused until after it has 
become more serious. They are usually in denial until they cant take anymore or come to 
the realization that the person could kill them.  

             c. This family is definitely going to need some assistance from a social worker and the 
Department of Aging. Mrs. Sable is going to need to be placed somewhere that is safe 
from her husband and where she can be taken care of, maybe in an assisted living facility 
or nursing home.  
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